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HAD feen, on my journey, only a 
fmall part of the diforders and cruelties 
committed by the Turkith army, on leav- 
ing Conftantinople ; but on my arrival in 
that capital, I found every body: ftill in 
emotion at fo horrible a {peGtacle, the par« 
ticulars of which I had no difficulty in col- 
JeGing. 
An ancient cuftom, of which neither 
“the caufe nor the origin can be traced, 
unites the moft infipid buffooneries, with 
the commanding train of the affemblage 
Vou. I, B of 
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of the forces of a great empire, againft its 
enemies, and the Turks call this ridicu> 
jous medley, Alay; that is, the triumphal 
pomp : it confifts in a fort of mafquerade, 
where afl the different branches of trade 
fucceffively exhibit to the {petators, the 
mechanic exercife of their refpeétive arts + 
The hufbandman drives his plough, the 
weaver throws his fhottle, the joiner 
planes ; and thefe various reprefentations, 
raifed on carriages, richly decorated, open 
the proceffion, and precede the ftandard 
of Mahomet +, when it is marched out of 
a the 


++ This Standard, made of green filk ftuff, is kept 
ib the Treafury, from whence it is never taken, but to 
‘goto war; it was, howevet, in agitation, to employ. 
"ie againft the rebele who dethroned Sultan Achmet : 
that Prince’s Vifir, who was the firft vi€tim on which 
the malecontents difplayed their fary, without glut- 
ting it, gave that advice tohis mafter ; and the revol- 
ters, who had no other principle of union than pithage, 
muit cértalnty have been difperfed by the multitude, 
, Who would have reforted to the facred banner, Atio- 
ther relic of Mahomet is preferved, alfo, in tie 
“Treafury ; they dip this every year in water, whith 
“tlie Grand Signior then orders to be difteibuted, in 
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the Seraglio, to be conveyed to the army, 
toinfure viGtory to the Ottoman troops. 
This royal ftandard of the Turks, which 
they call Sandjak-Chérif, or the Standard 
of the Prophet, is held in fo much rever- 
ence amongft them, that, notwithftanding 
the various checks with which its reputa- 
tion has been tarnifhed, it is ftill the fole 
object of their confidence, and the facred 
point to which they rally. Every thing 
proclaims the fanétity of thefe colours ; the 
Emirs only, have the privilege of touching 
‘it; they compofe the band which fur- 
rounds it ; it is borne by their chief: Mufs 
fulmen alone dare lift their eyes to look at 
it; other hands would pollute, other eyes 
would prophane it; the moft barbarous 
fanaticifm encompafies this ftandard, 
phials, to the great men of the empire. Free-thinkers, 
for fuch there are, even amongft the true-believers, 
pretended, that thug relic is no other than an old pair 
of breeches of the Prophet; it is very certain, how- 
ever, that this holy water cofts dear to thofe who ave 
sgrandied with it ; and that they who convey it, make 
the favgured perfons pay very handfomely for the 
goods of this, and for their falvation in the other 
world, 


Ba A long 
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A long peace having unfortunately made 
them forget the ridicule and the danger of 
this ceremony, the Chriftians, very impru- 
dently, were anxious to fee it; and the 
"Curks, who, from the fituation of their 
houfes, could let their windows, availed 
themfelves of this advantage: an Emir, 
who preceded the banner, cried out, in a 
loud voice, the following words: ‘* Let 
no infidel dare to prophane, by his pre- 
fence, the fanGity of the Prophet’s ftan- 
dard; and let every Muffulman who dif- _ 
covers an infidel, declare it, under pain of 
reprobation.” From that moment there 
was no afylum ; even they, who, by lete 
ting their houfes, had become accomplices 
in the crime, became the informers. Fury 
takes pofleffion of their minds, and gives 
freth ftrength to every arm; the moft 
atrocious crimes become the moft merito- 
rious; no longer was there any diftin@tion 
of age or fex. Pregnant women, dragged 
by the hair of the head, trampled under 
.foot by the multitude, perifhed in the moft 
-deplorakle manner ; nothing was refpected 
i by 
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by thefe monfters ; and it was under thefe. 

aufpices that the Turks began the war. 
The Katty-Chérif, or Imperial Diplo-. 
ma, which proclaimed it, diated in the 
ufual form, invited all true-believers, able 
to bear arms, to unite themfelves under the 
ftandard of the Faith, to fight againft its 
enemies ; this fort of convocation of the 
Arrier Ban, promifed a numerous army, 
but not an army of good troops: ignorance 
and avarice gave the preference to this 
multitude of volunteers, whom they fhould 
no longer be obliged to think of, at the con- 
clufion of the war, to the fervice of the Ja-, 
niflaries, whofe pay, and pretenfions, would 
for ever be advanced. It may, alfo, be pre- 
fumed, that the Grand Signior’s fearing to 
reftore to that corps the energy to which 
his father had fallen a viétim, was inclined 
only to employ them as auxiliary forces. 
The moft fubftantial inconvenience that 
prevailed, and which one would the leaft 
fufpe&, was the total want of forefight rew 
{petting ‘ provifions. It is the nature of 
defpotifm, always to flatter itfelf, to be 
B3 able 
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able to fubfitute authority to prudence. 
‘The Grand Vifir commanded the army}; 
all the Minifters accompanied him ; even 
the records of the Chancery were dragged 
in the train. No doubts were entertained 
either of fuccefs, or of abundance—the 
confidence was as blind, as it was uni- 
verfal, 

Whilft the great officers, by going to 4 
diftance from Conftantinople, feem to re- 
move with them the feat even of the em- 
pire, their fubftitutes, in each employ- 
ment, refide in the capital, and are refpon- 
fible to the defpot for the ready execution 
of his orders §. 

‘We are now going to fee the fprings of 
this government in aétion, the fucceflive 
details of which, will enable the reader to 
form a better judgment than from 2 vagua 
differtation, unfupported by facts. 

§ Ic muft be remarked, however, that the removal 
of the Records of the Chancery, neceffarily retards 
the execution of thofe orders where forms are necef- 
fary ; but it may be added, that affairs of that natare 
very feldom intereft the defpot, and when they da, 
forms are eafily difpenfed with, 

Thad 
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Ibad only been a few days at Conftanti-, 
nople, and had fcarcely had time to take 
the neceflary fteps to haften the return of 
my baggage, which I had left in Crimea, 
and in Bafs-Arabia, when the firft phyfi- 
cian of the Grand Signior fent to me, at 
eleven o'clock at night, to know if I 
would receive him. The fecrecy he ex- 
adted, together with the favour in which 
T knew he was with the Sultan, excited my 
curiofity, without my prefuming that a 
diseét meffage was the objet of this vifit, 
The phyfician, however, told me, that 
Sultan Muftapha, informed of my return, 
had expreflly commiffioned him, to afk me 
the caufe of it? “If you have reafon to 
complain of any perfon, he will do you 
{peedy juftice ; I have juft quitted the Sul- 
tan; he has talked to me a great deal about 
you; he knows your origin {, and thinks 
it gives him fome claim on your zeal.” I 


{ It has already bean feen, that my father was an 
Hungarian, who had followed Prince Ragotzy ; and 
we know that the Porte gave an afylum to that 
Prince, and his followers. 


Bs defired 
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defired him to affure his Highnefs of my 
gratitude ; and although this appeared to 
me a perfonal meafure, I was perfeétly con~ 
vinced, that it was impoffible 1 fhould be 
the only object of a Prince’s folicitude, 
whofe armies were already in the field. 
His emiffary, in fact, who had orders to 
carry him my anfwer, returned the next 
day, at the fame hour, but with more 
ample inftrntions. As this Italian phy- 
fician Mill {poke with difficulty the Turk- 
ifh language, the queftions he had to afk 
me, were committed to writing : I wrote 
my avfwers alfo, and this correfpondence 
of the Grand Signior with me, obtained 
me his confidence, and was unknown to 
his Minifters until the moment that his 
Highnefs required of me fuch fervices, as, 
from their nature, became matter of public 
notoriety. 

Whilt the Vifir, Emin-Pacha, with- 
out any of the talents neceffary either for 
the Minifter or the General, blinded by 
his own perfonal intereft, fondly imagined 
that he could preterve the former ftation 

in 
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in tranquility, and fill the latter with 
glory, by making peace before the com- 
mencement of the war. His army, daily 
increafed by the concourfe of farntic Mu 
fulmen, very foon became the moft formi- 
dable enemy of the empire. The fcarcity 
of provifions, the diforder which prevailed 
amongft that famithed multitude, the plun- 
der which followed from the different di- 
vifions of the army, the maflacres which 
were its unavoidable confequences, autho- 
rity invariably weak, and always defpica- 
ble, when the adminiftration is evidently 
vicious, every thing announced a change 
of fortune. The Grand Signior, the only 
perfon who really interefled himfelf in the 
fuccefs of his army, had juft givea his Vifir 
a new order of difpofition ; Emin-Pacha 
had the prefwnption to difobey him; he 
‘was deceived in his politics, and his army 
beaten, and difperfcd ; and a fecond order, 
more punctually carried into execution, 
foon placed his head on the gate of the Sc- 
saglio, with this infcription :—-“ For not 

having 


io MEMOIRS OF THR 


having followed the plan of the campaign 
Sent directly from the Emperor.” 

Moldoyandgi fugceeded him.—This new 
Vifir, more enterprizing, but not more 
ikilfu] than his predeceffor, was alfo beaten ; 
but he was lucky enough, in lofing the 
Vifirate, to lofe only a place, as danger~ 
ous, as it is eminent, and which nobody 
was capable of fupplying. 

‘To the overbearing ignorance of the Ge- 
neral, was joined the impertinent pre- 
fumption of the fubalterns; and the Turks, 
who drag after them a vaft train of artille- 
sy, every gun of which is badly mounted, 
and asill ferved, thundered upon, on every 
occafjon, by the cannon of the enemy, took 
no other vengeance for their lofles, than 
by accufing the Ruffians of unfairnefs.— 
«« They avail themfelves,” {aid they, * of 
the fuperiority of their fire, which it is, in 
fact, impoffible to approach ; but let them 
ccafe that abominable fire,—let them come 
forward, like brave men, with naked 
arms,—and we fhall fee if thefe infidels 
tan refift the edge of the true believer's 

fabre.” 
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fabre.” This multitude of weak fanatics 
had even the ftupidity to reproach the Ruf- 
fians for fome attacks they made during 
the holy Ramazan. The Grand Signior, 
however, informed that the howitzers had 
harraffed his cavalry, defired me to give 
him the model of thofe pieces, the inven- 
tion of which was entirely new at Con+ 
ftantinople ; and to fatisfy his curiofity re- 
{petting the fire-arms of every kind, made 
ufé of in Europe, I fent this Prince the 
Memoirs of St. Remy, the plates of which 
were all he could examine ; and when he 
went out, he made them be carried by one 
of the perfons of his fuite. 

Sultan Muftapha, whofe firft cares, as 
we have feen, were direéted towards the 
management of his finances, after having 
expended, unfuccefsfully, immenfe fums, 
began to bargain with his Minifters for the 
frefh expences of the plans they were pro- 
pofing ; and whilft they, on the one hand, 
accufed him of avarice, he reproached him- 
felf, on the other, with an eafine{s of tem- 
per, which ferved only, he faid, to en- 

‘ rich 
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rich the knaves who furrounded him. It 
cannot be conceived, in truth, that this 
Prince could, with a tranquil eye, behold 
his treafures diminifhed, his army difper- 
fed, and thofe enemies he had no doubt of 
fubduing the firft campaign, not only vic~ 
torious on the Danube, but threatening 

even the Archipelago with an invafion. 
His aétivity carrying him every where, 
enabled him to difcover, at each ftep he 
took, frefh abufes, of which he complain- 
ed to his Minifters, never without making 
them tremble, but always ineffcctually, 
for the promotion of good order; which 
would have been with difficulty re-eftab- 
lithed, even with the beft difpofition on 
their parts. The freth troops, which’ were 
on their way to the army, from the extre- 
mity of Afia, paffed the Bofphorus, and 
halted at Conftantinople, not fo much for 
the purpofe of foliciting, as of exaGting a 
compofition from the Porte. Whilft the 
chiefs of this volunteer militia were treat- 
ing about their fubfidy for the campaign, 
theie Attatics, difperfed throughout the ca~ 
pital, 
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pital, armed to the very teeth, lying in 
wait night and day, in the ftreets, to rob 
the paflengers, haftened the -negociations, 
from the urgent neceflity there was of 
freeing the capital from fuch a banditti— 
The government, too feeble to reftrain their 
infolence, bargained to no purpofe, and 
made conceffions to them without fhame. 
Amongit the number of thefe vagabonds 
who fuccecded each other, was a troop 
from the country of Las ¢, who learn, on 
their arrival, that fome Janiflaries of their 
company §, are confined in the fortrefs of 
Yffar *, on the Canal. This troop had al- 
ready fettled their conditions of tervice, 
and of pay; but they fuper-add, as a ne- 


} The country of Las extends the length of the 
South fide of the Black Sea, and includes the towns 
of Synop and Trebifonde. 

§ This company, which, I believe, is the thirty- 
fifth, is the more numerous, becaufe the natives of 
Las neyer enter into any other, and the number in- 
rolled is thirty thoufand. 

* The caftle wherein the Janiffaries who are te 
be punifhed, or ftrangled, are confined ; an alternative 
which renders this habitation very perilous, 

. ceflary 
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ceffary article, the deliverance of thefe 
prifoners. The Vifir is afraid either to 
give way, or to refufe compliance; fome 
expedient muft be formed. It is agreed, 
that this body of men fhall pafs by the 
vafile, fire at the gate, and that the gover- 
‘nor, apparently compelled to it by this a& 
of hoftility, fhall deliver up the criminals, 
Former examples may juftify this ridicu- 
dous expedient, but it is no lefs a ftriking 
inftance of cowardice in an arbitrary go- 
vernment, becaufe it tends to difcover the 
invariable character of defpotifm. Power 
no fooner flips out of the hands of the def- 
pot, than it is taken poffeffion of by the 
multitude. 

Whilft the weaknefs of the government 
compelled it to fhut its eyes to the excef- 
fes of a licentious foldiery, the Minifters 
firove to conceal the naval war which 
threatened the empire. No Ruffian veffel 
hhad ever made its appearance at Conftanti- 
nople. The Ruffians, therefore, have no 
‘fhips; or if, by chance, they have any, 
what does that fignify to the Turks, fince 

there 
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there is no communication between the 
Baltic and the Archipelago? The Danes, 
the Swedes, whofe flags are known to the 
Turks, could not overturn that argument 
in their minds; maps fpread out before 
their eyes, had no more effect; and the 
Divan was not yet perfuaded of the poffi- 
bility of the fact, when they received in- 
telligence of the fiege of Coron, the inva- 
fion of the Morea, and of the appearance 
of twelve of the enemy’s line of battle 
hips +. 

The uncertainty of the Minifters, how- 
ever, had not prevented them from prepa= 


+ The ignorance of the Turks in geography, 
farnifhes anecdotes ftill more ftriking than the above, 
—A Venetian Ambaffador, cothing to Conftantino- 
ple, with two thips of war of the Republic, fell in with 
the Grand Signior’s fleet in the Archipelago, which, 
in time of peace, makes an annual cruize, to collect 
the tribute from the Iflands, The Turkifh Admiral 
invites his Excelléncy on board, to entertain him, and 
in the courfe of converfation, alks him if the domi- 
sions of the Republic were in the neighbourhood of 
Ruffia ? Out of patience at this ignorance, the noble 
Venetian replies, “Yes ;—there is nothing but the 
‘Qttoman empire berween them !” 

Ting 
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ring fome maritime forces. Thirty thips 
of war were ordered to be got ready with 
the utmott expedition, and nothing elfe was 
looked for, with fo decided a fuperiority, 
than the pleafure of indemnifying them- 
felves in the Archipelago, for the loffes 
they had fuftained on the Danube. Find- 
ing, alfo, amongft the archives of the em- 
pire, that the laft war with Ruffia had oc- 
cafioned the equipment of a {mall fleet of 
one hundred and fifty half gallies, for the 
purpofe of penetrating into the Sea of Za- 
bache, and the particulars found in the ac- 
count of the expences, fpecifying none of 
the motives of this armament, they over~ 
looked the circumftance that the ports of 
Afoph and Taganrog, then in difpute, had 
nothing to do with the prefent war. The 
conftrudtion of the gallies was ordered, and 

carried on with the greateft expedition. 
‘Thefe preparations increafing, the con- 
courfe of foldiers and failors from the two 
fleets, carried licentioufnefs to fuch a pitch, 
that every day was marked by fome new 
cataftrophe ; and M, le Comte de St. Prieft, 
Ambaffador 
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Ambaffador of France, invited by the feas 
fon to his houfe on the Canal, unwilling 
to deprive himfelf of the pleafure of a 
walk, or to expofe himfelf to the infults 
he had already experienced’in his carriage, 
took the refolution not to ftir out, as well 
as thofe that attended him, without their 
bayonets at the end of their fufils. This 
was the only means of fafety which could 
procure refpect to the perfon of the Ambaf- 
fador from the troops of banditti who were 
daily paffing by land and by fea to join the 
army. The Palace of France in the coun~ 
try, was fo fituated, as that all the boats . 
which went up the Canal muft pafs under 
its windows, which were carefully kept 
fhut on the fide next the fhore. We had 
gone out after dinner, to take our ufual 
walk, and were already on the heights of 
Tarapia, when we heatd a pretty {mart 
firing of fmall arms on the fea, towards 
the Palace ; we ftopt, to form fome judg- 
ment of the caufe of it, when the cries of 
aman coming towards us, determined M. 
de St. Prieft to go and meet him. Under- 
You, IL c ftanding 
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@anding that the Palace was attacked by a 
hand of thefe villains, we mended our pace, 
to check theis audacioufnefs, but we were 
too late; the boat from which they had 
fired at the Palace, was already at a great 
Giftance, and although the Ambzflador 
efcaped with a few thots through his win- 
dow-fhutters, and fome broken panes of 
glafe, from fourteen or fifteen bullets which 
we found in the falloon, the infule appears 
ed of fafficient importance to juftify a com- 
plaint to the Porte. An interpreter, fent 
for that purpofe, recounts the ciréumftance 
tothe ReisEffendi ; who, after liftening with 
avery apparent fymptom of the greateft 
concern, ** What!” fays he, “ thefe rafcals 
have dared to infalt the Palace of France ? 
‘They are ideots !—How can they expeét 
to efcape punithment? Do they oct know, 
that on the firt complaint, they will be 
fought after ?-—Indeed, I cannot but think 
of it it is abfelute madnefs. To attack 
the Ambeflador of France !—-Had they not 
on their noad plenty of Greek, Jewith, and 
Azmmenian houfes }—Why did they not ate 

tack 
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tack them, inftead of bringing us into a 

{erape i” 
. At was thusthat the Minifter lamented 
the neceflity of providing for an Ambafla~ 
dor’s tranquility, whilft nothing appeared 
to him more natural, than to facrifice that 
of the public. A Colonel of the Janisla- 
ries had orders to guard the houfe of M. de 
St. Prieft. Officers of that corps were fent, 
at the fame time, to the mouth of the 
Black Sea, to feize the guilty perfons, be- 
fore the departure of the veffel, which was 
tocarry them to Varna. We were informed 
that they were taken, and thrown into the 
fea; but fo feeble was the government, 
that this account, which we knew to bea 
falfehood, had not even the air af probabi- 
ity. Some time after, an adventure of 
.the fame kind, the caufe of which, al. 
though lef ferious, might have produced 
difagreeable confequences, happened at my 
door. I lived at Buyukdéré, in the houfe 
duilt by M. de Vergennes, during his em- 
bafly 5 a quay, which was likewife a high- 
way, feparated it from the fea. Some 
Cz foldiers 
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foldiers who were pafling, talked fo loud, 
that a parrot, whofe cage was on a pretty 
high window, could diftinguifh, and re- 
peat fome very free language, with which, 
in their gaiety, they were feafoning their 
converfation. They ftopt immediately, 
and abufed the perfon who dared to turn 
them into derifion; the parrot again re- 
peats after them; they become furious, 
prepare their arms to affault the houfe, 
and fall upon the inhabitants. The tu- 
mult, however, awakened the attention of 
a Janiflary, who kept guard in the houfe ; 
and curious to know the caufe of it, he 
opens the door the very moment that their 
rage was going to break forth. ‘Threaten, 
ed himfelf with being their vi@im, he en- 
ters into an explanation, and tells them.of 
the parrot; they are irritated at his ex- 
cufe; and it was not until they had feen 
the culprit, who, fortunately, ftill conti- 
nued his imitations, that they could be ap- 
peafed, and relinquifh their defign. A few 
dithes of coffee, which were accepted of 


by 
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by them, put an end to this quarrel, which 
it was as difficult to avoid, as to forefee. 

Whilft the capital, and its environs, 
‘were infefted by a licentious foldiery, who 
had no other courage than that of robbers, 
the provinces, delivered up to fimilar dif- 
orders, and harraffed by the governors with 
equal impunity, fuffered every fpecies of 
vexation. The principal object of the 
Minifters was to provide equally for the 
fupply of Conftantinople, and the fub- 
fiftence of the army. ‘This, at once, ag- 
gtavated, and multiplied the oppreifions. 
Meafures, indeed, had been fo badly con- 
certed, that the people could not fail of 
fuffering doubly, from the no lefs cruel, 
than imperious precipitation with which 
the taxes were levied, and from the injuf- 
tice of the agents employed in the col- 
le€tion. 

The Turkith “government may, at all 
times, be confidered as an army incamped, 
of which the comander in chief, from the 
centre of his head-quarters, iffues his or- 
ders to forage in the neighbourhood. It is 

C3 thus 
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thus that the Vifir provided for his army, 
by the Black Sea; whilft the capital, hav- 
ing now no other fubfiftence than what was 
drawn from the coafts of the Archipela- 
go, found it neceflary to infure that fub- 
fiflence. by a fuperiority of the naval force 
prepared againft the Ruffians, But al- 
though violence had fucceeded in haften- 
ing the conftruétion, in accelerating the 
equipment of yefféls, and in affembling 
the multitude of human beings, who were 
compelled to become failors, every thing 
proclaimed that ignorance and prefumps 
tion had direéted the preparations, 

Veffels, raifed on the fides, but whofe 
low batteries were drowned on the leaft 
wind, could offer nothing to the enemy 
but a great deal of timber, and very little 
fire. Entangled tackling, ropes and blocks 
which broke on the flighteft exertion, thir- 
ty men employed in the gun-room to move 
the tiller, as they were directed from the 
deck ; no principle of ftowage, no nauti- 
cal knowledge, encumbered batteries, can- 
non of different bores; fuch was the flate 
of that armament, the condué of which 

‘was 
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was neceffarily entrufted to men fo igno- 
ant, as to be perfeétly contented with it. 
The feveral commands, however, were 
matter of intereft ; andthe Captain Pacha, 
who makes a perquifite of the principal 
appointments, by diftributing the veffels 
of his fleet to the beft bidder, allowed each 
Captain the fame privilege of felling the 
fubordinate employments of his thip; and 
this little traffic, confecrated by cuftom, 
Gilled up the meafure of thofe malverfations 
which bid fair to annihilate the Turkith 
marine, without the interpofition of their 
enemies. Accuftomed, until that mo-, 
ment, to no other fervice than annually to 
harrafs the Archipelago with a fmall {qua- 
dron, the fea officers had acquired no mi- 
litary principle, no defign, no art, no ex- 
perience of their profeffion ; and, when the 
fleet failed, it {eemed as if they had no 
other object but to colle a tribute, which 
nobody could difpute with them. Hafan }, 


} The celebrated Haffan Pacha, who, through 
employments, military and civil, is at prefent the 
Captain Pache. 

Cet alone, 
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alone, an Algerine renegado, appointed 
the Admiral’s Captain, appeared to embark 
with the intention of making war: but 
this man, whofe temerity is unknown, 
and who always thought that courage alone 
was all, and fupplied the want of every 
thing, was defirous of fignalizing himfelf 
by an invention, as fatal at Ichefmé, as 
it appeared extraordinary at Conftantinople. 
This invention confifted of a number of 
iron bars, which, fixed on the gunwale, 
‘projected horizontally beyond the perpen- 
dicular of the water, in order to prevent 
the enemy from boarding. But if this de- 
tail gives us no great idea of the genius of 
the author, I think I have given a fufici- 
ent accurate notion of the talents of the 
Turks, to leave no doubt of their admiring 
this invention. 

The continuance of foutherly winds, by 
delaying the departure of the flect, inftead 
of ferving them to put it in better order, 
was only favourable to. the defertion of 
failors, and to fome lucrative oppreffions, 
which the Captains continued to exercife, 

under 
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under pretence of completing their crews. 
The Iand army, in the mean while, al- 
thongh twice ruined, was become more 
numerous than ever; and the Ottoman 
empire, vigoroufly attacked by fea and 
land, but oppofing, on all fides, forces 
three times more numerous than thofe of 
the enemy, gave itfelf up to all the often- 
tatious pride of what appeared to them 
unqueftionable profperity. : 

The aofence of the troops leaving a lit- 
tle tranquility in the capital, and the pre- 
famptuous hopes of great fucccfits, giving 
the people a more favourable difpofition, 
M. le Comte de St. Prieft, wifhed to give 
an entertainment on the marriage of 
the Dauphin of France. ‘That the Turks 
might partake of it too, he intended 
to add to his other preparations, for the 
balls and the feafts, which the Eu- 
ropeans only coyld enjoy, an illumination 
and a fire-work, which I undertook to 
prepare. Already the ball-room, built for 
the purpofe, was completed; the fire- 
works were ready, and nothing remaincd 

to 
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to be done, but to arrange the decorations, 
when the news of the deftruction of both 
the armies, by land and fea, fpread a ge- 
neral confternation throughout the capital, 
and put an end to all our preparations. 

It was no longer poffible to think of giv 
ing entertainments. The Grand Signior in 
the moft diftrating anxiety, the Minifters 
defponding, the people in defpair, the ca+ 
pital reduced to the dread of famine and 
invafion ; fuch was the prefent fituation of 
an empire, which, a month before, thought 
itfelf {0 formidable. Ignorance, however, 
which always attempts to flatter that pride 
which is its infeparable companion, beheld 
this double cataftrophe, only as the impene~ 
trable decrees of that Providence, to which 
it is neceflary blindly to fubmit. Nota 
perfon amongft the Turks could difcover, 
that an undifciplined multitude contributes 
more effectually to its own deftru@ion, 
than all the efforts of an oppofing enemy. 
But if the want of difcipline alone was fuf- 
ficient to ruin the land army at Craoul, a 


concurrence of the moft fovereign folly, 
, on 
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on the part of the Admiral, and his Cap- 
tains, was neceflary to complete the de: 
ftruétion of the fleet at Tchefmé. 

This fleet, failing from the channel of 
the Dardanelles to feek the Ruffians, after 
bending its courfe towards Chio, had come 
to anchor on the coaft of Afia, between 
the main and the Spalmadore iflands, be- 
fore the harbour of Tchefmé. Some fri- 
gates, newly built, with the ufe of which 
the Turkith marine had been unacquainted 
before this war, anchored on the wings of 
that long line, were to give fignals of the 
enemy’s approach, and had orders to let 
them embarrafs themfelves in this Streight, 
where the thirty hips, well diftanced, and 
siding at four anchors, were to wait for 
them. This ingenious ambufcade, thus 
prepared, the Ruffian veffels, difpofed in a 
more military manner, after doubling Chio, 
and reconnoitering the advanced Turkith 
fhips, ftretched themfelves along to the 
very center of the line, without their 
making the {malleft motion to get under 
way. 

The 
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The two Admirals, however, finding 
themfelves on each other’s beam, the Ruf- 
fian, after giving him his broadfide, came 
nearer to the Turk, to throw fire-balls into 
him, and blew up himfelf during this 
moeneuvre. Haffan Pacha, at that time, 
hada thas, (and who furnifhed me himfelf 
the particulais I am now relating) after 
fecing bis veffel efcape from this havock, 
thought himfelf out -of danger, when he 
perccived his ftern in flames, and his veffel 
on the point of fuffering the fame fate. 
Already had his crew thrown themfelves 
into the fea, into which he precipitated 
himfelf, and was lucky enough to get hold 
of the wreck of the enemy’s Admiral ; he 
had the further good fortune to efcape the 
fplinters of his own thip, where the fire 
was not long in reaching the powder ma- 
gazme. 

It is eafy to perceive, that by propor- 
tioning the calculation to the importance 
of the lofs on one fide, and on the other, 
that of the Ruffians, which was infinitely 
more corifiderable, might juftify the re- 

folution 
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folution they at firft adopted, of not renew- 
ing their attack on the Turks; but the 
latter, whofe military knowledge {carcely 
extended to the effects of falt-petre, terri- 
fied at that which it had juft. produced, 
calculated only the danger of being blown 
up thould the Ruffians again attack them. 
Tchefmé was immediately the afylum into 
which the whole Turfkith fleet retired in 
the greateft diforder, and fome cannon, 
landed in hafte, and placed on the two 
capes at the mouth of that harbour, qui- 
eted the fugitives. 

It feems as if the Ruffians were employ- 
ed, during this interval, in obferving the 
movements of the enemy; and one may 
readily believe, that they heard, with afto- 
nifhment, the next day, what had paffed 
at Tchefmé. Unable to attribute this 
ftrange conduét of the Turks to any other 
motive than a panic, when the moft un- 
promifing enterprize may almoft always be 
fuccefsfully attempted, they prefented 
themfelves before the harbour, into which 
they fent two fire-thips. At this appear- 


- ance 
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ance of the Ruffians, the Turks, flill ter- 
tified at the events of the preceding day, 
were more bent on faving themfelves by 
land, than on defending their fhips. But 
the fight of two veffels, fteering towards 
the harbour, again awakened in them tho 
idea of conqueft; and taking them for de~ 
ferters, far from endeavouring to fink 
them, they put up prayers for their fafe 
asrival, fully determined to put their crews 
in irons, and anticipating the pleafure of 
leading them in triumph to Conftanti- 
nople +. 

‘Thefe fuppofed deferters, however, en- 
tering the port without difficulty, belayed 
their rudders, hoifted their grappling irons, 
and foon vomited forth fuch clouds of 
flame, as fet the whole fleet on fire; the 
harbour of Tchefmé, incumbered with vef= 
fels, with powder, and with cannon, ex- 
hibited the {peétacle of a volcano, in which 
the whole Turkith fleet was fwallowed up. 
Tf this cataftrophe humbled the Ottoman 

+} This anecdote was authenticated to me by the 
fame Haffan Bey whom I have slready mentioned. 
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pride, 2 fill more urgent neceffity foon 
demanded the attention of the Minifters. 
Conftantinople was menaced with an ap- 
proaching famine. The deftruétion of the 
Turkith fleet, in fa&t, by abandoning the 
Archipelago to the Ruffians, prevented the 
fapply of Conftantinople ; and the enemy 
might even force the Streights, prefent 
theméfelves at the point of the Seraglio, fack 
the city, and diate the law to the Grand 
Signior. The difmay was general; and 
mever were apprehenfions better founded. 
Ignorance, which always does itfelf juftice, 
when terror gets the better of prefumption, 
made no objection to the Grand Signior’s 
order, to abandon tome, without referve, 
the defence of the Dardanelles, aad to fub+ 
mit to my difcretion all refources for the 
defence of the capital. This commiffion, 
however, could not be granted me with= 
out the neceflary forms, and the Porte loft 
no time in filling them up, with the pers 
maiffion of the Ambaflador of France. The 
Reis Effendi, at the fame time, invited and 
prefied me, to concert with him fuch mea- 

fares 
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fares as 1 might think secoat in fo urs 
gent a conjuncture. 

T fhall be fo frequently a a neceffity 
of {peaking of the Turkith Minifters, that’ 
it may be ufeful to give fome previous no- 
tions of the characters of fuch of them as 
were then in office; notions abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to thefe details into which I fhall 
be indifpenfably led by circumftances. 

We have already feen, that the Grand 
Signior, fince his acceffion to the throne, 
occupied in ichemes of ceconomy, beheld 
with regret, his treafures diffipated in a 
war which procured him no fhare of that 
glory after which he thirfted. This Prince, 
however, could not charge the Minifters 
about his perfon with the bad fuccefs of his 
arms; and ifhe thought them incapable of 
remedying thefe misfortunes, it was not 
in his’ power, unfortunately, to fubftitute 
men of greater talents in their places. Be- 
fides, it was in the army that diflinguifhed 
talents were wanting; and the Minifters 
in poffeffion of their mafter’s favour, had 
too much addrefs to with to perfuade him 

that 
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that it would be to his advantage to remove 
them to a diftance from his perfon. 

Ifmael Bey poffeffed, to an eminent de- 
gree, the difficult art of governing his 
Sovereign, of conducting all his affairs 
without hazarding his perfonal tranquilty, 
and without taking him from his plea- 
fures. 

Ifed Bey, Superintendant of the Mint, 
was a particular favourite of his mafter, 
without exciting either jealoufy or hatred; 
prudent enough not to afpire to be Mini- 
fter, he made ufe of his credit only to mo- 
derate the frequent ill humour of the 
Grand Signior towards his Minifters, and 
dedicated all his attention to the indigent 
and unfortunate, whom he daily affifted. 

Melek Pacha, Caymakam, or Deputy 
of the Grand Vifir, and brother-in-law to 
the Grand Signior, was no otherwife dif- 
tinguifhed in that important office, than 
by his noble countenance, which had in- 
duced the Sultana to demand him of her 
brother. And the High Treafurer, lefs in 
favour, but proud of a fort of fame acqui~ 

Vou, Il. D red 
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red by his father in the preceding war, 
gonfident of the reputation he was himfelf 
about to obtain, more vehement than am- 
bitious, was alfo more remarkable for his 
activity, than for his underftanding. The 
Minifters of the fecond order, the Mufti 
himfelf, had too little influence in the go- 
vernment to merit any relation of their per- 
fonal qualities, 

Ifmael Bey, who was appointed to con- 
fer with me on the ftate of the Dardanelles, 
and the danger with which the capital was 
threatened, thought to conceal the fears 
of the government, by enveloping our con- 
Serence in the veil of night. He received 
me in his private houfe, where J found him 
taken up with an affeir, the importance of 
which made a powerfél diverfien from 
that which brought us together: This 
Turk, refined in his moft trivial fuxuries, 
but childifhly refined, was deftrous df find~ 
ing two Canary birds which touk#fing the 
fame air; his attendants had fearched the 
whole city in vain, and the Mimifter was 
employing other methods to gratify his 

whim, 
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whim, when I arrived to concert with him 
the means of averting the cataftrophe 
which menaced Conftantinople. 

He was not better acquainted with the 
ftate of the Dardanelles than myfelf; but 
it was evident, from the letters of Moldo- 
vandgi Pacha, formerly Grand Vifir, and 
whofe difgrace went no further than his 
appointment to the fubordinate govern- 
ment of the caftles on the Canal, with the 
title of Defender of the Dardanelles, that 
this barrier, hitherto deemed impregnable, 
was incapable of refifting the fecbleft at- 
tack, The Ruffian fquadron, which pa- 
raded, with a favourable wind, in fight of 

sthe firft caftles, had only to take advan- 
tage of it, to -penctrate into the Marmo- 
rean Sea, and come under the walls of the 
Seraglio, to give law to the Grand Signior. 

Such was the fituation of this haughty 
Court, whofe humiliating pofition, fo juft- 
ly calculated to produce the moft anxious 
uneafinefs,' ‘was owing entirely to the ig- 
norance of her Minifters, and the knavery 
of her fubordinate officers. The obferva- 

D2. tions 
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tions which I was daily in the way of ma- 
King on the caftles more immediately in 
the neighbourhood of Conftantinople, built 
on the fame fyftem, furnifhed me with 
fufficient hints of what I had to do on my 
arrival at the Dardanelles. The manner 
of bringing them to bear on fthips of war 
was very difficult. Two fhips, which not 
having been able to join their feet, had 
efcaped the conflagration, and were at this 
time at anchor without the outer caftles, 
might have been carried off by the Ruffian 
{quadron before my arrival ; and the dock~ 
yard contained only one old veffel, decla~ 
red unfit for fervice. 1 fettled it, however, 
with the Reis Effendi, that this veffel, re- 
fitted in hafte, provided with artillery, or- 
namented with an Admiral’s flag, and la- 
den with thick planks, fhovels, and pick- 
axes, and other utenfils, which I pointed 
out, fhould fail as foon as poffible, to fal~ 
low me to the Dardanelles. 

The captain of a,Maltefe corfair, taken 
fome -years before, and who thinking to 
better his condition by affuming the title of 

Knight 
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Knight of Malta, had only rendered his 
ranfom the more difficult, was groaning in 
irons. M. leComte de St. Prieft was de- 
firous of embracing this opportunity to 
procure the releafe of this unfortunate man, 
With this view, I pleaded the neceffity of 
preparing fire-fhips, and feigning ignorance 
in that refpect, to give a better colour to 
the demand I made of this flave, I boafted 
his talents, and declared that he alone was 
capable of affifting me. 1 obtained permif- 
fion for him to follow me with the veffel, 
and received the moft pofitive affurances of 
his liberty, if { difcovered in him thofe 
talents I delared him to poflefs. I was very « 
certain of being able to give him all thofe 
which he might not already have of that 
nature; but I could {carcely forefee, what 
very {oon after happened, that this man, 
apprized by, the ‘Turks of the views I had 
upon him, was fo thallow as not to fee into 
my motives, and to difclaim me. ‘We fhall 
prefently {ee a whimfical confequence of an 
infinuation, of which charity was the on- 
ly motive. 

D3 The 
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The Grand Signior's impatience to have 
me at the Dardanelles, did not permit me 
to wait for any of the materials which were 
neceffary to begin my operations *, His 
Highnefs had given orders that every thing 
thould be under my direétion. I demanded 
a Comiffary, and Muftapha Bey, grandfon 
to the celebrated Dganum Codga +, was 
appointed, and I immediately freighted a 
French hip, to convey me to‘the Darda- 
nelles. The Commiffary of the Porte fet 
out a few hours before me, and the orders 
he carried giving me full authority over 
Moldovandgi Pacha, did not much difpofe 


* From tlte flattering hope of ruling the univetfe, 
the eranfition was fo rapid to the idea of annihulation,. 
that-at the news of the appearance of the Ruffians, all 
Conifantinople loft their fenfes; they put up public 
prayers for the fuccefs of my endeavours; and the 
Grand Signtor, who confided in my zeal, and who, 
vnfortunctely, had nothing better to do for the mo- 
ment, thought he could nét breathe ot he had fent 
eof, + “ 

+ Dganam Codga was Admiral at the time of the 
peta which, after dethroning Sultan Achmet, 
continued to threaten his fucceffor. ‘The chief of the 
rébels was killed in the Divan by this Admiral, who 
by his firmnefs and —— re-eftabjithed order. 

him 


BARON DE TOTT. 39 


him in my favour. I thought it fafer, too, 
not to rely too much on the myfterious en- 
gagement of bread and falt, by which we 
have already {een this man enter into an 
inviolable covenant of friendfhip with me. 
The dread, however, in which he was 
kept by the Ictters he received, and the 
fear with which he was infpircd by the 
prefence of an encmy accuftomed to beat 
him, made him diffzmble his difcontent. 
This gave me time to appeafe him, in 
which I fucceeded, by flattering his vani- 
ty, and we had no apparent difference du- 
ring my ftay at the Dardanelles. He only 
breathed out his il! humour inghis firft let- 
ters tothe Porte, and the little effect they 
produced, foon put a ftop to his com- 
plaints. 

My firft care was to examine the ftate 
of the caftles ; but it was enough to caft 
an eye on the foldiers entrufted with their 
defence, to conclude that there was no 
more dependence to be placed on the de- 
fenders than on the fortifications. The 
al had fo far taken poffeffion of their 

D4 minds, 
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minds, that they talked loudly of abandon- 
tig the batteries on the firft cannon-thot. 

The eftablithed permanence of the Turk+ 
‘ff garrifons converting every foldier into 
a domicilated citizen, furnifhes-him with 
too many foreign objects of attention, not 
to divert him from the fole defence of the 
citadel wherein he is placed; his cares ex- 
tend without the walls; the Turkith dif- 
cipline, always fevere, and never exact, is 
not fufficient to detain him. One has on- 
ly to throw a fingle glance on the con- 
ftrustion of the Dardanelles, to perceive 
the caufes of this defertion, Dry walls, 
raifed moresthan thirty feet above the batr 
tesies on 2 level with the water, threatens 
ed to crumble to pieces pn the guns and 
the gunners, on the firft volley from the 
Ruffians. The nature of this defence be- 
same more dangerous for the Turks, than 
even the attack of the enemy, 

An artillery formidable in appearance, 
from the largenefs of the bore, but little 
to be dreaded after the firft fire, from the 
flownefs with which thefe enormous fwi+ 
. vels 
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vels could be ferved, formed the- principal 
batteries of the caftlesof Europe and of Afia, 
the fire of which croffed each other at the 
Dardanelles, but {carcely met at the two 
caftles at the entrance. This artillery, en- 
tirely of brafs, without carriages, and 
without trunnions, on flanting pieces of 
wood, whilft 2 heap of ftoncs propped up 
the breeches, and hindered the recoil. A 
number of other pieces, lying on the fand, 
as well as feveral mortars, feemed to refem- 
ble more the ruins of a fiege, than difpofi- 
tions to ftand one. Such was the ftate of 
the Dardanelles when I arrived, and the 
Ruffian fquadron of feven thips of the line, 
two of which were three-deckers, and two 
frigates, had only to avail themfelves, un- 
queftionably, of the favourable wind which 
énabled them to block up the mouth of the 
Streight, to attempt an enterprize, from 
which Mr. Elphinfton looked for fuccefs, 
and againft which the Turks had nothing 

to oppofe. * 
The channel of the Dardanelles, fitu- 
ated at fifty leagues weft of Conftantino- 
. ple, 
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ple, between the Archipelago, and the. 
Jittle Sea of Marmora, ftretches from the 
coaft of Troy, as far as Gallipoli, oppo- 
fite to Lampfacus. This fpace of about 
twelve leagues, unequal in breadth, affords 
different points of view, where the lands 
of Europe and Afia, feparated by this chan- 
nel, approach each other within three er 
four hundred toifes J. It'is on the narrow- 
eft part of the channel, three leagues from 
the entrance, on the fide of the Archipela- 
go, that the caftles, called the Dardanelles, 
aye built, from whence the thot eafily tra 
verfes from one fide to the other. This 
point of defence has been a Iong time the 
ouly'barrier for the fecurity of Conftan- 
tinople. Alarmed, af Jength, but {till as 
ignorant as ever, the Turks have built two 
caftles at the mouth of the Streight, at the 
dipance of about fifteen hundred ivifes, whieh 
renders the foot uncertain, and the defence in- 
Sufficient. 


1 Atoife is fix French, Fonfequeatly, fomething 
mote than fix Englifh fee. 
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T have already fpoken of the two Turk- 
ith fhips of war, which the delay of equip- 
ment at Conftantinople had prevented from 
failing wich the lect, and faved them froma 
the cataitrophe of Tchefiné. Thefe veffels 
were anchored between the two caftles, 
but théy were anchored fo far out,. that 
they might eafily have been carried off by 
the enemy’s fquadron. My firft care was 
to give orders to thefe. thips to cntex, that 
they might bring their broadfides to bear, 
fo as to tupport the batteries of the caftles, 
by narrowing the opening of the channel. 
On an infpection of the offieers and crews, 
however, 1 was forced to fufpend that or-* 
der, which they appeared to me incapable 
of carrying into execution. The wind, al-. 
though favourable, was not {ufficient to 
extricate them from their dangerous pofi- 
tion ; and this pofition became exceflively 
critical the third day after my arrival. 

Whilft I was at the European caftle, 
fituated at the Streight’s mouth, the Ruf- 
fian {quadron coming in 2 line out of the 
Gulph of Efnos, hawled along the coaft 

: of 
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of Europe towards the point of the caftle, 
and had the appearance, by this manoeuvre, 
sather to intend falling upon the two thips, 
to.carry them off, than to attempt forcing 
he paflage. Either projet was very eafy 
of execution. A fingle frigate would have 
met with no more refiftance from the two 
fhips of the line, than the whole {quadron 
would have encountered from the caftles. 
The only remaining advantage we pof- 
feffed, and which it was of the utmoft im- 
portance to preferve, was the enemy's igno- 
rance of our extreme weaknefs. The 
manceuvre of their {quadron, thowed that 
they were afraid of expofing themfeives to 
the fire of heavy batteries; I had, how- 
ever, to oppofe to them only one iron cul- 
verin, bored, indeed, for a ball of fixty 
pounds. The Turks had abandoned, rather 
than placed this piece without the caftle: 
it was fupported by two thick planks, and 
pointed perpendicularly towards the courfe 

of the tuadron. 
A promontory, one hundred toifes for- 
-ward, on which were placed fome cannon 
: of 
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of fmall bore, concealed this culverin, 
which could not, inthis pofition, be dif- 
covered by the Ruffians, until the motnent 
of their quitting the Gulph, and at the 
very inftant when they would be expofed 
to its fire; but the cape leaving the 
creft of the walls, as well as the houfes in 
the neighbourhood of the fortrefs, expof- 
ed, the fquadron gave us their broadfides ; 
and this brifk, but ineffectual cannonade, 
might have produced the good effeé of ac- 
cuftoming the Turks to fire, had they not 
been utterly incapable of difcipline. They 
difappeared at the firft thot, and 1 had the 
utmott difficulty to keep with me feven or 
eight men to ferve the culverin, the only 
means of defence I was mafter of. Still it 
was neceffary to wait till the enemy placed 
themfelves in the line of its fire; this piece 
was immoveable, but that very immobility 
enfttred the fuccefs of the firft thot, which 
was fired at a frigate belonging to their 
van. ‘This frigate immediately fell aftern, 
and the fecond fhot was ready for the fol- 
lowing ‘veflel ; but the cannonade of the 

Ruffians 
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Roffians continued beyond the cape, and 
the fleet went about, after having fired cight 
or aine hundred fhot over our’ headd. Lob- 
ferved that feveral of thefe balls burft in 
the air, and they brovght me fome fhells 
which had not burft. This attempt, re- 
peated three fucceffive davs, in the fame 
order, and at the fame hour, by obliging 
me to defend this poft, prevented me from 
preparing more efficacious means of de- 
fence ; but I tried an experiment which 
appeared to me likely to drive away the 
enemy from the coaft. With this view, 
on my arriving in the evening at the Dar- 
danelles, I made them ‘draw. out a fall 
piece of cannon, taken from the Vene- 
tians, and, after having made them heat 
fome balls, and loaded the piece, I gave 
the {peCtators, who always followed me 
in crowds, a finall fpecimen of red hot 
bullets. The Pacha, and the Turks, Who 
faw this experiment, already imagined the 
Ottoman empire avenged for the burning 
of its fleet. Grates, and coals, aud bel- 
lows, were preparing during the night, at! 

the 
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the battery.on the cape, which the Ruffians 
had always preferred cannonading ; but if 
the Turks {trove eagerly to execute the ore 
ders I had juft given, fome Greeks took ag 
good care, no doubt, to acquaint the Ruf 
fians with it: their fleet approached the 
coaft no more, and they feemed to limit 
their future projects to the fiege of Lemnos, 

The firft ufe I made of the tranquility: 
Thad juft procured myfelf, was to make, 
fare of the two fhips, which appeared to 
be the bone of contention. I loft no time 
in fending them about four hundred Jews, 
whom we collected at the two caftles, and 
who, in fpite of the Sabbath, laboured to ” 
tow thefe veflels out of danger. This 
operation, too, taking them out of the line 
of the currents, a frefth wind, which blew 
afew days after, brought them up to the 
fecond caftles where their artillery was 
more neceflary. 

The fuperfluque waters which fall into 
the Black Sea, and which it is unable to 
evaporate, pBured into the Mediterranean 
by the Thracian Bofphorus, and the Pro- 

‘ pontis, 
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.pontis, form fuch violent currents at thé 
Dardanelles, that thips, with all their fails 
fpread, can fearcely ftem them. Befides, 
the pilots muft obferve, when they have 
fufficient wind, to fhape their courfe in 
fuch a manner, as to prefént the leaft pof- 
fible refiftance to the force of the water. 
The ftudy of this is neceflarily founded on 
the direGtion of the currents,” which, dri- 
ven, from one point to another, form ob« 
ftacles to the navigation, and would occa- 
fion the greateft rifks to the mariner, if 
proper attention were not given to this hy« 
dographical knowledge. This was moft 
affuredly the only fort of inftruétion the 
pilots of the two Turkith thips were ca- 
pable of affording me; and I derived, from 
their courfe, a very ufeful infight into the 
fituations which appeared to me the moft 
advantageous for the defence of the chan+ 
nel. Ifaw, in faét, that a battery, placed 
on the Pointe des Barbier’s, (Barber's Point) 
between the firft and fecond caftles, by 
making a crofs fire with anosher battery, 
which might be ereéted at a proper dif- 


tance? 
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tarieej oh the ptomontory, onthe Rares 
Pein fd; Woeld give the ‘Turks the eds 
waite of battering tite ftom dnd fen of 
Kueh veffals as might attempt to force the 
‘pele: whilft the enemy, to retern both 
heir brondfides, ynuft lay thelt fide fo the 
‘dlitrents, a manteevre which would infal+ 
bly compe! them to drive with the ftream, 
This difpofition would alfo give the Turk. 
iff stillery the additional advantage of 
etnploying bar-Hiet, with eff&&, paint 
their Giles at full ftretch, froth the froth 
withdndceffary fot atternpting the paflage, 
which muft foon be thattered, and unfit 
‘erento fecute the veffels againit being” 
wrecked upon the cosft. Another powers 
ful tedtive, decided me to adapt this ff. 
tem of defence. Thefe “batteries com- 
aéanted ‘the sachordge of the- Taches 
Blancies §, (tht White Spots), They 
woul ketp up 4 fire, Almoft uniatertupt: 

A Creek in the chgenel, on the of 
jm fickt aid forond caftles, oA se ier 
aepheuinyg quodnd -of fhe chansiel, where the enemy 
could have attempted to eftablith themfeives, after 
fresjng the pailage of the firft gut. 

‘oz. HH. E edly, 
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edly, to the Dardanelles ; and it was clear 
to me, that this difpofition muft enfure the 
fafety of Conftantinople, if the Turks 
would but tolerably ferve the artillery I 
was about to place. Another point, nearer 
the caftles of the Dardanelles, in Europe, 
called ja Pointe des Moulins, (the Mill 
Point,) being likewife capable of croffing 
the fire from the battery of the Barbier’s, 
and the Afiatic caftle, feemed proper for 
the conftru€tion of another battery, and I 
determined to eftablith a fourth, on the 
banks of the Simois, to ferve by way of 
epaulement to the fortrefs which joins it ; 
and which, for the reafon I have already 
given, was not tenable. 

+ Whilft I was taken up with thefe ar- 
rangements, and the neceflary orders were 
given to colleé& the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring villages, to execute this 
work by Corvées*, Moldovandgi Pacha, 


* Public works on the highways, &&c. executed by 
the peafants, at the arbitrary difcretion of govern, 
ment, 2 grievance long and heavily complained ot. 
France. 

ate 
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who withed, no doubt, to make himfelf 
talked of, conceived the project of repairs 
ing the walls of an old caftle of the Ge- 
noefe, fituated on the top of a promon- 
tory, from whence is difcovered the Ar- 
chipelago, and which, although in fight 
of the entrance of the channel, was fo lofty; 
and fo diftant, thatits thot barely reached 
the fea, into which they plunged in the 
the form of a parabola. Moldovandgi had 
not faid a word to me of his plan ; but al: 
though it was expenfive, and entirely ufe- 
lefs for defence, I beftowed on it the 
higheft commendations. I fubmitted, like« 
wife, to the inftances of the Pacha, who 
made me climb up this rock, to examine his 
works; I there found two or three hun« 
dred mafons building, on the old founda+ 
tions, a dry wall of eighteen inches thicky 
whilft a great number of carpenters were 
forming, within this inclofure, the bar- 
racks for the garrifon ; but what aftonifhed 
me the moft, was the anxiety with which 
the Pacha made them white-wath the walls: 
One muft judge from this, that he did not 

Ez aim 
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aim at mafking his battery; the enemy 
could difcover it ten leagues off at fea, but 
furely without being much terrified at the 
fight ; this, however, was the fole object 
of Moldovandgi, and fuch was the terzor of 
the Turks, that every method of keeping 
the enemy at a diftance, appeared prefer- 
able to that of beating them in ¢afe they 
Gould attempt to force a paflage, which 
hature had done her part to render impreg~ 
nable. 

This difpofition of their minds, detér- 
mined me to form the batteries of two and 
twenty feet thicknefs. The united labours 
of the inhabitants of the neighbouring vil- 
jages had already raifed the epaulements of 
earth, and fafcines; but the government 
had provided them only with a few tents 
to protect them from the weather, nor 
‘were any meafures adopted for the affiftance 
of thefe unhappy people, whofe crops, 
jabandoritd by them during this interval, 
were daily going to deftraction before their 
eyes. 

M. fe 
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+ M. le Baron de Pontécoulant, who had 
‘accompanied M. le Comte de St. Prieft 
to Conftantinople, propofing to return 
to France, was unwilling to fet out under 
circumftances fo critical for the Otto- 
man empire, without making me a fhort 
vifit, to form, on the fpot, an accurate 
idea of the Dardanelles. He arrived when 
my plans were fufficiently traced out to 
enable him to form a judgment; he faw, 
at the fame time, the ditcouragement, the 
confufion, and habitual indifference of the 
Turks. The Pacha, wholly occupied in 
white-wafhing the wretched walls he had 
built, out of the reach of cannon, thought 
he was aiding me fufficiently by not throw 
ing difficulties in my way ; and the Com~ 
miffary of the Porte, employed to defray 
all the expences 1 might think neceffary, 
negleéted fuch as were ufeful, and beftow- 
ed his time in loading his accounts with 
all thofe which his imagination could in. 

vent. 
‘Their own character was, without doubt, 
the moft dangerous enemy the Turks had 
E3 to 
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tocontend with; it was alfo the enemy 
which gave me the moft uneafinefs. But 
as on the moft difficult occafions, it is al- 
‘ways a capital errorto negleét the {malleft 
refources, I thought I might deriye fome 
advantage from the arrival of the Baron de 
Pontécoulant ; and after having apprized 
him of my projet, I prefented him to the 
Pacha as an Infpeétor fent to me by the 
Ambaffador of France, I paffed him offas 
a perfon fent to examine the ftate of the 
Dardanelles, to give an account of it to 
the Grand Signior, and afterwards to fet 
out for France, to convey the information 
to the Emperor, my mafter, M, de Pon- 
técoulant played his part perfectly well; 
he expreffed all the ill humour we had 
agreed upon, and this ftratagem gave a lite 
tle more aftivity tothe Pacha. This Vifir 
thought he owed likewife the higheft rer 
{pect to Monfeur I’Infpeéteur, and when 
M, de Pontécoulant took leave of him, he 
commiffioned me to beg his aceeptance of a 
{mall prefent in money, which is the height 
of politenefs amongft the Turks We were 

not 
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Not quite of that opinion, but as a refufal 
would have perfuaded the Pacha that we 
had an intention of injuring him at the 
Porte, and that this idea would have put 
him out of humour, I prevailed on M. de 
Pontécoulant to overcome his repugnancy 
for Oriental politenefs; and the boatmen 
who had brought him, profiting by the 
prefent, were highly fatisfied with French 
delicacy. 

This journey, which had no other ob- 
ject than curiofity, but which I had juft 
turned to good account, became very foon 
a caufe of the moft axious uneafinefs to the 
Grand Signior. M. de Pontécoulant, de- 
layed by contrary northerly winds on his 
return, and forced to land on the coaft of 
Europe, above Gallipoli, and take horfes 
there, arrived by land at Conftantinople. 
‘The guards of the cuftom-houfe, who keep 
watch at the gate of Adrianople, ftop, and 
examine him; aftonifhed to fee an Euro- 
pean, they inquire who he is, and from 
whence he comes? and on his anfwering 

E¢4 that 
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that he is the Bey Zade of France §, and 
that he comes from the Dardanelles, the 
guards taking him for me, fuffer him to 
pafs without further explanation, and fly 
to announce my return ta the Grand Vifir, 
who haftens to communicate the intelli- 
gence to the Grand Signior, Every body 
is in confternation, the Dardanelles are fup- 
pofed to be forced, and his Highnefs im- 
mediately difpatches a confidential meffen+ 
ger to M., de St. Prieft, to inquire of him 
the meaning of my return; but the Ame 
‘baffador explaining the miftake, and fure 
nifhing the Grand Signisr with fome ob- 
fervations of M. de Pontécoulant, reftored 
the tranquility of the Prince and his Mi+ 
niflers. 

I was one evening at Moldovandgi Pa- 
¢ha’s, which was near my lodgings, and 
who began to treat me with a good deal of 
confidence, when a Turk appears, and re- 
minds him of the promife he had made 
him to {peak to mein his favour. ‘* Aye, 

§ A Gentleman of France; an expreffion that the 
Torks had tong made ufe of in {peaking of me. 

that 
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that is true!” fays the Pacha, ‘* I do re- 
commend this man to you; you may reap 
great advantage from him; he has a moft 
fyrprizing talent for throwing bombs; a 
trifting leflon from you will make him ex- 
cellent. We have juft been feeing him 
inake a proof, which would have had the 
moft complete fuccefs, but for an accident, 
the caufes of which we cannot dilcover, 
hut the mortar burft, and has laid feven 
men dead on the fpot.” Whilft he was 
talking, I examined this man of talents, 
and difcovered, from the fhape of his tur- 
ban, that he was a Cryer of the Mofques. 
I congratulate him on his good fortune in 
efcaping from his proof unhurt, and afk 
him fome queftions on his proceeding. — 
** I have done every thing,” fays he, 
** that was neceflary ; and notwithftanding 
the accident which has happened to my 
firft bomb, Iam very fure I omitted no- 
thing to infure its fuccefs.”” “Let us 
fee,” fays Ito him, ‘ give me the parti- 
culars of your proceeding.”  * Firft,” 
replied he, “ the mortar being placed on 

its 
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its carriage, I pointed it towards the fea; 
I filled the chamber with powder, and then 
rammed it with earth beaten by a mallet ; 
after which, I filled the thell with gun- 
powder ;"—'* You fee,” fays the Pacha, 
interrupting us, ‘¢ that he is a clever fel- 
low.” —* Go on,” —faid I, to his favour- 
ite. ‘ I placed,” continued he, ‘ the 
fhell in the mortar, and fet fire to it."— 
« What! without a fuzee ?” I cried out, 
« —Ah, forry wretch that thou art | thou 
oughteft to have been the firft of thofe vic- 
tims who have been facrificed to thy igno- 
rance. But is it poffible, that with the 
quantity of mortars deftined for the de- 
fence of thefe caftles, there fhould not be 
a fingle bombardier who knows that one 
does not fire off fhells without a fuzee ?”—- 
«« This is a convincing proof, however,” 
fays the Pacha, “ that very little is want- 
ing to make him aclever fellow; and I re- 
new to you the requeft I have already 
made, to finifh his education.” Compel- 
led, -in fome meafure, to fubmit to fuch 
folly, I fent in fearch of the ftore-keeper 5 

we 
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‘we examined the condition of his ftores, 
without being able to find even the firft 
ingredients neceffary in the compofi- 
tion of a fuzee. The Pacha, however, 
infifted hard for the Cryer, and defired 
that I would make a proof before him. 
I was fo very little interefted in fatisfying 
him, that really it was not worth the trou- 
ble; but as one always fuffers by faying 
no, to ignorance, I determined to make my 
Carpenter contrive an indifferent turning 
machine, with which I turned fome fu- 
zees, and procured fome faltpetre and brim- 
ftone, and I prepared my compofition ; I 
then loaded feveral before my pupil, mak- 
ing him obferve all the circumftances ne« 
ceffary to fuccefs, and the bombs were fired 
in the evening, to the great fatisfadtion of 
Moldovandgi, who waited for nothing but 
fuch a proof of talents in his favourite, to 
inftall him bombarbier in chief. Such, 
however, was the aukwardnefs of this 
man, that after feveral days labour, he 
could not attain the manner of charging a 
fuzee, to make it fit for fervice ; and my 

new 
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new {cholar, difheartened with the toil, 
but no lefs eager of glory, had again re 
courfe to his protector. He exclaimed 
againft the difficulty of the method I em-" 
ployed, and folicited anew his intereft, to 
engage me to fhew him how to fire hells 
without fuzees. But what will appear ftill 
more ridiculous, this Vifir, who had ob- 
liged the enemy to raife the fiege of Kot- 
chim, and afterwards commanded the Ot- 
toman army, had the ftupidity to adopt 
his favourite’s propofition. 

‘We may judge, from this fingle anec» 
dote, how far the Turks were in a ftate of 
defending themfelves, and of how much 
importance it was to conceal theit weaknefs 
from the enemy. It was not, however, 
from the Greeks, who were known to be 
{pies, that dangerous difcoveries might be 
dreaded. Accuftomed to bend under the 
yoke of Ottoman defpotifm, and as igno- 
rant as the Turks, every thing which be- 
longed tothe latter, naturally commanded 
refpect. But it was neceffary to prevent 
the Europeans from expofing our fituation, 

and 
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and this was the objet of the embargo 
which took place foon after the burning of 
the fleet. A great number of thips, of all 
nations, were al-eady ftopped at the Darda- 
nelles, and, for a confiderable time, the 
Turks had given up the navigation of the 
Archipelago §. The provifions I had de« 
manded of the Porte were arrived, and I 
was in expeétution of ne more veffels, when 
a large faic * appeared, bearing down with 


§ During the whole war, neutral veflels, only, were 
employed to carry corn on the Grand Signior’s ac 
tount, and the Porte gave the French a preference, 
very advantageous to the merchants eftablifhed at 
Conftantinople. I muft not, in this note, omit a 
commercial fpeculation capable of enlightening the 
policy of nations. An Englifh veffel, laden with 
rice, came from Carolina dire€tly to Conitantinople, 
relying on the intelligence of the public news-papers, 
She was commanded hy Captain Griefwold, addreffed 
ta nobody, and fold her cargo in the harbour, 

* A fort of Tuikith veflel, whofe conftruétion is 
peculiarly adapted to the Black Sea, without being, 
fit, however, for any fort of navigation. Thefe yel- 

ls, in fact, unable to lie on their fides in bad wea- 
ther, are frequentiy loft upon the coaft, when, being 
obliged to run before the wind, they have not enough 
fea room. 
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all her fails fet. I obferved, alfo, thet this 
veflel, inftead of coming to, in the anchor- 
age of the others, kept the ftream of the 
current, and fteered her courfe between the 
caftles: I then fuppofed that fhe was laden 
with emmunition, and was making for the 
magazine ; but I foon perceived grappling 
irons at each end of the yard, and it then 
occurred to me, that the Porte, recollect~ 
ing the requeft 1 had made of the Maltefe 
flave for the conftrudtion of fire-thips, on 
his refufal, were anxious to replace him. 
But 1 was nota little ftruck with the fore- 
fight of hoifting grappling irons at fixty 
teagues diftance from the enemy. The 
veffel, however, having paffed the anchor- 
age, a cannon fhot from each bank, warned 
her to lower her fails, but without effect. 
Thad gone into the caftle of Afia to take a 
nearer view of this incendiary. A fecond 
gun, with fhot, was fired; and when I 
faw that a third, pointed nearer to him, 
produced no more effet, and that he wat 
about to pafs us, I ordered him to be fired 
at, with the recommendation to do him as 

: little 
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little'damage as poffible. The {kill of the 
gunner luckily carried away only his figure 
head. But the confufion occafioned by 
this accident on board the veffel, made him 
foon bring to, and a detachment of the 
guard, fent on board to feize the captain, 
after anchoring the veffel, brought me this 

zealous Muffulman. 2 
One mutt paint to onefelf that ignorant 
fanaticifm which devotes, and imagines it- 
felf alone equal to the deftrudtion of the 
enemy's fleet, to form an idca of the fury 
of this madman on feeing himfelf {topped 
in his cruize, and brought before the tribu- 
nal of a Chriftian: we were all traitors in 
his eyes, who, in concert with the Ruf- 
fians, prevented him from going to avenge 
the true-believers for the difgrace of Tchef- 
mé. He reproached, alfo, the Turks around 
me, with the refpeét they fhewed for me. 
Every effort was made ufe of to calm him, 
but he did not begin to liften to reafon till 
the next day, when his head was fuffici- 
ently cool to make him fenfible of all the 

follies his phrenzy had fuggefted. 
Not- 
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Notwithftanding the pains taken by the 
Commiflary of the Porte, to colleé&t the in- 
habitants of the neighbouring villages, who 
were able to work, to affift in raifing the 
epaulements of the batteries, with the ad- 
dition of fome Jews, the number of work- 
men was {till infufficient, and I could not 
‘undertake all the works at one time. Thofe 
of the Pointe des Barbier’s, however, got 
forward, notwithftanding the plague, which 
daily carried off my workmen f. Obliged, 
however, to be in the midft of them, this 
diftemper was not amongft the fmalleft of 
the difagreeable circumftances of my fitua+ 
tion ; but unable to avoid a neceflary com- 
munication with them, I abftained only 
from all fuch as were not ferviceable to my 

-undertaking ; and when a ftorm collected 
the workmen under tents, fet up for that 
purpofe, I continued in the rain, and I 
think I may attribute my efcape from the 
diforder, to that fole precaution, 

7 On fome days the plague carried off from the 
works at the Pointe des Barbier’s alone, twenty 
workmen, feveral of whom did not {urvive three heurs 
after the firft fymptoms of the diforder. 

T have 
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I have already obferved, that the govern- 
ment took no care to provide fubfiftence 
for the workmen, who daily curfed them ; 
and I would not lofe that opportunity of 
making them blefs me, by loading the boat 
that brought me, every morning; with 
water, melons, and bread, which I or- 
dered to be diftributed to the labourers be- 
fore they went to work. 

A Turkith inhabitant of the caftle of 
Europe, one of the principal men of the 
diftri@, after having affiduoufly attended to 
the works I had conftruéted, and made 
many attempts himfelf to bind the faucif- 
fons, and place them, defires me to leave 
to him, the execution of a battery I had 
marked out at the Pointe des Moulins, 
fituated in the neighbourhood. “* My 
workmen are ready,” faid he ; ** I promife 
you they will work hard, and I only afk 
of-you, to come fometimes and infpett me." 
‘The zeal and applitation of this Turk, pre- 
judiced me imchis favour ; I willingly ac- 
cepted ‘his offer. "The next morning the 
fore was evtered swith carts, laden with 
« Wo. F branches 
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branches of trees, and I faw the engineey 
pointing out to the workmen the wfe they 
ought tomake of them. Scrupuloufly at- 
tached to my method, my rival neglected 
nothing to regale, at his expence, the poor 
people who worked under his orders. This 
was one of the beft finifhed batteries ; and 
the Commiffary of the Porte, aftonifhed at 
his zeal and underftanding, and ftill more 
ftruck at the expence he had incurred from. 
pure difintereftednefs, gave an account of 
it to the Porte, and received orders to com- 
mend his zeal, and make him a prefent 
of three hundred piafters by way of indem- 
nity. Accordingly the Turk was fent for, 
and received; and receiving, rather coldly, 
the compliments of the Commiflary, abfo- 
lutely refufed the proferred recompence, 
an . ** That to seceive the price of it, 
be taking from the merit of the good 

ak he had been engaged in, and that ix 
would be too difgraceful for the Ottoman 
empire, to fee a Frenchman Sacrificing 
him(lf for its defence, whit not a Gagle 
Tiitke Udigned to eimplay bis talents a 
hice 
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his fortune in Yo important a bufinefs.” 
This excellent patriot remained unfhaken, 
in fpite of every folicitation; and the 
Commiffary was all admiration when I 
reached his houfe ; but he was ftill more 
furprized not to be able to make me par- 
take of his aftonifhment. ‘ That is in- 
‘credible to me,” fays he, looking at the 
fifteen piles of money, lying on the 
ground; “I cannot conceive it poffible to 
‘refufe fach afum.” In faét, nothing is fo 
uncommon as to find a Turk fcrupulous 
and delicate on that head. 

The troops deftined by the Grand Sig- 
nior to the defence of the Streights, ar- 
rived from all parts. They compofed a 
bedy of 30,000 men; 15,000 of whom 
were Afiatics, and 1 §,000 of Turkey in 
Estope, But this multitude, of whom I 
have already given an idea, more capable 
of creating confefion, than of ferving tode- 
fend the batteries, could {earcely be kept 
in order by the fevetity of the Pacha, the 
Whole extent of whofe tdents went no fore 

Pa ther, 
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ther, than to diminith the number of mu- 

tineers by the number of executions. 
Notwithftanding theinconveniencies and 
embarraffinents we fuffered, from the undif- 
ciplined ftate of thefe troops, the neceflity 
of prefenting, at Jeaft, a numerous appear- 
ance of forces capable of impofing on the 
enrmy, compelled us to employ every me- 
thod to prevent the defertions with which 
we were continually threatened. The ex- 
pedient which appeared to me the moft fea- 
fible, was to feparate all the troops from 
the vicinity of their own refpective dwell- 
ings, by an arm of the fea, paffing the fif- 
teen thoufand Afiatics over into Europe, 
and the fifteen thoufand Europeans: over 
into Afia. Thefe difpofitions made, the 
difficulty of efcaping-the rigorous punith- 
ment, of their diforders, rendered them 
dfomewhat lefs frequent ; but nothing could 
get the better of the cowardice of thefe 
<wretches, who were pot athamed, loudly 
to dxclare their unwillingnefs to occppy 
the batteries. I laboured, however, tp 
Ponpe them, and after having encircled, 
that 
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that of the Bardier’s, with a covered way,: 
to preferve it from a furprize by land, I 
came to the caftles, where I had eftablifh- 
ed my work-houfes for the conftruétion of 
gun-carriages, which we were in abfolute 
want of. It was now a long time fince 
any boat had entered the channel, when 
we faw one appear, filled with Turks 
armed to the very teeth: they were con- 
duéting feven unfortunate Greeks, owners 
of this little boat. The Turk, who ap- 
peared to have the command of them, 
lands, and announcing to the people affem- 
bled, a Ruffian prize, defires to {peak to 
the Pacha. Being immediately introduced, 
he affirms that the prifoners are Ruffian 
{pies ; their fentence of death is inftantly 
pronounced; but he makes a particular 
complaint againft the infolence of one of 
thefe pretended fpies, who, being mafter 
of the boat, and violently attacked, had 
dared to take ‘aim at him; and, as a repa- 
ration: for this outrage, demands the Pa- 
cha’s permiffion to be himfelf his execu- 
tioner. Whilft they were thus proceeding 
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to judgment, and he was making this ex~ 
traordinary demand, I was taking exact in~ 
formations of the fact, to fupply that for- 
mality which the juftice of the Pacha made 
him totally negle&. I learnt that thefe 
unfortunate Greeks, inhabitants of Mity- 
Jene, had only been out a fithing, and were 
no otherwife culpable, than in having re- 
fifted, on former occafions, the oppreffions 
of the Turks: he had watched them, in 
confequence, on purpofe to attack them 
under the fpecious pretext of their being 
fpies ; and the execution followed the fen- 
tence fo clofely, that, unable to prevent it, 
by coming at the truth, I had only the 
horrid certainty of having feen the inno- 
cent perifh. 

T have already fhewn, from the defcrip- 
tion of the caftles, that the immenfe artil. 
lery they contained, could only be of ufe 
in the defence of the channel, by difpofing 
them to more advantage. The Simois, 
that {0 celebrated river, but which is, in 
fa&, only a {mali gulley, where the rain- 
water, forming a torrent, rufhes down the 
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mountain, and falls into the fea below the 
caftle of Afta. This appeated to me an ad» 
vahtageous fituation for a battery, which, 
ferving by way of epaulement to the caftle, 
might contain a part of its artillery, and 
the approaches to which would be defended 
by this ravine. By this difpofition, I took 
in the fide of the caftle which enfiladed the 
channel with its battery. It was with 
this view that the Turks had already placed 
thore an enormous fivivel, the ball of 
which, made of marble, weighed cleven 
hundred pounds. This piece, caft in 
bronze, in the reign of Amurath, was 
compofed of two parts, joined bya fcrew, 
at the feparation of the chamber from the 
barrel, in the manner of an Englith piftol. 
The breech was fupported by a mafs of 
ftone, and was only raifed on great logs of 
wood, flanted, and difpofed to that effect, 
under a {mall vaulted cover, which ferved 
asan embrafure. I could not employ this 
fwivel in the external works, and as they 
were {o arranged as to mafk its fire, the 
Turks murmured at the fort of contempt 

F4 with 
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with which I feemed to treat an implement 
of deftru€tion, which was undoubtedly the 
moft extraordinary in the univerfe. The 
Pacha made feveral icmonftrances on the 
occafion. He agreed with me, that the 
difficulty of loading it, would not admit its 
being fired above once, in cafe of an at- 
tack; but he thought that fingle fire would 
do fo much havock, and the ball fly fo far, 
that, according to the general opinion, this 
{wivel, alone, would dcftroy the enemy's 
whole fleet. It was eafier for me to give 
way to this reafoning, than to overturn it ; 
and, without changing the plan of defence, 
Icould, by cutting down the epaulement 
in the direétion of the piece, contrive to 
give it play ; but I was defirous of firft 
trying the effect of the ball, The com- 
pany fhuddered at this propofal; the old 
men affured me, from an ancient tradi- 
tion, that this piece, which never had 
been fired, would produce fuch an agita~ 
tion as to overturn the caftle and the town. 
It was very probable, in fact, that fome 
pieces of the wall might fall, but I aflured 

them, 
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them, that the Grand Signior would not 
regret that lofs, and that the diredlion of 
the piece did not allow me to fappofe that 
the town could fuffer fiom the cxplofion. 
Never, doubtlefs, had cannon a more for~ 
midable reputation : friends, enemies, every 
thing was to fuffer from it. It was now 
a month fince the refolution had been taken 
to load this fwivel, whofe chamber con- 
tained three hundred and thirty pounds of 
powder. I fent for the mafter-guuncr to 
prepare the priming ; they who heard me 
give that order, difappeared immediately, 
to get out of the way of danger. The 
Pacha himfelf was preparing to retreat, 
and it was only by the moft preffing in~ 
ftances, and the moft accurate demon- 
firations, that he would run no rifk 
in a little kiofk at the corner of the caftle,, 
from whence he might obferve the cffect 
of the ball, that I could prevail on him 
to occupy that poft. I ftill had to over- 
come the fears of the mafter-gunner ; and 
although he was the only perfon that had 
not fled, the arguments he ufed to excite 
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my compaffion, did not befpeak much bra- 
very. It was only by promifing him, there- 
fore, to fhare in the danger, that I fucceed~ 
od in allaying his fears, rather than infpiring 
him with courage, I was on the heap of 
ftones behind the piece when he fired it ; 
a commotion fimilar to that of an easth- 
quake, preceded the report. I then faw 
the ball, {plit in three pieces, at the dif- 
tance of fix hundred yards acrofs the chan- 
nel, rebounding frequently from the water 
to the oppofite hill, and leaving the fur- 
face of the fea foaming the whole breadth 
of thechannel. This proof removed the 
chimerical apprehenfions of the Pacha and 
the gunners, and convinced me of the tre- 
amendous effects of fuch a ball, and I order- 
ed the epaulement to be cut accordingly in 
its direGion. 

This battery, which covered the caftle, 
‘was intended to contain a part of the heavy 
artillery, the carriages of which, fincemy 
arrival at the Dardanelles, I had ordered to 
be repaired in the moft eflential points, by- 
a French carpenter [had procured for the 
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purpole, and. who, from his abilities, was 
of very grea. fervice to me on cvcry oc 
cafion, 

Among the number of pieces which, 
were to ferve on this battery, an enormous 
culverin, carrying fixty pound balls, was 
fo incumbered with the vault, which ferv- 
ed for an embrafure, that this inconveni+ 
ence, joined to its great weight, baffled 
the ordinary means of removing thefe 
pieces. I demanded the tackling | iteod 
in need of from the fhips of war, but the 
Grand Signior’s navy was fo ill provided, 
that my refearches were in vain. I could 
not help making fome reproaches -on the 
fubje& to the famous Haflan, now Captain 
Pacha, who was at that time no more thé 
the Admiral’s flag Captain. This man, 
whom we have fince feen diftinguifhing, 
himfelf by his temerity, convinced me tliat 
he thought good-will might fupply the 
want of that knowledge which requires 
the moft- profound application. “+ What 
will you do,” fays he tome, “ with ropes 
and blocks ?#-—What fignifies taking this 
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method, when we have hands enow ‘at 
your fervice?—Show me the weight of. 
what you want to move, and the place it: 
as conveyed to ;—leave the reft. to 
e.” $$ What,” faid I, «* you will carry 
ty the hand a gun that weighs zooolb. 
weight ?—How many men will you put to 
this work ?”—“ Five hundred, if necef- 
fary,” replied he, brifkly ; “ what mat- 
ters the number, provided the work be ac- 
complithed ?” «I perceive,” faid I to 
Moldovandgi, who was prefent at this fin- 
gular difcourfe, ‘* that the brave Haffan 
thinks nothing impoffible :—Let us fee 
where his five hundred men will find room 
to place their hands, 
hilt Haffan was colleding his means, 
and we were preparing to go and judge of 
the ufe he would make of them, I fent 
my carpenter.to bring half a dozen failors 
from a French fhip, with ropes and brafs 
pullies, which I had in vain inquired for 
on board the Admiral’s thip. Arrived at 
the culverin with the Pacha, we foon faw 
Haffan, with his vigorous companions, 
make 
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make their appearance, all of them confi- 
dent of the fuccefs for which their leader 
had undertaken. But the firft thirty who 
flew to the work, getting round the piece, 
where there was fcarce room for them, re- 
duced their comrades to be fimple {pectators 
of the vain efforts they made to move it. 
This firft clay was renewed by others, 
whofe endeavours were equally ineffectual. 
Haflan, piqued at thefe difficulties, was 
exprefling his aftonithment at the refiftance 
he met with, and had juft acknowledged 
his defeat, when the fix failors I had fent 
for arrived, with the neceffary implements ; 
every thing was foon got ready, and in lefs 
than a quarter of an hour, the piece was 
conveyed to the platform. It was ftill to 
be placed on its carriage ; and on this oc- 
cafion, Haffan imagining that my fix failors 
‘were by no means equal to the tafk, offer- 
ed me the affiftance of his. ‘To what 
purpofe ?” faid I, in my turn; * four of 
my people are fufficient.” I then fent for 
acrab, which I had ordered to be made, 
-with the ufe of which the Turks are total- 
id : ly 
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ly unacquainted, and it was with the moft 
extreme adrviration that they beheld this 
enorircus picce raifed with eafe by the ex~ 
ertions only of four men; a manceuvre 
by ao means extrdordinary elfewhere, but 
which produced a wonderful effec on Haf- 
fan and his companions. ' 

We have already feen, that the Ruffian 
f{quadron, getting out of the seach of the 
red-hot fhot, went to form the fiege of 
Lemnos. Few nights, however, pafled, 
in which terror, that fees every thing it 
fears, did not give us fome alarm; and as 
foon as the canton of the firit caftles were 
heard, from whence the thot was lavifhed 
on the firft phantom the guards imagined 
they beheld, thofe of the Dardanelles 
‘thought they faw the enemy under their 
batteries. The confufion which reigned 
on ‘fuch otcafions, fhowed me plainly what 
twas to be expected, in cafe of real danger. 
To mike the Turks lofe this habit of terri- 
fying themfelves at nothing, and to enable 
them to diftinguifh their enemy, before 
they had any thing to fear, I prepared fire~ 
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balls to be fent up on the firft alarm. This 
expedient fucceeded beyond my withes; 
and fo {peedy a method of diffufing a quan- 
tity of light on the quarter of the enemy, 
foon perfuaded the Turks, that as they 
could fee them, without being themfelves 
difcovered, even the night itielf was in 
their favour. 

‘The works were completed, the artillery 
planted, the magazines of ammunition 
asply ftored, and nothing remained but to 
man the batteries. But it was previoufly 
neceflary to eftablith in the public opinion 
the fat, that works of twenty-two feet 
thick, fecured men’s lives from danger 
more than dry wails, which might crum- 
ble to pieses on the firft volley; but habit 
gaevailed. I had accounts from all parte, 
that the troops deftined for the batzeries, 
would only appear there to have the ap- 
pearance of obedience, but with a firm ine 
tention pf abandoning them on the firft ap- 
pearance of the enemy. I then determined 
ouan expedient, which would haye been 
highly ridiculous, had it not been the only 

method 
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method capable of convincing ignorance, 
I announced the proof of the batteries for 
the next morning, at ten o’clock. I went 
quite alone to that of the Barbier’s, whilft 
my own people had orders to occupy the 
oppofite battery, to point the guns to the 
work which covered me, and to begin their 
fire as foon as the boat that conveyed me 
fhould be out of the line. There was a 
great crowd, eager to behold the new fpec- 
tacle, and all the thirty-fix round-fhot bu- 
rying themfelves in the work, behind 
which I had placed myfelf, without doing 
any mifchief, convinced the Turks that 
they might take my place without danger ; 
they ftill gave a decided preference, how- 
ever, to the battery which had been prov- 
ed, and were with difficulty perfuaded that 
all the others poffefled the fame advan- 
tage. The difpofition of the works from 
she mouth of the channel, to the point of 
Nagara, where I eftablithed the laft batte- 
ties, now prefented an uninterrupted ferieg 
of crofs fires to the enemy, for the {pace of 
feven leagues.. 1 had a right to prefume, 
: : likewife, 
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likewife, that not having attempted to 
force the paffage when the channel was 
awithout defence, the Ruffians had aban- 
‘doned the proje&. 1 was ftill further fen- 
fible, that my prefence would be more ufe- 
ful at Conftantinople, than at the Darda- 
nelles, even for the defence of the caftles, 
if I could fucceed in improving the con- 
ftruction of gun-carriages, and the {choot 
of artillery, two objects equally intereft- 
ing. 

‘The little road of Nagara, where more 
than threefcore European vefiels were de~ 
tained, afforded me the opportunity of 
hiring a French hip, on board of which I 
embarked, and which brought me within 
fix leagues of Conftantinople, where we 
met with contrary winds; but 1 was too 
-jMapatient to purfue my operations, to give 
way to that diffieulty, and procuring 2 
beat with four oars, I was conveyed to thfex, 
‘capital, My firft care was to mform the 
government, that if Conftantinople had no 
Jonger any thing to apprehend from the 
appearance of ‘the Ruffien fleet, it was ne’ 
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ceffary to its tranquility to prevent the lit- 
tle harraffing defcents the enemy might 
make in the Gulph of Efnos. No mea- 
fares, in fat, had been taken to guard that 
coaft; and although thefe incurfions could 
have no other objet than to lay wafte fome 
villages, fuch was the fituation of the peo- 
ple’s minds, that the news of the landing 
of two hundred men, {welling until it 
had reached the capital, might ,have pro- 
duced the greateft confufion. Thefe con- 
fiderations, fubmitted by me to the Grand 
Siguior, determined his Highnefs to raife 
Iris Selidtar to the dignity of Pacha with 
three tails, with the title of Serafkier on 
that coaft. But I foon Jearnt, ‘that this 
man, arrived at his poft, was furrounded 
only by a few underftrappers, more able 
to harrafs, than defend the country 3 and 
on my reprefenting to the Vifix the impro- 
ptiety of trufting to a General without 
troops, “* So much the worfe for him,” 
replied he, véry coolly, ‘+ he is employed 
te defend the coaft, if the enemy lands, 
his head fhall anfwer for it!” When any 
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tation can feft contented with fuch a fecus 
rity, nothing, doubtlefs, can preferve it 
from the horrors of war, but the negli- 
gence of its enemies ; and it was to that 
circumftance alone, that the Porte was in= 

debted for the firft fucceffes of Haffan. 
This Turk, whom I had left at the 
Dardanelles, where we have feen him make 
very light of the mechanical powers, had 
conceived the project’ of embarking with 
four thoufand volunteers, in {mall boats, 
and without any artillery, to raife the fiege 
of Lemnos, and drive away the Ruffian 
ficet. I had confidered this as a mad ex- 
pedition ; nor could it, in faét, be jufti- 
fied, but on the prefumption that there 
was not a fingle frigate on the look-out, to 
fend alf thefe adventurers to the bottom ; 
that they would be able to effeét their land- 
ing with fuch fecrecy, as that the troops 
employed in the fiege fhould receive no in+ 
telligence of it; that, furprized by Haffan, 
they thould adopt no other meafure thin a 
fhamefal flight towards the harbour of St. 
Anthony 5 that purfued to the vér$'thore, 
Ga the 
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the protection of their fquadron, far from 
encouraging them to make a ftand, fhould 
only infpire them with a defire of taking 
refuge on board and, in fhort, that after 
having compelled them to embark in the 
greateft diforder, Hafan, and his compa- 
nions, piftol in hand, fhould from the 
beach behold a fquadron of feven thips of 
the line weigh anchor with precipitation: 
I had thought it my duty to oppofe this 
projet at Conftantinople; but after dif- 
cuffing it with the Vifir, he coolly an- 
fwered, “ I conceive the folly of the plan 
propofed by Haflan; but, at all events, it 
will be four thoufand rafcals the fewer ;— 
that is well worth a vidtory!” It was 
only in this point of view that the expe- 
dition was permitted to take place; and it 
was with fuch inadequate means that the 
fortunate Haflan executed, or rather faw 
the execution, of an impoflibility. 
_ Thad-availed myfelf of the fecret me- 
thods by which I approached the Grand 
Signics, to make this Prince fenfible of the 
ieee peeng He artillery of the 
Darda- 
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Dardanelles with carriages of a better con- 
ftrudtion, and with more fkilful gunners, 
The Turkith army deftroyed, or at leaft, 
totally routed, at the affair of Craoul, had 
already made his Highnefs imagine, that 
the quick firing of the Ruifian artillery 
was the principal caufe of the difcourage- 
ment of his troops. I was aiked, by his 
orders, whether I could form gunners to 
that fort of exercife? (unknown "till then 
amongft the Turks {1} and on my anfwer, 
he ordered the Vifir and his Minifters to 
confer with me, and to countenance every 
meafure I might deem ufeful on the fub- 
ject. 
If, when Conftantinople was in immi- 
nent danger, from the burning of the Ot- 
toman fleet, the Turkifh Minifters faw me 
with pleafure accept a commiffion from the 
Grand Signior, that implied a degree of 
confidence of which they were not jealous, 


{ Their artillery was fo badly ferved, that in a 
Journal of the Siege, fent by the Turks, they an- 
nounced with emphafis, as fomething extraordinary, 
* that after paling the whole night in loading, they 
had made a devil of a Gre in the morning P 
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they did not with the fame indifference be- 
hold that confidence extended to objects, 
from. whofe management they had been 
accuftomed to gratify their own’ avidity, 
and that of their favourites. Sultan Muf- 
tapha, however, was too abfolute, to fuf- 
fer them to put the fanatical law, or rather 
abfurd cuftom, in force agsinft me, which 
forbids all true believers to avail themfelves 
of the feryices of a Chriftian. Befides, 
the firft difficulty had already been got 
over; and the Minitiers, who began to be 
jealous of me, contented themielves with 
requiring that 1 fhould remain incognito. 
The Grand Signior’s name, which they 
made ufe of to make me affume the drefs 
of an interpreter, under the fpecious pre~ 
text that the populace would be difturbed 
at fecing an European employed in matters 
hitherto intrufted only to Mufiilmen, did 
not perfuade me, either that the Grand 
Signior had himéelf expreffed that ridicu- 
leu» apprehenfion, or that the populace, 
after feeing me command at the Darda- 
nelles, would be uneafy at my being em- 
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ployed in operations of much lefs appa- 
rent importance. For the prefent, how- 
ever, I fubmitted to the low jealoufy of the 
Minifters. I knew their weak fide; the 
Grand Signior was defirous of employing 
me, and bent upon it; and his Minifters 
dreaded both his warmth of difpofition, and 
the opinion he entertained of their incapaci- 
ty. They were apprchenfive, alfo, left I 
fhould avail myfelf of the afcendance I had 
over him, to bring about fome change in 
the Miniftry. But if they were juftified 
by their fears in their defire of getting rid 
of me, they ought to have confidered, that 
they might poffibly exchange an eventual 
danger, for the more certain one of incur- 
sing the difpleafure of their mafter. Arm- 
ed with this proteGtion, therefore, which 
it was in my power, at any time, to turn 
againft them, I went to the Parte, affu- 
ming, at the fame time, the folemn air 
adapted to my new drefs and character— 
I liftened coldly to the different fubjects 
which the Grand Vifir was commiffioned 
to difcufs with me. The fchool for quick 
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firing was that which the Grand Signior 
wifhed me immediately to begin ; and I 
perceived very plainly, from the earneft- 
nefs with which the Vilir urged this mat- 
ter, that the Grand Signior had not given 
him the power to controul me in the means 
I might think proper to make ufe of. Con. 
tinuing at our fecond conference, the next 
day, to affect an indifference and tardinefs 
to fet about it, which were by no means ha~ 
bitua!, the Vifir anxioufly inquired if I was 
ill, or had any caute of difcontent, which 
had diminifhed my zeal? “ Not at all ;” 
faid I, * I only experience the natural ef- 
fe& of the drefs you have put on me, which 
invites to indolence, and produces a fort 
of apathy, that already begins to gain 
upon me; and if you perfift in making 
me wear it, I fhall very foon be on a 
level with every thing around me.” 
*© You think then,” fays the Firft Minif- 
ter to me, laughing, ‘* that our drefs has 
au influence on our activity ? That is very 
pofiible,” continued he; ‘ but, however 
that may be, as the Grand Signior knows 
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your aétivity, and withes to make ufe of 
it, and would not be pleafcd with us if he 
faw it diminithed, drefs yourfelf as you 
think proper; afk us for what you want, 
and haften, as nauch as poffible, I befeech 
you, the preparations for the firft proof of 
the quick firing, at which the Grand Sig- 
nior intends to be prefent.” The Porte 
fent me, the next morning, an artillery 
officer, in full drefs, with orders to attend 
me every where; to precede me, ftaff in 
hand, and to look after the fafety of my 
perfon, as well as to procure me free ac- 
cefs to the founderies, the arfenals, and 
fuch other places as I might find it nece{- 
fary to vifit. 

I luckily found two {mall four pounders, 
taken from the Ruffians in the war preced- 
ing the treaty of Belgrade; but they wanted 
mounting, and the neceffary implements. 
The neceflity of forming workmen to this 
new fort of labour, rendered this firft at- 
tempt more difagreeable and difficult on 
account of the plague, which carried off 
that year one hundred and fifty thoufand 

fouls 
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feusks at Conftantinople, and was till rage 
ing with the greateft violence.. Compelled, 
perfonally, to direc the workmen, feveral 
of whom were attacked with this difotder, 
Thad no other prefervation than the falubri- 
ous air of the forges, to which I added the 
precaution of ‘ufing- only the end of my 
cane in giving -dire@tions ; but what con- 
tributed {till moré, perhaps, to preferve me 
from this feoutge, was my refolution not 
to give way to the melancholy ideas it pre+ 
fents. 

‘The Jews, who invariably eer maf- 
ters of that induftry which is neglected or 
defpifed, are in poffeffion, at Conftantino- 
ple, of all the works wherein hogs briftles 
are employed, and were of great fervice to 
me in the fabrication of rammers. I la- 
boured fo much in public, that none of my 
operations were unknown, but without be- 
ing aware that any of them could give of- 
fence. I was informed that the Grand Sig- 
nior propofed to affift at the firft leflons I 
gave toa detachment of fifty Turkith gun- 
ners, who were to be my pupils, The 
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Vifir, hearing that my litele artillery was 
ready, ordered tents to be prepared at Kian 
thana, the fityation of the fchool, and .§ 
then underftood, that inftead of a vifit from, 
the Grand , Signior, I thould only receive 
one from his Mwifters. I attended carly 
inthe morning to receive this little court. 
The chief of the artillery had preceded me, 
and made them falute me on my arrival, 
ftriving, no doubt, by this mark of politer 
nefs, which I took in good part, to conceal. 
the little treachery he had prepared forme, 
and of which I had no idea. 

From the order of march eftablifhed, 
for the Minifters of the Porte, all the infe- 
rior officers in the fuite of the Grand Vifir, 
arrived before him, and I began to fufpe& 
fome affront, when I faw the Grand Trea- 
furer make his appearance the firft. I ad- 
vanced to meet him. ‘* Where are the 
pieces you have prepared ?” faid he, with 
an air of prepoffeflion—* There,” I re- 
plied, ‘ in the middle of that crowd which, 
furrounds them.” Upwards of ten thou- 
fand people, in fad, had come from the 
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city, to fee this method of firing the guns, 
fo that it was with fome difficulty we could 
get through the populace, who fhow no 
refpeét to perfons, and only give way to 
violence. The firft obfervation of the 
Grand Treafurer, opened my eyes to the 
trick they intended playing me. <¢ What 
is that?” fays he to me, pointing to a 
rammer, made in the form of a brufh, to 
ferve by way of fpunge. I pretended not 
to perceive the drift of this queftion. “ It 
‘is a rammer,” replied 1 :——* Very well,” 
faid he, ‘* but I afk you, What is that 
afound it ?” 
Baron. 
It is the fpunge. 
Treafurer. 

That is not what I afk you. It feems 
as if you had forgot the Turkith language ; 
but 1 muft fpeak more plainly; what is 
the brufh made of ? 

. Baron. 

+ It is poffible I might not have under- 
‘food you; but your eyes might inform 
you, that it is hair. 

ke Treafurer 


BARON DE TOTS. 93 


: Treafurer. : 
. That I fee very clearly; but what fort 
of hair? 
Baron. 

Oh! Since you are determined that I 
fhould name it, they are hogs briftles; the 
only hair proper for the purpofe. 

Treafurer. 

And that is precifely what we cannot 
make ufe of. 

4 Baron, 

You muft, however, refolve to make 
ufe of it; and if the Mufti’s fetfa be ne= 
ceflary for that purpofe, I undertake to 
procure it. 

_ Here the crowd which . flirted us, 
and had already murmured amongft thems 
felves, broke out into the general cry of, 
God preferve us from it. "The Grand Treae 
furer turned pale, and, -taking me by the 
arm, “ For God’s fake,” fays,he to me, 
with a trembling voice, * don’t mentign 
the name of the Mufti. Would you have 
us torn to pieces?” But I was fo provoked 
at thefe abfurdities, that, -regardlefs of his 
advice, 
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advice, I faid aloud, raifing my voite, 
e¢ What fignifies this‘ridiculous clambut 
about hogs brifttes.. when all yourMof# 
ques are full of them ?”- Thefe laft words, 
which I had purpofely let drop, completed 
the agitation of the people, ‘and the terror 
of the Grand Treafurer, who alréady 
thought he faw the place flowing with 
blood. I mounted immediately on a gun- 
carriage, from whence viewing the multi- 
tude, whofe fanatic murmurs were redous 
bled, the word flence, which I pronoun- 
ced fo firmly as to aftonith them, ferved me 
inftead of the right of commanding it. 
Profiting by the momentary calm 1 ‘had 
produced, I cried out, * If there be a 
painter amongft you, let him appear and 
decide this matter.” A venerable old man, 
saifing his voice. fays, “* Lama painter} 
what ‘would you bave ?”--** I with,” reé 
plied I, ** if you are 2 good Mufftilmany 
that you will tell che truth by anions, 
the gueftions I am‘ about to put-to you.” 
Daring. this ‘ftene, the Grand. “Treafuner; 
as much amazed os any body,’ recovering 
Sask from 
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frenrhis fright, and fufpecing that I want+ 
ed.to make afe,of the painter to axtricata 
43s from our difficulty, made him approsehy 
and ordered him to be accurate in his an- 
fwers. Sy a : 
‘The Baron (to the' Painter). 

Have you ever painted tis infide of “a 

Mofque ? 


- Painter. 
Several of the moft confiderable ones, 
Baron. / 
What tools did you make ufe of ? 
vt « Painter. eth ye 
Of feveral colours © tu, 
©) 8 * Baron? - 


- Reriembet you are a Muffultnan, “and 
that you owe homage to thétruth. Why 
do you equivocate ? A colour is nota tool; 
it is only one of the means; you make ule 
of bruthes :* Of what were your latgé ones, 
made? ort dee meg rads 
Painter? ' git 
They’ ‘are of white hain—iwe buy theta! 
i médd@e—we do not makethen: 7 ~ 
Baron, 
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whe Barros. 1 

You know, however, what animal's 
hair it is; and that is what you muft tell 
me. ‘ 

The Treafurer (to the Painter). 

Yes; you mutt tell the treth; it is of 
importance to know it. 

The Painter (to the Treafurer, raifing 
his voice). 

In that cafe, your Excellency, I will 
tell it; all our painting “btuthes are of 
hogs briftles. 

$ The Baron (to the Painter). 

Very well; byt this.is not all: What 
becomes of the hair, aftet you have done 
with your painting brufhes? and, when 
the Mofque is finifhed, what do you carry 
home with you ? 

Painter. 

Tfaith, I have never brought any thing 
back but the handles ; the hair is left ftick- 
ing to the walls. 

Barop. 
_ Vou fee, then, that as the hogs briftles 
“do not ‘defile your Mafques, there cay be 
te “ mo 
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no harm in making ufe of them againft 
your enemiéa 

The cry of, Prag? teGod! was the una- 
himous anfwer of the people; and the 
Grand Treafuret, trenfported with a joy 
the more lively, as it fucceeded to fear, 
pulls off, in a moment, a magnificent pe- 
lice of Siberian marten, throws it on the 
ground, gets hold of one of the rammers, 
plays it about in the pieces * Cotie my 
friends,” fays he, ‘ let us make ufe of 
this new invention for the fafety and glory 
of all true-believers 

The ridiculous termination of this {cen 
was undoubtedly worthy of the fubjedt. 
‘The Treafaret was cotitented, arid the peoe 
ple jnghanted ; but this proof of their ge» 
neral folly would have determined me to 
abandon them there, had not even the dif. 
feultics themfelves been a fort off fpur to 
tus, which it was impoffible to refift. 

‘This tranfaGtion being related to the Vi- 
fir, and the other: Minifters on theif arrit 
val, Gifpofed them for the-apphaufes they 
beftowed on the agility of gutmers, 
# Vor. IL H which 
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which did not, make them exceed, how- 
ever, five thot in a minute, jg this firft at- 
tempt. ‘This was, doubtlefé, a great deal 
for the Turks; and one might have hopes 
that younger men thap they had given me, 
would oply require exercifing for fome 
wtime, to arrive at the defired degree of 
perfeGtion. Several Turks, even amongft 
the fpectators, offered to enter into the fer- 
vice 5, but every body found fault with the 
crooked rammers, and imagined, that by 
fimplifying that inftrument, it might be 
rendered more commodious. This popular 
obfervation had reached the Vifir's tent be- 
fore my arrival. My little troop had fol- 
lowed me there, andthe Grand Treafurer, 
always the firft to fpeak, began by propof. 
ing the fraight rammer as the eafieft. I 
combated this opinion, and pointed out the 
Manger 66 which the gunners wouldbe ex- 
pofedz ‘t Good!” replied he, gaily ;— 
“A few gunners more or lefs-——What 
does that,fignify, provided the Grand Sig- 
nior be well ferved ?” This obfervation ap- 
prared to me fo indeggnt, and the occafion 

Le . of 


le 
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of revénging myfelf on this Mimifter; and 
‘of ingratiating myfelf with the people, fo 
favourable, that raifing my voice {o as to 
be heard by the gunnéra, who lined the 
floor of the tent, Lanfwered him, ‘* That 
not being able to feparate the Grand Sig- 
nior’s intereft from the prefervation of his 
fubjedis, I would never allow myfelf to 
treat them fo wantonly; and that I would 
fooner recounce the glory of ferving him, 
than have to reproach myfelf with the 
{malleft accident.” This thort harangue, 
by exciting a fudden nturmuramongft the 
gunners, and the people affembled.in a 
crowd behind, extorted the applaufes of 
the Vifirs and when I went out to make 
them renew the exercife, the troop of gun- 
ners, -ftill inflamed with what they had 
heard, prefled around me, lifted me from 
ithe ground, returaed thanks to God for 
‘my ahfwer, and frequently repeated, with 
avery loud voice, A few Treafurers, 
more'or lefs~-What does that fignify, pro« 
wided the Grand. ‘Signior be well {erved }”” 
: Hs - The 
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The fecond part of the exercife was 
feareely finithed, béfore the Grand Vifr 
defired to ipeak to me. © Your effay hos 
fucceeded fo well,” fays he, ‘“ that we can 
to longer doubt of fuccefs, when you have 
taken ait the neceflary meafures, on which 
fabject we thall defire the Grand Signiot's 
orders 3 but as it is cuftomaty for all the 
‘offives to de Kept thut during our abfence 
frova the Porte, end as por excurfions are 
a fort of recreation we very feldom enjoy, 
aud which we williagly prolong, I thould be 
giad if you would make the gunners fire at 
@ mark ; you will May with us in the mean 
time, and we will coaverde together, which 
will ferve to emule us.” A butt I had 
made them ere& in the face of the Vifir’s 
tent, had given him, undoubtedly, this 
idea. In ‘vain did I obje& to him, that the 
pivots were too fhore; that they would 
very il anfwer the obje& propofeds und 
that ac thot would touch the butt, where 
these was, '‘befides, only one piguetrr 
“ That's of no confequence,” fays hes 
“they will make a goife, and that is all 

we 
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we want.’ The pieces ware immediately 
drawn up before the Vifir’s tent, from 
wheuce we amufed ourfelves for fome time 
with obferving the thot, which, as I had 
forsfeen, went fometimes to the right, and 
fometimes to the left, During this bufi- 
nefs, which afforded fufficient amufement 
for the Minifters of a great empire, the 
Treafurer, always ready to diftinguith hin- 
felf, and who had never ceafed to reproach 
the gunners with their want of fhill, an- 
nounced to us that he was going to try his, 
He rifes immediately, takes off his pelice, 
tucks up his cloaths, takes poffeffion of one 
of the pieces, and making one of his fer+ 
vants aft him, he employs hia whole at- 
tention in pointibg it well. Curious to 
examine it clofer, and watching fome opr 
portunity of punifhing him for the adven- 
ture of the morning, I rofe to get nearer 
to him, and made 4 fign to the gunner to 
offer him the match, that I might amufe 
myfelf with his embarraffment, in making 
ufe of it: his hand trembled fo much, that 
he never could direct i¢ to the powder.— 

H3 “ What, 
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«+ What, then, you come here to give us 
Jeflons, and are afraid!" I feized his hand: 
at the fame time, and direéted it to the 
priming; but he had pointed it fo ill, that 
we could not obferve the direction of the 
ball.—* You are as aukward as the reft of 
them,” fays the Vifir to him, on our en- 
tering ; ‘ and I am very certain there is no- 
body but Tott who can give us Seffons.” 
Then, addreffing himfelf to me, ‘* You 
ought,” continued he, ‘ to fhow the 
Treafurer how to hit the butt.”—«+ I fhall 
have no better fuccefs,” replied 1; and 
whilft he was infifting on the one hand, 
and I was objeéting on the other, to an ex- 
periment, the refult of which might in- 
duce them to imagine, that I knew no 
more of the matter than themfelves, the 
King of France’s principal Interpreter, 
who had accompanied me to Kiathana, fays 
to me, in French, “* Why not make the 
trial? Perhaps you will touch it.” The 
Vifir remarking, from his manner, that he 
‘was urging me to fatisfy them, redoubled 
his inftances, and reduced me, at length, 

3 ta 
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to the neceffity of pointing one of the 
pieces. But I was fo fure of miffing, that, 
except by placing it in the direétion of the 
butt, I took no pains to hit the mark. 
Every body, however, admires my alert- 
nefs; the gunner prepares his port-fire ; 
all eyes are fixed on me ; the piece is fired ; 
and I really partook of the general afto-: 
nifhment on feeing the piquet cut which 
marked the centre of the butt. The cry 
of Machalla! + vefounded from every quar- 
ter. The Interpreter applauded himfelf 
for his prophecy ; and the Vifir, whom I 
tried to perfuade that it was only a chance 
thot, faid to me, with the fignificant {mile 
of a man who thinks he has penetrated 
fome great myftery, ‘ Be it fo: it is by 
chance; but this proof is fufficient ; we 
‘want no other; and have no’ doubt that 
chance will always befriend you.” I made 
many fruitlefs efforts to remove fo ridicu- 
Jous a prejudice; but the whole of this 
day’s tranfactions feemed deftined to dif- 
++ Machalla—{(what God has done !) an expreffion 

of the highet admiration, 
H4- clofe 
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clafe to me the ignorangs of the Turks. J 
Obtained the double advantage, however, 
ef having oyercome the difficulties it 
wifhed to oppofe to innovations, and of 
having gained the good opinion of the mul» 
titude. 

The Grand Signior, to whom his offi. 
cers gave an account of this firft eflay, im- 
mediately gave orders to fend able gunners, 
and every thing neceflary for this new jn- 
vention, tohis army. The {pirit of thisorder 
was unqueftionable, byt they contented 
themfelves with obeying its literal conftruc- 
tion. Several bales of Englith thalloons, 
purchafed to make 20,0e0 cattouch-boxes, 
made very good fummer drefles for thofe 
who infpected the bufinefs; fifty four- 
pounders, badly caft, but with new ram- 
mers, were put on board without carri- 
ages, hecaufe the order had not mentioned 
them. The fifty gunners had orders to 
accompany them to Varna, where they 
muft neceffarily leaye their cannon buried 
in the fand of the beach, for want of 
means to tranfport them ; and this was the 

whole’ 
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whols fruit of the pun@uality of the Grand 
Signior’s Minifters. This Prince was not 
long in hearing of ‘the {mall fuccefs of the 
pains he had given himfelf; and the Vifir 
who commanded the army, having repre- 
fented to his Highncis the neceffity of pro- 
viding him with pontoans, and perfons 
verfed in, the art of ufing them, (a method 
until then unknown amongft the Turks). 
Sultan Muftapha gave me that commiffion : 
he ordered, alfo, that it fhould be left en- 
tirely to me. 

Convinced, from long experience, of the 
mifapplication of {ums intended for uleful 
fervices, the Prince infifted, above ail, that 
the Treafury fhould only account with me 
for fuch expences 2s fhould be occafioned 
by my work. <« You may,” fays the Vifir 
to me, ‘‘ take what money will be necef= 
fary for you; it hall be delivered you on 
your fimple receipt :—and this mark of our 
Emperor’s confidence ought to be the more 
flattering to you, as he places it in none 
of us.” *Tefteem infinitely the motive 
of his confidence,” replied I, « but 1 thall 

never 
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never allow myfelf to make ufe of it; and 
full of the zeal for every thing interefting 
to the fervice of his Highnefs, there is no- 
thing I would refufe, except the handling 
of his money.” The Tefterdar, and the 
Reis Effendi, called to this conference I 
had with the Prime Minifter on the fobje@ 
of the making of pontoons, joined him in 
urging me to conduét the whole bufinefs, 
without reftriGion. But I perfifted in atk-' 
ing for an honeft man, who alone fhould 
be accountable forthe money. An honeft 
man!” replied the Vifir, with vivacity, 
~-‘t Where fhall we find him ?—As for 
me, I know of none-~—Do you know fuch 
3 man?” addreffing himfelf to the Grand 
Treafurer——‘t No :”——anfwered he. The 
Vifir, turning at length to the Reis Effen- 
di,—** And you—-Can you name us an 
choneft man?” * Lefs than any body.;” 
faid he, laughing, —*¢ Iam acquainted with 
none but rogues.” ** You fee, then,” fays 
the Prime Minifter, ‘* that you afk for 
what is impoffible—See to what we are 
reduced There is one meafure, how- 

ever, 
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ever, to be adopted ;—we can remedy the- 
diforder, by ftriking off a few heads.”"— 
I was the more thocked at this folution of 
the difficulty, from knowing that thefei 
judges, fo rigorous towards the crimes of 
others, were themfelves the real caufe of 
them; and, unable to refift my defire of -. 
giving them a proof of it, by citing are- 
cent example, ‘I know,” replied E, *¢ that: 
your Highnefs-is the depofitory of the Sove- - 
reign authority; but from the very cir- 
cumftance of its emanation from God, you' 
can only make-ufe of it with juftice.”— 
* Doyouthink, then,” fayshe, interrupting 
me, ‘ that one lofes fight of juftice in pu- 
nifhing robbers?” “ Yes, doubtlefs,” repli- 
ed; ‘ when they are authorized robberies, 
they are no longer punifhable. What right 
have you, for example, to be fevere againft 
the depredations of the Infpector of the fron- 
tiers, whom you fent off lait week, with 
a commiffion to examine the ftrong places, 
and fee that they are properly furnifhed 
with provifions? His appointment coft 
him twenty purfes, his equipage and ex- 
pences 
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pences muft have cof him as much more 3 
there is no falary attached to his place ~~ 
Is not this giving a tacit confent to the 
hope which this man entertains of doub- 
Ting what he has advanced ?—Would it be 
juft to call him to account for the abufes 
refulting from his fituation *? Sultan Soli- 
man,” added I, of glorious memory, 
when he eftablithed Infpeétors over all 
the departments of adminiftration, al- 
lotted them falaries proportioned to their 
employments; he had, of confequence, 
the right of punifhing them. To fupprofs 
reafonable emoluments, is ta authorize ra- 
pine which is their natural fubftitute.— 
Pay the Treafurer what I afk of you,—T 
will anfwer for his honefty.” During this 
harangue, my audience were looking at 
each other; and the Vifir, far from ma- 
king any objetions, faid to his colleagues, 
** I did not think he knew us fo well !"— 

* Ie was on the report of an infpe@iion made on 
thefe.principles, that during the negociation of Bely 

rade, the Porte affured M.de Villeneuve, that the 

ftrefs of Gezakow was perfectly well provifioned ; 
and it was taken a'fhort time after for want of the 
flores necedfary for its defence. Ie 
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It was at length determined, that fince i 
perfifted in defiring a perfon to have the 
management of the money, they would 
propofe Chamlu-Huffein Effendi to the 
Grand Signior for that place. ‘* He thall 
have a fhlary ; but,” added the Vifir, laugh- 
“ ing, we do not advife you to anfwer for 
his integrity.” 

The Grand Signior was too anxious ta 
fee me employed in the conftruétion of the 
pontoons, to make me wait for the nomi- 
nation of a new Intendant; and Chamlu- 
Huffein, who had been with the laft Turk- 
ith Ambaflador in France, foon convinced 
me, that the Vifir had not made choice of 
him to ceconomize the expences incidental 
to my undertaking. I eftablifhed my work- 
houfes at the arfenal; and whilft I was 
faperintending the making of the carcaffes, 
the body of braziers employed to prepare 
the fheets of copper, brought me every 
day fuch famples, as evinced that they 
were badly executed from defign, more 
than from want of fill. The ability of 
thefe workmen in handling copper is, in 

fat, 
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£28, fo well known, that without enter« 
‘taining a fufpicion of their real motives, I 
perfifted in requiring better workmanfhip 
from them; until, at length, thefe unfor- 
tunate people, driven to defpair, and not 
daring to explain themfelves in the pre- 
fence of the overfeer, took the refolution 
of privately appealing to my humanity to 
relieve them from the threatened perfecu- 
tion. The chief of that community, de- 
puted for the purpofe, acknowledged to 
«me, that the aukwardnefs of his comrades 
was only feigned. ‘* You have already 
diicovered,” faid he, ‘a part of our fe- 
cret; Tam come to intruft you with the 
whole affair——The Porte is determined 
-to make us liable to the price of Miry f. 
-W- are ruined, if you employ us; and we 
dhali be feverely punifhed, if you com« 
plain of us :—Our fate is in your hands !” 
—Thete two alternatives were alike em- 


{ The Miry, or Exchequer of the Turks, inforces 
the barbarous, but unceconomical law of paying at fo 
slow a rate for ail the public works, that the govern- 
Ment, and the perfons employed, equally fuser. 
: bar- 
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darrafling ; but I made no fcruple to relieve 
them from the difagreeable refult. Under 
pretence of the advantage of light pon- 
‘toons, I informed the Porte the next day, 
sthat I would make them be fheathed with 
Teather. This was, undoubtedly, reliev. 
ing the braziers at the expence of the tan- 
ners, but the cheapnefs of the expedient 

rendered it at leaft lefs burthenfome. 
A company of Janiffaries, employed 
only for the fire-engines, and who lived 
in barracks, in the arfenal, furnifhed me 
(great numbers of workmen, accuftomed, 
by working at the leather pipes, to the art 
of fewing and preparing the fheathing of 
‘the pontoons. The Chief of this compa- 
‘ny had orders to affift me: this was a real 
windfall for him, which procured me his 
good-will, and animated his zeal. I was 
employed about the different objects which 
this work tequired, when the Grand Sig- 
nior urged me to throw fome pontoons 
ver the river at Kiathana*, in order to 
Ree try 
, * A paper-mill, formerly ‘chtablithed on this river, 
haa 
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try if that fort of bridge, which was the 
ihceffant object of ignorant calumny, really 
anfwered the! purpofe of tranfporting the 
artillery. I went to the arfenal every day ; 
and one morning, in fo flippery a froft, 
that in fpite of every precaution, I could 
not avoid a fall, which {prained my left 
foot. I felt nothing, for the moment, but 
a great ftiffuefs; and I was going on, lean« 
ing upon my fervant, when after a few 
fteps, the pain became fo great, that I, 


has given it this name, as well as to the meadow 
through which it runs. ‘This little river, which falls 
into the fea at the bottom of the harbour of Conftan- 
tinopte, and which is called ulfo the Freth Water, is 
particularly celebrated from the Palace built on it by 
Sultan Achmet, three quarters of a league from the 
capital, It is mide ufe‘of by the Grand Signior, only, 
fer his parties of pleafure, or to affift at the exercife 
of the artillery, where the train is eftablifhed; but 
fome cafcades, which decorated the Palace, are fill 
eitant. On the fides of the valley, too, are to be 
féeti forhe ruins‘of the houfes built for the grandéek, 
This clamfy imitation of Marly, the ides of 
which was given by the father of the lat Tuckifh 
— waa — by the rebels who dey 


+ could 
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could {carcely reach the barracks of the 
Jeniflary fire-men, by one of the gates of 
their garden, which was luckily open.—« 
"The Colonel was not there, but the foldiers 
were very defirous to offer me every affitt- 
ance they thought I ftood in need of. Qne 
offered me coffee, another a pipe, and anos 
ther afked if I chofe any thing to eat; 
but none of them had the fimalleft idea of 
what might be really of fervice. Although 
I had nearly fainted away, I had recollec- 
tion enough to perceive, that with fuch 
dottors, I could not, without great danger, 
give way to my extreme pain. I colle&- 
ed, therefore, all the ftrength I was maf- 
ter of, and made them take off my fhoe 
and ftocking, to plunge my foot into cold 
water; and the Janiflaries, who would 
never have dreamt of this remedy, having 
no other machine, brought the cooking 
kettle of the company *. This cold-bath 
was 

} The refpeét in which the pot of the company ie 
béld, ‘can only be compared to that which We bette 


en our amie duhontured if*it Be 
Vox. I. Ick 
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was, doubtlefs, the only means of procu~ 
ring me an eventual relief; but it increafed, 
my fufferings for the time to fuch a de- 
gree, that during the three-quarters of an 
hour I had to ftay till a fedan-chair was 
fent for, I could only keep myfelf from 
fainting away by fmelling at vinegar, and 
by making them throw water on my face. 
The Janiflaries were aftonithed that I thould 
prefer thefe remedies to the wine and cof- 
fee which they continually offered me— 
‘This accident was known to too many to 
be long concealed, an‘l I had fearcely reach- 
ed my own hovfe, before the Vifir fent to 
exprefs the concern it gave him. Even 
the Grand Signior was fo good as to make 
inquiries after me; but that. Prince was 
too active to allow me the zeft I ftood in 
need of; he prefled me to purfue.my la- 
bours, and the advice he gave me to be 
carried, and to negleé&t no means of ef- 


ieft in the hands of the enemy. It is from this pre- 
Judice that the Colonel is called, Giver of Soup; 
the Major, Chief of the Kitchen; and that the Scul- 
jions and Water-carriers, are the Adjutants of the 
company. a 

fedting 
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- fe&ting my cure, only proved that he was 
impatient to fee the pontoons. 

The third day after my fall, I returned 
to my work-fhops, and the bridge was foon 
thrown over the river Kiathana, oppofite 
the kiofk of the Grand Signior. Sultan 
Muttapha chofe tobe a perfonal witnefs to 
the fuccefs of the undertaking. He gave 

orders to the Arrabadgi-Bachi§, to fend 
four pieces of cannon to the new bridge, 
.and his Highnefs gave me notice to be 
there after the morning prayer, as well as 
Chamlu-Huflein Effendi. We had juit 
arrived, when a boat appeared with three 
pair of oars, fuch as is daily ufed by the 
people, but fo eafily diftinguifhable, that 
our boatmen were not deceived in their con- 


§ The Chief of the Carriages This poft was 
eftablifhed by Sultan Soliman, who founded an eftab- 
lifhment at the-fame time for the fupport of four 
thoufand herfes, to draw.the artillery; but the royal 
domains appropriated to that ufe, having been fuc- 
ceffively granted away to. favourites, the fervice at- 
tached to thefe grants wae foon forgotten; and the 
cannon was draggedito Kiathana by horfes taken from 
the mills, 


Iz jectures 
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fectures. In faa, it was the Grand 3ig- 
nior, whom we faw and from it in the 
refs of an Oda-Bachi§. He was accom- 
panied by two of his people, dréfed like 
Janiflaries, who went out of the way imnie- 
diately on their arrival, whit Huffein Bey, 
and myfelf, accontparlied Sultan Muftapha 
to the bridge, the ftruéture of which He 
examined with a‘great deal of attention: 
He made them pafs the artillery over ‘feve- 
ral times, and negleéted none of the parti- 
culars from which he might derive infor- 
mation refpeéting the manner of cenvey- 
ing and making ufe of thefe -hiilltary 
bridges. The Prince, whe had’ kept me 
along time ftanding upon my feet, -per- 
ceiving that I fuffered, {poke to me’ of trty 
accident with concern; and my fatellite, 
thinking to pay his court to his mafter, by 
faying a great deal of my aétivity, dwelt 
on the life of fatigue I led him, by which 


§ Chief of che Quarters :—-This zilitary citrge 
anfwers to that of Captain ; and amongft the Tiarks, 
the different ranks and profedions are diftingeithed by 
the form of the turban. 

he 
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he only proved his own idlenefs. ‘ You 
don’t know, then,” fays the Grand Sig- 
nior to him, “the reafon of this differ- 
ence between you ?—I'll tell you what it 
is.—When Tott was born, he fell on his 
feet, and immediately fet out a run+ 
ning; but you fell on your backfide, 
where you have remained!” If this 
apoftrophe humbled the courtier, he was 
foon confoled for it, by the order he re- 
ceived from his mafter on embarking, to 
diftribute a bag of fequins + amongft my 
people, The quicknefs with which Sultan 
Muftapha returned to his boat, made him 
overlook a ftep in coming out of his kiofk, 
which would have expofed him to a very 
dangerous fall, had we not immediately 
fupported him, Whilft the Prince, in 
going to his boat, was applauding the 
fuccefs of the new bridge, and urg- 
ing me to puth forward the works ne- 
ceffary for the completion of pontoons for 
+ The Sequin 1s a pieco of gold, of different 
values, but the fequin moft in ule, is worth about 
feven livres, or five fhillings and tenpence, Enghith. 
13. his 
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his army, ‘I obferved Huffein wholly taken 
up in making a hole in the little bag of fe- 
quins he had in his pocket J, to mix them 
with hisown; {fo that confounding his ge- 
nerofity with that of the Priace, my col- 
league contented himfelf with beftowing 
ten fequins on each of my people, think- 
ing he might very confcientioufly referve, 
at leaft, two hundred for himfelt. 

The Vifir, and the Minifters of the 
Porte, were extremely jealous of the in- 
terview I had juft had with their mafter ; 
and under the {pccious pretext of letting the 
people partake of a fight as ufeful, as it was 
new to Couftantinople, but really with the 
fole view of rotting the pontoons, they 
6érdered that this bridge fhould remain on 
the river until further oiders. ‘The care of 
the workmen who looked after it, prevent~ 
ed the bad effcéts of this low jealoufy ; the 
people availed themfelves of it; the bridge 

{ The Turks have always their under habits crof- 
fed, and faftened by 2 girdle, which holds every thing 
they put under thefe lapelies, between the lining of 
which thete are pockets for thew watches, money, 
and other articles of value. 

was 
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was for forty days the principal object of 
curiofity ; but the neceffity of opening the 
navigation or the river, obliged the Mini- 
fters to wait for another opportunity to in- 
jure me. 

Thad fettled it with the Grand Signior, 
that the fifty pontoons deftined for the 
army, fhould be accompanied by a fuffi- 
cient number of men acquainted with the 
ufe of them, and by a commander who 
fhould learn to give the neceflary direc- 
tions; but this effential article was precife- 
ly that which was neglected. All the, ne+ 
ceffary implements wre fent off, every 
thing was on the way to join the army, 
and the chief of the pontooners repaired 
thither with his troop, without deigning 
to become acquainted either with me, or 
with the pontoons. 

The expedition of thefe different articles, 
therefore, ferved only “to incumber the 
port of Varna; and the Grand Vifir very 
foon totally forgot what he had the moft 
earneftly folicited of the Porte. 


14 The 
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+ The Ottoman army was remaining ins 
a&tive about Babagdag, where it had been 
three years incamped. The provifion for its 
fupply, which the ignorance of their Gene- 
rals could not eftimate, and which it became 
at length neceflary to calculate, from the 
multitude of volunteers who had unexpec 
edly arrived, offering alternately: the pic- 
ture of abundance, or of famine,—profu- 
fion, or complaint,—increafed the want of 
difcipline to {uch a degree, as-to brave that 
authority which wanted enetgy to enforce 
it. Defpotitm, the art of which confifts 
not in preferving, but whofe excellence 
lies in deftruction, took this opportunity 
of conferring the office of Janiffary-Aga 
on Abdir-Pacha, in order to place the 
civil adminiftration of the whole army in 
the hands of a man who had the repu- 
tatien of an executioner. And his firft care, 
in fact, was to fink deep wells, and his 
daily occupation was to fill chem with dead 
foldiers, whom he ordered to be ftrangled 
onthe flighteft pretences, and without any 
examination. Abdir-Pacha had not been 

three 
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threé months ia office, befote the pubiic 
reproehed hits with the deaths of more 
tan thirty thoufand diet; and the ge 
vernment congratulated themfeives in 
having difcovered fo cffitactous a exe 
pedient to infure plenty and good orden 
‘The methods made ufe of by the Turks to 
furprize their enemies, are no lefs fiegulat: 
‘The Grand Treafurer has been feen com- 
tmanding a detachment by night, lighted 
‘by the flame of refinous wood, difpofed fot 
that purpofe in iron machines fixed on the 
end of long poles. Abdir-Pacha received 
the furname of Maker of Wells, and the 
Grand Treafurer was thenceforward known 
only by the name of The Blazer. 

Befides the ignorance of the Turks, it 
is alfo a fa&t, that their army was deftitute 
of a train of field pieces, which cannot be 
difpenfed with even by the greateft talents, 
The foundéries, already eftablifhed, could 
not be employed. All the procefs was 
carried on in furnaces of Ufine +, and the 
prafs, calcined by the ation of the bellows, 

” 4} Furnaces ufed for cafting iron. 
and 
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and then cooled at the bottom of the ba- 
fons, fell in a fort of pafte into the moulds, 
the defects of which added another impu- 
tation fo the pieces that came out of them. 
I propofed fetting up a reverberating fur- 
nace, and a machine for boring the pieces, 
The fcheme of melting without bellows, 
of running the metal whole, and then bor- 
ing, made the Turkith founders laugh. 
But the Grand Signior had given me his 
confidence: he ordered his Minifters to 
confer with me on the fubjeét, and they 
very foon took every means to ruin the 
undertaking. The firft meafure they made 
ufe of, was by rejecting my propofal of 
inviting to Conftantinople fuch workmen 
as I ftood in need of, the lift of whom I 
prefented to the Vifir. ** You propofe to 
me fuch extraordinary things,” replied the 
Prime Minifter, ‘+ that our moft fkilful 
artitts look upon them as impoffible. Be- 
gin, by proving to us that they will be fuc- 
cefsful; make one piece only, fuch as you 
talk of; it.will then be time enough to 
fend for the workmen you demand.” So 

abfurd 
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abfurd an anfwer would have juftified me, 
no doubt, in abandoning the Turks to the 
confequences of their own folly, and it 
really fhocked me; but fhutting my eyes 
to the boldnefs of the undertaking, we 
agreed that I fhould go the next day, with 
one of the officers of the Porte, to make 
choice of the place for the eftablithment of 
the new foundery. I had no fooner taken 
this wife refolution, however, than reflect- 
ing on the enormity of the labour, I fet my 
brain to work by what means to accom- 
plith it, M. le Comte de St. Prieft could 
not be ignorant of any of my proceedings ; 
and that Ambaflador had, befides, a per- 
fonal claim to my confidence, from the 
fanétion he gave to every thing [ undertook 
in order to increafe my reputation with the 
Porte, with a zeal to be found amongft 
very few men in his fituation. The pro- 
je@ of forming an intire new train of ar- 
tillery, appeared to him as arduous an un- 
dertaking as could poffibly be attempted ; 
and when I told him what had paffed, and 
the Vifir’s anfwer on refufing the work~ 

men 
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men, he was 0 full of indignation, that 
interrupting me, brifkly, ‘* I hope,” fays 
he, “ that you have fent them a beg- 
ging !"—** Not at all,” replied 1; « IT have 
embraced their propofal.” The calmnefs 
of my anfwer, however, did not fatisfy 
M. de St. Prieft; his prudence calculated 
all the inconveniencies; his enlightened 
underftanding forefaw alk the difficulties, 
which were exaggerated by his friendfhip ; 
and I could only make him eafy by an- 
fwering for faccefs, But the truth is, that 
this was a circumftance of which it was as 
neceffary to convince myfelf. I had never 
feen a foundery, aud my tafte for the arts, 
which had always made one of my amufe- 
ments, had never inclined me towards that. 
with which nobody can be amufed. The 
fiudy 1 was obliged to make of it, there- 
fore, became avery ferious labour for me ; 
and I did not go to the rendezvous with 
the Grand Treafurer, who was named to 
accompany me in loaking out for a fpot of 
ground for the new foundcry, until I had 
Rudied well the pofition, and nature of the 

foil 
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foil proper for fuch an eftablifhment ; bot 
in vain did we examine every fituation 
which feemed likely to fuit me: there 
was always fome objection; and I faw 
clearly that the jealoufy of the Minifters 
was fuch, as’to enter into an alliance with 
the very waves of the fea -to-fruftrate my 
enterprize by placinyme on its banks, Ot 
would undoubtedly have been more pru- 
dent to have taken advantage of this frefh 
obftacle, to give up the undertaking alto- 
gether ; but it requires no common diffi- 
culty to make one abandon a favourite, 
though an il-judged projeét. I only ob- 
ferved, therefore, ‘that it would coft the 
Grand Signior more money, adding, rather 
-peevifily, to ‘let the Grand Treafurer fee 
that I faw' through his intention ‘* That.if 
he would not ‘ufband his mafter’s trea- 
fure, I would eftablith the foundery in the 
middle of the harbour. The Chéir-Emini(|, 
was ordered to pay the expences, and a 
Greek; who called himfelf an architeét, 
ji The Intendant of the City—His poft is more 
‘fiGly analogous to that of fuperimendant of the 

“iruifdings. 
Was 
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was to colleét the workmen, and fee that 
-they executed my orders. I had ftudied 
the original plan, and found means to keep 
off the water; but was perpetually under 
the neceflity of uniting practice with the- 
ory; of being at the fame time architect, 
mafon, ftone-cutter, blackfinith, and lock- 
fmjth. My plans were of no fervice but 
. to myfelf ; no other perfon could make any 
thing of them ; there was no analogy what- 
. ever, between the work I ordered, and that 
to which the workmen were accuftomed ; 
and to overcome the difficulty of bad ha- 
bit, 1 have often been obliged to put the 
mafon to the forge, and give the trowel to 
the blackfmith., A Greek, however, fkill- 
ed in the art of making mills, difplayed 
fome underftanding and neatnefs in the 
conftruétion of the machine for boring. 
‘The Memoirs of St. Remy, and the Ency- 
clopedia, were my daily guides, and an- 
fwered my purpofe until the moment when 
it became neceflary to make the moulds ; 
but there was ftopt fhort. The earth of 
the Chartreux, the only earth which is 
mentioned 
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mentioned, without pointing out its com- 
pofition, giving me no fort of information 
from which I might form fomething. ana- 
Jogous, I had recourfe to a mixture of clay, 
fand, and plafter, as a fubftitute. Every 
thing, in thort, being prepared for putting 
the fire to the furnace, I filled it with 
30,000lb. of metal ; and the matter having 
been in fufion thirteen hours, during which 
time I was obliged to fupport alone the fa- 
tigues of a labour which hobody could par- 
take with me, I caft at day break twenty- 
five cannon, with a fuccefs which fur- 
prized and inchanted the Turks, made M. 
de St. Prieft eafy, and aftonifhed me more 
than any body. I then made no fcruple of 
confefling to the Ambaflador, that this was 
the firft time I had ever feen metal caft. 
He trembled at the rafhnefs of the under- 
taking, which might, in faét, incur the 
imputation of folly ; but it cannot be de- 
nied, that a fort of obftinacy of the will 
and docility in the execution, are two pow- 
ers which the greateft obftacles are feldom 
able to refift. 

All 
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Adl the abfurdities and calumnies which 
ignorance and knavery had circulated to - 
my difadvantage, difappeared. The poffi- 
bility of melting, without bellows, was 
new demonftrated ; and the boring ma+ 
Chine very foon left no doube of the per+ 
feétion of the new undertaking. The Porte 
no donger oppofed the fending for fuch 
sworkmen as I wanted. The lift 1 had pre- 
fented was agreqq-to; but the perfon at 
Marfeilles,.to whom I applied, had made 
40 bad a choice of the founder, that I was 
always obliged to fuperintend the cafting, 
and at length to difmifs this man, as foon 
@s my carpenter, whom I employed for 
every thing, was able to replace him. 

Whilft I was labouring at Conftantino- 
ple, to furnish the Turks with a better 
train of artillery, that of the Reffians, a&t> 
ing on the Danube, enfured the Grand 
‘Vifir’s countenance in may operations, A 
‘few bombs, fired a ricochet, having dif- 
perfed the Ottoman cavalry, the Porte 
anxioufly demanded fome mortars for the 
fame purpofe, and fome bombardiers who 
; whe 
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were. .able “to ferve them. The plain of 
Ocmeidon t was chofen for making the 
proofs, which I was defired to preparc. 
Every thing being in readinefs, the Minif= 
ters of the Porte, always anxious to be my 
judges, fixed on the next day; but the 
Grand Signior fent them orders to attend 
to their affairs, telling them, he fhould 
himfelf be prefent at Ocmeidon. This in- 
telligence, which did not reach me till 
very late, obliged me to fet out at day- 
break to arrive before the retinue which 
precedes the Grand Signior. I had taken 
care to prepare in the evening, every thing 
neceflary for the experiments; and under 
this care was comprized the referve 1 had 
made.of. charging the bombs myfelf, to 


$ Ocnteidon, or the Plain of Arrows, 2 part of which 
is flrewed with {mall tolumns, covered with inferip- 
tions, Their diftsnces point out the flight of the ar- 
rows, and the names of thole who fhot them. Al- 
moft al} the Turkith Emperors have had the vanity t¢ 
pretend to this celebrity. Ocmeidon is alfo the place 
where the entertainments are ufaaily given on occa- 
fion of the circumecifion of: the Ottoman Princes, 
‘The Grand Signior hasa very handfome kiofk there, 
aad ill the buildings neceffary for the court. 
Wor: II. K avoid 
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avoid all uneafinefs on the {oore of the ac- 
idents which might refult from the leaf 
negligence in that refpe&t. The croud of 
people which were gathering, and increaf- 
ing every moment, gave me reafon to ap- 
plaud my forefight ; but the imprudenve of 
the populace ftill made me afraid of the 
dangers to which their ignorance was the 
more likely to expofe them; for not be- 
ang accuftomed to fee bombs fired in the 
air, the Turks could not be perfuaded that 
T had any oceafion for an open {pace before 
the mortars, aud I was obliged to wait the 
arrival of the Grand Signior before I could 
arrange the pieces. The Chéir-Emini +, 
wwho was given she fora colleague’in this 
experiment, ‘was walking far and tide 
+ Chéir-Emini, Intendant of the City, and-more 
particularly of the Seraglio. He :{pecte all the public 
buildings, and thofe of the Grand Signior. He has 
alfo the privy purfe, and executes, by commiffion, 
every ‘ching refpedting the extraordinary expences; 
but this office, as well as all the offices under the 
‘Turki gdvérriment, by partaking of fo monftrous an 
adminfrafion, cannot be compartd te ay eniploy- 

snetits in the European gévefiinents. 
‘with 
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with his white faff in his hand {, when 
an officer of the Seraglio, riding full fpeed, 
ordered him to place himfelf with me at 
the foot of the ftairs where his Highnefs 
was to land, adding, that I muft carry the 
white ftaff, with which I was inftantly 
provided. Sultan Muftapha foon appear- 
ed; he faluted me gracioufly ; and his fon, 
Sultan Selim, who accompanied him, ex- 
amined me from head to foot with the moft 
minute attention. M. le Comte de St. 
Prieft, curious to fee this exhibition, had 
arrived on horfeback fome time before the 
Grand Signior, and placed himfelf in one 
of the apartments adjoining the kiofk where 
his Highnefs and his fon were feated. Muf- 
tapha was inftantly informed of this cir- 
cumftance ; and I have fince learnt, that it 
was the caufe of a fort of circumfpeGion 
which the Grand Signior affumed, for fear 
of difpleafing M. de St. Prieft. Thefe lit- 
tle particulars will ceafe to appear too mi- 
nute, when we confider that they develop 


£ This Seaff is the mark of a Commander. 
Kz the 


192 MEMOIRS OF THE 


the character of the nation of whom they 
are related. 

The Chéir-Emini and I, remained at 
the ftations feverally affigned us, and were 
-expeéting the Grand Signior’s orders, when 
the Seliétar-Aga came from his Highnefs 
to inform me, that I might begin firing 
the bombs, 2 ricochet, when I thought pro- 
per; I reprefented to him that the croud 
which furrounded us, exceeding twenty 
thoufand fouls of every age and fex, ought 
to be removed from before the mortar, fo 
as to leave it entirely open. Twenty Af- 
fequis §, with uplifted ftaves, immediately 
drove back the populace ; but it was not 
fo eafy fo to arrange them, as to leave a 
free opening for the bombs, the rebounds 


§ Affequis—A fort of chofen Boftandgis, a detach- 
ment of which always accompanies the Grand Sig- 
nior: they are armed with fabres, and carry a white 
Staff, which indicates the command of the Grand Sig- 
nior, which they are to execute. The Affequis, alfo, 
in troops, perform the duty of the Morechaufiée, in 
the neighbourhood of the Court.—They, as well as 
the Boftandgis, are on horfeback, except when the 
Grand Signior goes out, when they precede him on 
set. . 

of 
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of which depend only on a greater or lefs 
horizontal dire€tion. He made, at length, 
a hollow {pace, about twenty toifes large, 
but fo deep, that it was to be feared, left 
the firft rebound happening in its extent, 
fome inequality of the ground might fend 
the fhell amongft the fpeétators. In this 
cafe the people would indifputably have 
thrown the blame on me, which would 
have arifen folely from their ignorance; the 
firft thell, however, touching the ground 
beyond the multitude, fer me more at eafe. 
Six bombs had been already fired off, 
there now remained only the feventh and 
laft, which I had charged, as I have faid 
before, with the greateft care: it is 
launched ; alights in the middle of the hol- 
low {paces remains there, and the match 
continues burning. This critical fufpence 
Jafted twenty tedious feconds, during which 
time my anxiety faw nothing but the fu- 
ture vitims of an accident as fingular as it 
was unforefeen. Not one of the affiftants, 
however, ftirs. This thell was gazed upon 

K3 with 
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with as much curiofity as the preceding 
ones: luckily it did not burft. I then 
took bréath, and the examination I made 
of this bomb, convinced me that it had 
been loaded agreeable to rule. I never 
could difcover the cause of fo fortunate an 
exception. Nobody had time to perceive 
my uneatinefs; and this event was ap- 
plauded as a little trick by which I thought 
properto determine the experiments. Every 
one even buafted of not haviag been afraid ; 
and fome fhells fired from an eleven inch 
mortar, pointed agair:ft a tent placed at the 
diftance of fix-hundred toifts, by knocking 
down the butt, completed the fatisfaction 
of the Grand Signior, and fome Beyeux 
who had got together. His Highnefs had 
brought with him a pelice of ermine, with 
which he intended to cloath me; but, as 
I have alreaddy infinuated, the prefence of 
M. le Comte de St. Prieft, which he had 
not forfeen, determined him to omit that 
diftinétion, from fear of difpleafing the 
King’s Ambaffador, for whom he had not 
prepared 
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prepared one. The moft conciliating ex- 
pedient they could hit on, was to fend me 
tq the Porte to receive this teftimonial of 
the Grand Signior’s fatisfaction, One of 
the officers of his fuite, ran to carry his 
orders there, and the Chéir-Emini was to 
conduct me. The people, however, who 
had applauded the proofs, and. who were in 
expeation alfo of feeing me rewarded, 
aftonithed, at firft, to fee me taken to the 
Porte, foon began to believe that it was to 
punith me, and concluded by thinking it 
very juft. 

The Grand Vifir, apprized of my arri- 
val, was waiting for me in the audience 
hall, where all the Minifters were affem- 
bled. I there received their congratulations 
on the fatisfa&tion of the Grand Signior. 
« His Highnefs,” fays the Prime Minifter 
to me, ‘ has ordered me to give you fome 
public marks of it.” He then made a fign 
to the Mafter of the Ceremonies, to cloath 
me ina pelice of ermine; and the Hafna- 
dar *, arriving at the fame time, prefented 

* Treafurer. 
K4 me 
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me with a purfe of 200 fequins. I turned 
round immediately towards the perfons who 
had accompanied me, and fhowing my pe-. 
lice, ** I receive with gratitude,” faid I, 
“this diftinguithed mark of the Grand 
Signior’s favour; return thauks to'the 
Grand Vifir for this money which he makes 
you a prefent of.” ‘This expedient, which 
IJ preferred to a difcuffion of our refpective 
cuftoms, was a fufficient Ieffon for the 
Grand Vifir, aud faved me from offending 
their, Oriental politenefs |]. It was at the 
clofe of day when 1 quitted the Porte, and 
1 did not arrive in the fuburb of Pera until 


|| This Turkith cuftom of giving mcney, was what 
gave M. de Bonueva! the greateft mortification fuch a 
man ashe was could poffibly receive. “The Ambaffa~ 
dor-Extraordinary of the Emperor, who, in the Aut- 
trian army, had been under the orders of the renegzado, 
accepted, according to cuflom, a dinner from the 
Vifir.’ The Porte had chofen Kiathana for the 
eqgtertainment ; M. de Bouneval had orders to be 
there with the corps of bombardiers, of which he was 
the chief.—The exercife over, the Grand Vifir calied 
for him, and made him a prefent of a handful of fe- 
quins, which his fituation obliged him fubmifively 

to accept. 
night, 
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night. T'wo officers, one of the artillery, 
and the other of the navy, who were or- 
dered to accompany and guard me, were 
going before me on the two oppofite foot- 
ways. 1 was not more than thirty paces 
from my own houfe, when the navy offi- 
cer I was following was ftopped by fome 
perfons in the dark, who, coming up to 
him roughly, demand what corps he is, 
and, on his anfwering, fire a brace of pif- 
tols at him, who returns the fire: the of- 
ficer of artillery fires alfo, crying out for 
help. Six Janiflaries of the Palace of 
Germany, the gate of which was op- 
pofite to mine, came out immediately 
with their carbines, and without any other 
knowledge of the affair, than the flath of 
the fire given and received by my guard, 
make a general difcharge at us. ‘This cer- 
tainly was not the kind of affiftance we 
wanted ; it was fofficient, however, to put 
our enemies to flight, and the time necef- 
fary for the auxiliaries to load their pieces, 
fortunately gave me time to get into my 
houfe, without any of us being wounded. 
Although 
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Although I fhould not have made any 
complaint of an attack which, in fa&, was 
not perfonal to me, the officers of the po- 
Tice of Pera fent immediately to affure me 
of their vigilance in punifhing the offen- | 
ders, if I would point them out. The 
Grand Vifir fent alfo the next morning to 
inquire after me, and to get the particu~ 
lars of the attack ; and the Grand Signior 
‘was fo good as to intereft himfelf for me. 
But the government was foon obliged to 
occupy itfelf with naore important cares, 
the obje& of which, will explain the dan- 
ger Thad been expofcd to, and its confe. 
quences will develope the manners of the 
‘Durks, their ¢/prit de corps, and the feeble 
nefs of their government. 

A violent animofity had fubfifted for 
fome time between the Janiffaries of the 
company of the Laffes, and the marine 
corps, which had taken rife in one of the 
taverns of Galata, where a child of thir- 
teen or fourteen years old, ufed to dance, 
te bring cuftomers to the houfe. After 
having alternately given pleafure to both 

parties, 
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parties, this child became the obje& of 
their diflentions; facceflively carried off by 
one or other, the two corps at length wenr 
formally to war, and Galata was the thea, 
tre, Their inveteracy was carried to fach 
length, that one of the parties retiring in- 
to the principal Mofque, the other carried 
off fome cannon from fome merchant 
thips, which they fixed ot the gace of the 
temple. The corner of every ftreet be- 
came an ambufcade; even che night did 
not interrupt the {cattering fire, every dif- 
charge of which reached the Grand Sig- 
nior’s ear. All trade and communication 
were interrupted. ‘The government, how- 
ever, which had never dreamt of nipping 
the evil in the bud, which might even 
have pesceived the fermentation in the 
attack on my conduétors, but which 
uniformly believes that the beft method of 
preferving order, is by the deftruction of 
the human {pecies, at firlt adopted the 
menfare of letting the combatants maflacre 
each other, making a few ineffeétual at- 
tempts to conciliation, This fcandalous 

tumult 
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tumult Lied three days, and upwards of 
fifty perfons fcll vidtims to fuch unpardon- 
oble negligence. I happened to be at the 
Gr.-d Vifir’s when an account arrived of 
tac increafed acrimony of the contending 
partics. ‘So much bravery at Galata, 
and fuch cowardice on the Danube,” fays 
the Vifir, ‘ proves that the Turks are 
afraid of nothing but the bais. We thall 
never put an end to this affair,” added he, 
Jaughing, ‘ unlefs Tott, with a few 
Frenchmen, goes and brings them to rea- 
fon.” It was high time, however, feri- 
oufly to think of it ; for it was to be fear- 
ed, that other companies of Janiffaries, 
by taking the part of their comrades, might 
extend the tumult even within the walls 
of Conftantinople. But this very circum~- 
ftance rendered vigorous meafures difficult 
of execution. A meafure of policy there- 
fore was adopted, which was to get hold 
of the objet of their quarrel; but the 
party in pofftffion would not confent to 
give up the child, without a pofitive aflu- 
rance that it fhould not be delivered to the 


oppofite 
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oppofite party. And the child, given up 
en that condition, was hanged, to the 
great fatisfaétion of thofe very perfo.s 
who were fighting about it only an inftant 
before. 

During this fedition, I was treating 
with the Minifters of the Porte for the 
formation of a new corps of artilllery.—- 
Not that the Turks were in want of troops 
deftined for that fervice, for upwards of 
forty thoufand men, inlifted and the name 
of Zopchi*®, formed acorps already to nu- 
merous, but which was, in fat, only a 
gnawing worm, whofe fupport was no lefs 
burthenfome than ufelefs. Without any 
point of union, and devoid of difcipline, 
thefe men, as well as the Janiflaries, are 
difperfed throughout the capital, and the 
empire. A ticket called efamé{, with 
which every foldier is provided, infures to 
him his pay, whether he prefents it in per- 
fon, or fends it by his agent. Very fre- 
quently, too, he fells this ticket; and, at 


* Gunners, 
{ Pay. 
all 
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all events, never thinks of joining bis 
colours, but whea he can do no better, 
and then only to partake of the dinner 
provided for fuch as choofe to refide at the 
-barracks. This abufe is very ftriking at 
the firft fight of the barracks of the Ja- 
niffaries :~-They occupy the beft chofen 
fituations ia Conftantinople. Sultan Soli- 
man, who built them, beftowed a profu- 
fion of gilding on the roofs of the porti- 
cos, which has always been fupported by 
his fucceflors. But the difcipline he eftab- 
lithed, has not been fo well maintained :— 
by abandoning the regulations, the fpirit 
of the corps is annihilated, and the num- 
der in a€tual pay, (for the inrolled are in- 
‘pumerable) amounts to four hundred thou- 
‘fand; of whom fearcely twenty thoufand 
are colleéted together, It muft further be 
ebferved, that tnis fmall number is, in ge- 
~actal compofed of thofe who have lew pay, 
and of thofe, who having none, ferve in hopes 
vf obtaining it. This pay, which is-only 
diftributed every three months, is carried 

from, 
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fiom three afpres, ep to ninety-nine §.— 
‘This arbitrary method of rewarding milita- 
sty fervices, thrown entirely into the hands 
of their leaders, mmuft neceffarily operate to 
the deftruction of this militia. Favour, 
‘too, which abufes every thing, has 
‘affumed to itfelf a great number of 
fituations with the higheft pay, as well 
as the greateft part of the alienated do- 
mains appropriated to military fervice.— 
Thefe different obje&ts, are in Turkey be- 
come the recompence beftowed by the man 
in favour on his domeftics, and the em- 
pire, whofe wants were provided for by 
the legiflature, ftripped at this day of a 
principal part of its revenues, fcarely finds 
in- the remaining fragments, a fufficient 
fapply for its‘ moft urgent exigencies 
§ The afpres, which might be eftimated at fix de~ 
niers, would give for 99 afpres, 49 fols anda half; 
{upwands of as.) but which, by the value of the coin, 
muit be reduced to 39 fols, 6 denicrs; (about 19d. 
halfpenny) always obferving, that this calculation, 
‘which is mearty ‘the exchange eftablifhed by com- 
merce, is ftill far above what would be produced ftom 
examining the intrinfic value. The Grand Signior’s 

fitver money has fcarcely fix deniers pure. 
And, 
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And, in fad, if one except the produce of 
perfecutions, which the Grand Signior 
hides in his private treafury, under the 
vague, but not lefs tyrannical, title of 
confifcation, the revenues of the empire 
‘eftimated on the records at more than 500 
millions of livres, about 25,400,000l. pro- 
duces effeGtively only 74 millions, or 
3,209,0001, to the public treafury. This 
fum, however, muft pay the troops, fup- 
port the navy, and fupply the other cur- 
rent expences, and fervices unprovided for,; 
whilft the 400 millions arifing from the 
royal domains, appropriated by Sultan So- 
liman to the fupport of a numerons caval- 
ry, of 4000 draught horfes for the artil- 
lery, the reparation of the fortreffes,. the 
repair of the highways, &c. only ferve to 
make the private fortunes of thofe- who 
are in poffeffion of them, and the Grand 
Signior, in confequence, is obliged to em 
ploy the treafure he may have kept in re+ 
ferve, to provide for the immediate calls 
and deficiencies, 1 


Sultan 
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Sultan Muftapha began to exhauft his 
wealth, and had very poor confolation forthe 
600 millions he had already expended. He 
felt the neceffity of putting his troops on a 
different footing, and was defirous that I 
fhould make a code of regulations for the 
new corps of artillery; but the firft ftep 
neceflary was to provide from the public 
treafure, for the annual expence it would 
occafion. The Grand Treafurer could only 
make out a revenue of 300,000 livres, 
about 12,000l. fterling, by feizing a fmall 
duty which had been enjoyed by the clerks 
of his offices. The Porte next employed 
itfelf about the name which fhould be 
given to the new corps; the learned were 
confulted on the fubjeét, and the name 
of Suratchis (diligent) was unanimoufly 
adopted. The Grand Signior approved of 
the ordinance I had drawn up, and confe- 
crated it in the Hattu Humayonn *, which 
was iffued from the throne for the crea- 
tion of the new corps. The uniform was 

* A fovereign Edi&, which has the force of law 3 
the effect of which is for ever binding. 

Vou. I. L alfo 
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alfo agreed on; and as it was neceflary to 
render it as light as the nature of the fr- 
vice required, without attempting a new 
ftyle of drefs, which ignorance would have 
turned into ridicule, and againft which fa- 
naticifm would have lifted up her voice, I 
conciliated thefe difficulties by adopting 
the form of the Albanefe drefs ; and the 
‘corps of Suratchis, completed to fix hun- 
dred foldiers, was lodged in barracks with 
the officers at Kiathana, where the fchool 
was already eftablithed, the exercife of 
which, although it ought to be confined to 
cannon, was extended to the ufe of the 
bayonet, becaufe fo indifpenfibly neceffary, 
and which I was defirous of accuftoming 
the Turks to carry. One would imagine, 
too,’ that the Turks would at leaft have 
{pared their cenfures of this weapon by 
which they had been fo completely beaten 
by the Ruffians ; but it was neceffary even 
on this head, to impofe filence on their cri- 
tics, and work upon their prejudices, by 
the interpofition of the Mufti. That chief 
of the law, accompanied by the Vifir, and 
‘ all 
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all the Minifters, came to the {chool; and 
apprized of this extraordinary vifit, I went 
to receive them, and the exercife being 
over, the chief of the law defired me to 
range the corps in line of battle before the 
kiofk where he was placed. He then atked 
me for one of the new mufquets, which I 
prefented him; and after entering with 
me into all the particulars of the ufe of the 
bayonet, he pronounced, with a loud voice, 
a prayer of benediction on that weapon, 
and that it might be applied to the defence 
of the true faith, The exclamation of 
Praifed be God, then uttered by the whole 
corps, was repeated by the croud of 
people, attracted by curiofity ; and the fa- 
natics, always ready in the applaufe, whe- 
ther of a benedidtion or acurfe, very foon 
talked of nothing but the wonderful advan~ 
tages the empire would derive from tho 

bayonet. G 
The corps of Janiffaries were more inte- 
refted in obferving the exactnefs with which, 
the money was diftributed every week to 
the Suratchis, and the uniform they wore 
Lz and 
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and they loudly declared that they would 
receive, With pleafure, the diftipline, at 
the fame price. This corps, in fact, for- 
merly confined to the tributary children, 
and fo formidable to its mafters, long fince 
degraded by departing from its regulations, 
was at length fo fallen into negleé, that at 
the time of forming the Suratchis, the 
Grand Signior owed the Janiffaries nine 
quarters pay, making an arrear of twenty 
feven months, Yet never did that corps 
give lefs uneafinefs to the Sovereign ; but 
this tranquility, far from affording a proof 
of its fubmiffion, was only a certain pre- 
fage of the fuccefs of the enemy, Dif- 
turbances in a defpotic government, pro- 
slaim only the energy of the nation; 
‘When it is no longer able to make a ftrag- 
gle againft inte:nal oppreffion, what exer- 
tions can it oppofe to foreign forces ? 

The feverity of their eftablithed military 
punifhments, furnifhed me with an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring the love of the foldiers, 
without facrificing difcipline; and I loft 
no time in fubftituting, to chains and the 

baftinado, 
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baftinado, other methods which, appa- 
rently lefs violent, would equally fecure 
good order and fubmiffion, whilft it efta- 
blithed the fentiment of honour {fo infepa- 
rable from military ideas, but which has no 
term to exprefs it in the Turkith language. 
Double turns of duty were the punifhment 
of flight faults; the collar turned, and the 
facings flapped, without interrupting their 
fervice, were punifhments referved for 
more weighty offences: defertion, which 
had never hitherto been overlooked, was 
punifhed by the gallies; and, what was 
unheard of, in fhort, amongft the Turks, 
fentinels were placed, and fome Tartars, 
formerly in the Ruffian fervice, inlifted 
into this new corps, fet the example of re- 
gularity in the fervice. This troop, parti- 
cularly trained to the management of light 
artillery, was daily exercifed, and was foon 
able to fire fifteen times in a minute § ; but 


§ A flower fire, and more attention in taking aim, 
would, no doubt, have beea preferable; but the 
‘Turks hitherto were afraid only of the noife, which 
they were defirous of making ;—a jufter eftimate was 
beyond their knowledge. 


L3 but 
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L invariably refufed their requeft to learn 
the ufé of fmall arms, becaufe this corps 
was too weak to reftrain‘ the ralleries of 
other corps; and I muft obferve, that M. 
de Bonneval only failed in his project of 
forming one in Turkey, in the European 
manner +, from his ignorance of the cha- 
rater of the nation he had adopted, which 
led him to begin where he fhould have 
finifhed : befides that, the manual exer- 
cife, properly fpeaking, was not an object 
of utility to the new troop, which, to do 
its duty, ought always to begin by piling 
up their arms, 

+ The Turks affured me, that M. de Bonneval, 
who had colleéted at Scutary, ajcorps of Aibanefe, 
after teaching them to facc to the right and left for 
fome time, could never obtain from them thé pro- 
mift of returming the next year for the fame object ; 
and that a Dervife feeing them wheeling round, 
tumed to fome Janiffiries who had got together 
fiom curiofity, and faid to them, ‘* They are prepar- 
ing to treat you in the fame way as Peter the Great 
did for the Strclitzes.” But it was not fo much the 
murmur excited by this expreflion, which made this 
phantom of difcipline vanifh, as the intereft of thofe 
who were to be difciplined, and whom it was firft ne- 
reflary to pay. 

Sultan 
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Sultan Muftapha came frequently to 
thefe exercifes; was fond of feeing the 
quick fire, and always made a prefent to 
the gunners; but he never thought proper 
to give any orders but through me, and I 
availed myfelf of thefe opportunities to ex- 
cite the adlivity of his Minifters, by ftimu- 
lating his. The Vifir’s zeal, which thould 
have contented itfelf with favouring my la- 
bours as much as poffible, induced him to 
come and infpeét them. He arrives, in one 
of his excurfions at Kiathana, without ap- 
prizing me of it, and demands a repetition 
of the exercife they went through every 
morning. ‘* We cannot, without order,” 
fays the commanding officer —** Are not 
mine fufficient ?” replied the Vifir—‘* We 
thall refpeét them, no doubt,” fays the of- 
ficer, ** in every thing which does not 
concern our difcipline; but on that head 
we know no other fuperior than our Adgi- 
bektache+.” ‘The Vifir, fmiling at this 

anfwer, 

+ Adgibektache, a Santon Dervife, venerated by 


the Turks, and looked upon as the founder of the 
L4 Janiffaries, 
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anfwer, put up with it; and it was from 
himfelf I had the ftory. . 

It was fome tinie fince the Grand Sig- 
nior had confulted me on the fteps to be 
taken to put the channel of the Black Sea 
out of danger of an infult. I had propo- 
fed to build two caftles towards its mouth, 
‘pat I thought this proje& was abandoned, 
when I received intelligence of the works 
which the Porte was carrying on at the 
two light-houfes of Europe and of Afia— 
‘They were imtrufted to the care of two 
architetts as little acquainted with lines of 
defence, as they were of the rules of Vi- 


Janiffaries, although he be, in fa, only their 
Legiflature. He lived under the reign of Amorath 
the Firft, and when that Prince, by the advice of 
his Vifirs, formed from the portion of flaves which 
fall to his thare, anew body of foldiers (Yeti Tchery) 
he addreffed him(elf to Adgibektache, to give him a 
code of regulations, and his benediGion. It is told, 
that to fanGify his new corps, he addreffed his pray- 
ers to God, after placing the fleeve of his white robe 
‘on the head of the Commander of the troops, and that 
the white felt fil] hanging cto the cap of the Ja. 
niffacies, is preferved only in commemoration of the 

cwhite fleeve of Adgibektache, 
truvius 5 
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truviue; and accordingly at the mouth of 
the channel, and without the range of 
thirty-fix pound fhot, they prefently rua 
up fome ill built towers, and a few dy 
walls, to contain the artillery, which after 
a white-wafhing, enabled the Minifters to 
announce them to the Grand Signior as a 
work of perfection. But Sultan Mufta- 
pha, who had, doubriefs, intended that I 
fhould overlook the execution, aftonithed 
to find in the account laid: before him, 
that I had nothing to do with it, inquired 
the reafon of it. His Minifters, who 
were inceflantly endeavouring to keep me 
out of the way, excufed themftlves, by 
faying that the order did not exprefsly en- 
join them to confult me. But his High- 
nefs not choofing to truft to them, gave 
them the mortification of fubmitting their 
work to my infpeétion. The Reis Effen- 
dit, and the Grand Treafurer, were em-~ 
ployed to conduét me tothe new built caftles, 
to determine whether it would be better 
to preferve, or to deftroy them. ‘The com- 
§ Reis Effendi—Minifter for foreign affatrs. 
plaifance 
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plaifance with which the Grand Vifir gave 
me this invitation, proved to me that the 
Grand Signior had not been quite fo gentle 
in the orders he had given his Minifters.— 
But this circumftance, truly alarming for 
them, was not lefs embarrafling to me; 
for I muft either betray the interefts with 
which I was intrufted, or facrifice the in- 
nocent. In faét, I could not but forefee, 
that by improving the works they had juft 
conftru&ed, they who had given orders 
for them, would throw the blame on the 
two architects ; and that the latter, unable 
gither to do better, or to decline the un- 
dertaking, could not, without extreme 
cruelty, be involved in the confequences 
of this inquiry. We took thefe poor fel- 
lows with us, and their firft care after our 
arrival, was to reprefent to me the rifque 
they run if I, difapproved of their work. 
But they were by no means contented with 
my bare aflurances that their ignorance 
would fave them. The two Minifters ur- 
ged me to give my opinion, and were al- 
ready finding fault with th. mafonry, and 

con- 
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conderhning the bad ftate of the barracks 
in the midft of the inclofure.~ “ That is 
of the leaft confequce,” anfweredI; “ the 
moft material affairis, that the ‘thot fhould 
crofs one artother, the reft is eafily reme- 
died.” One of the architects immediately 
affured us that the balls would crofs.—— 
«¢ That is what you have nothing to’ do 
with,” replied I: “* You have built on the 
fituations ‘pointed out to you; if the dif- 
tances are too great for the effeCtual range 
of fhot, it will be unneceffary to examine 
your principles of building. In that cafe, 
every thing muft be deftroyed, and the 
forts re-built on a better Gtuation.” The 
Greek began to perceive his folly in talk- 
ing about artillery, and the gunners re- 
ceived orders to prepare the cannon. The 
Grand Treafurer, who of all the Minifters 
had more immediately taken part in this 
work, propofed to me to go to the fhore, 
to judge of the ‘effects of the thot; add- 
ing that the mafter-gunner affured him 
he had already feen them crofs, ‘I have 
fo much reliance,” faid I, ** on his obfer- 

vations, 
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» ‘vattons, that I will take {pecial care not $0 
fepeat them from the fame place; it .is 
from the tower that we will go aad make 

- ours; from that height we thall be better 
able to judge of the matter.” We mount- 
ed, in confequence, on the battlements of 
a miferable tower, wifely defigned to ferve 
as ‘a powder magazine. A flag being dif- 
played, by way of fignal, the experiment 
took place, and we faw very diftindlly, 
that the thot fired from the owo caftles of 
Europe and of Afia, {carcely reached a 
third of the diftance that feparates them ; 

band this experiment, repeated feveral times, 
proved invariably the fame thing. It was 
no longer neceflary to examine the con- 
ftruGion of the caftles, after fo clear a 
demonftration of their inutility. The mi- 
notes of this affair were drawn up in fuch 
@ manner, as to relieve the two architedts 
from all uneafinefs. 1 dised with thetwo 
Minifters, after which, wo,re-imbarked on 

+ gtr return to Conftantinggle, intending to 

. examine, on our way, the.moft favoyrable 
-pofition for the two forts which were deem- 

ed 
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ed tieeeflary for the defénce of the Bofpho- 
rus, which we diftovered very on ; the 
two firft promontories we faw, placed at a 
proper diftance, arid fo fituated as to cover 
the anchoring ground, which is before 
them, feemed defigned by nature for the 
purpofe. This produced, of courfe, a 
great deal of converfation. The Minifters 
‘rere to give an account of theit commif- 
fion ; the confequerice of which was, with 
refpeét to me, that ¥ did not hear another 
‘word upon the fubje& for more than fix 
months, 

The labours of the foundery, and the 
daily inftruGion of the new regiment of 
Gnners, afforded me employment enough 
to divért‘me from every other idea.— 
I thdught no more about the fortification 
of the channel; and imagined that even 
the Grand Signior himfelf had hidét efide, 
when two mefflages, one from the Vifir, 
‘ead the other frem the Reis Effendi, arri- 
ving at the fame moment; to urge my pre- 
‘fence at the Porte, made me fafpect fome 

orders 
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orders from the iaterior$, which would 
admit of no delay in the execution ; but I 
did not expeét to find the Minifters in fuch 
an agitation. They were affembled at the 
Vifir’s houfe, and were ftill trembling un- 
der the refentment of their mafter §.  Sul- 
tan Muftapha, who came frequently to 
confer with his Minifters at the Porte, and 
make them give an account of their admi- 
niftration, had appeared there that very 
morning. Well informed, no doubt, that 
the building of the projeéted caftles was 
not yet begun, he called his Minifters toges 
ther in hafte, and made them tremble at his 
outfet. ** You are all traitors !"—~faid he ; 
‘* you have already fhaken my throne ;— 
you are labouring to overthrow it !”—Anger 
feuthed from his eyes ;—~his Minifters were 
ftruck dumb.—I{mael Bey |] alonc, bolder 


meee 
t Thilf word, which is literal'tranflation of the 
Turkith werd, is ‘appropriate -by cuftonk to the 
palace of the “Grand Signior, gqij feans, in fact,,co 
correfpond with defpotifm better than any thing elle. 
§ ‘The Reis Edendi himfelf comamuticated the pax: 
ticulars of this {cene to me. 
{| The Same of the Reis Efendi, 


ftruck 
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than the reft, from being more certain 
of his mafter’s favour, had the courage 
to intreat him to name the traitor— 
* Yourfelf,” replied the Sultan, *¢ where 
are the caftles which Tott fhould have 
built fix months ago? He fixed on the 
proper fituations; have you hitherto en- 
abled him to lay the firft ftone?” The 
Minifters pleaded in their juftification, that 
they had not received any orders for it: 
The Emperor infifted that he had given 
them ; but he could only be calmed by the 
affurance, that the workmen fhould be 
there the very next day. We agreed on 
the hour of meeting, there to give a few 
ftrokes of the pick axe, a formality which 
the Minifters made a point of, that they 
might be able confcientioufly to inform 
their mafter that the work was begun. 
"Fhere was another circumftance more ne- 
ceflary for'me, previous to the undertak- 
ing, and I employed myfelf in drawing 
plans adopted to the refpettive fituations, 
whilft the Vifir was confulting the Aftro- 
logers, to find out the day and the hour 

the 
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the moft’ aufpiclous for laying the fir 
ftone. The time wag at length fixed, and 
1 was on the point of fetting out for the 
ceremony +, when a Turk, followed by 
feveral Tchoadars, arrives and is announced 
as comping from the Grand Signior. The 
confequential carriage of this perfonage, 
and his filent gravity, were not calculated 
to fatisfy one very foon repedting the ob- 
je@ of his miffion. His flownefa in fival- 
lowing his cup of coffee, the conftant 
prelude to all Turkith converfations, ftijt 
further added to my impatience. At 
length he draws out from his bofom a 
finail bag of red fattin, which he prefents 
me with, on the part of his mafter, com- 
plimenting me at the fame time on the 
mark of diftinGion it contained, and the 
prerogatives attached to it. Inthe mean 
time, Iopen the bag, from which I draw 
out a parcel of handkerchiefs embroidered 
4 This sidicalous fcience which is kept in pay by 
fear, and which foretells nothing with certainty 
bat the ignorance of its votaries, is held in fach re~ 
verence ut Conftantinople, that there exifts 4 

Monedgim-Bachi, Chief of ehe Soothfayers. 
with 
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with gold, in which were fout pieces of 
ebony, which joined to one apether by 
filver hinges, gave, when epened out, the 
ftandard of the Turkith Pit +, ufed in 
building. “ You may now,” continued 
the Turk, ‘ difpofe of all thé workmen 
in Conftantindple ; and the Grand Sig» 
nor’s Pic, which is intrufted to you, ez« 
tends your authority over them, even to 
the infliétion of punifhments. Such emi- 
nent advantages loft much of their value 
in my hands; but I¢ould not avoid tefti= 
fying the high eftimation in which I held 
this honour, by making a prefent to the 
bearer, and diftributing a few fequins to 
his attendants. Putting the ftandard 
amongft my other inftruments, I fet out 
for the ground fixed on for the new 


+.Pic ip thé name of the Turkith ells but thex 
are of feveral forts, Our thopkeeper’s ell is the Tur 
Kith Pic ad'ttiree. quarters, as thade ufe of in meafut= 
ing. cloth. The Indofé is another fort of Pic to 
tnenfing othee ftufis, and the mafon's Pic, whith ig 
Treg shite the other, is oy to two fet, four 
aochtes,’ and thite lines. 


‘Vor. I, M caftles, 
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caftles, where I found about forty over- 
feers of worknjen already aflembled ; each 
of them was furnithed with a double Pic, 
This badge of authority reminded me of 
that which I bore. I determined to 
employ the time previous to the aftrologi- 
cal. hour.of the Minifters in verifying the 
meafores of the overfeers, in.order to 
eftablify that uniformity which was in- 
difpentibly requifite to accuracy. All 
theft gentlemen got very familiarly round 
me, aud their leader, who called himfelf 
an Grchiteét, and thought he was one, pre- 
famigig already on my traGtability in fol-. 
Towing his advice, propofed to me to veri- 
fy all the meafures by his own. “I muft 
fist hogin-with -yours,” faid I, taking 
amy Atandatd qut ef the ‘crimfon bag. At_ 
the fight of this, the whole bedy of thofe - 
fellows flarted back ten paces from me, 
anaJ availed myfelf of, the fisft farprife to: 
eftablith my authority, by a_friking, but - 
nateruel a& of feverity, ordering al the - 
meats, not conformable to.my.ftandard,; 


Flaw Pare te 
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to be broken to pieces ;—-not one of them, 
not even that of their Chiefe(caped this fen’ 
tence. Iordered new ones to be made on 
the fpot, and the Minifters on their arrival, 
found them taken up with this bufinefs. 
They repaired immediately to the place I 
had marked out for laying the firft ftone, 
which was prepared as well as the cement 
and the workmen. The Grand Treafurer, 
held in one hand the aftrological decifian, 
and his watch in the other. He obferved 
the minute with the moft {crupulous de- 
votion, and pronouncing the name of God: 
at the laft fecond, he gave the fignal 
which completed this ridiculous cere’ 
mony. 

My firft labour was to break ground, in 
order to level and extra&t materials from it 
for the building of the forts. This could 
only be done by mieans of gunpowder, 
from the quality of the rock, which cons 
fifted of a bed of porphyry. I collected - 
together and. put into huts in the vicinity 
othe works, about Giftéen hundred Mace- 

Ma donians, 
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donians, who are the Auvergnats+ of 
Turkey. ’ 

The artillery {chool, the foundery, and 
the new forts, obliged me, from their 
diftance from each other to travel fix lea- 
gues every day. The Grand Signior or- 
déred the Boftandgy-Bachi to fupply me 
with the boatmen of the Seraglio, who 
were to have extraordinary pay out of the 
public treafury, and from that moment 
my boat was placed in the arfenal, by 
the Grand Signior’s felucca. 


The firft labours at the new foundery 
were dircéted to the conftruction of a train 
of field artillery, of which the Turks 
were totally deftitute, and which were to 
be'ferved by the new corps. The Grand 
Vifir, in all his letters from the army, 
was conftantly’ demanding them; and the 

Grand 


+ Auvergnats+—The inhabitants of Auvergne, 
remarkable for their induftry, frugality, and applica~ 
tion to the menial offices ;—who are the porters, 
tinkers, chimhey-fweepers of Paris;—the Scotch 
and Inith, in hhort, of London 3 and who make ex- 
cellent foldiers, 
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Grand Signior ordered me immediately to 
prepare fifty four-pounders, with their 
carriages, to be accompanied by three hune 
dred Suratchis difciplined at the {chodh. 
The cart-wright work, further increafed 
my labour, and the works at the caftles 
were pufhed forward in the greateft activi- 
tity, to fatisfy the impatience of the Grand 
Signior, to fee the lower batteries cothe 
pleated, and lined with artillery. The 
levelling of the rock furnifhed us with 
ftones, but the mafles of porphyry they 
contained, refifted the beft fharpened in- 
ftruments, and rendered them very diffi- 
cult to cut. The indefatigable exertions 
of the Macedonians, however, furmount- 
ed every difficulty. 

Notwithftanding the difpatch required 
by the Grand Signior, 1 eftablifhed a day 
of reft for the workmen, and permitted 
them to go every Sunday to divert them- 
{elves at the neighbouring village, ‘Fhofe 
who worked at the Caftle of Europe, had 
the fame licence to amufe theméclves 

M3 at 
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at Fanaraki §. Two and twenty Macedoni- 
ans, each with his gun on his fhoulder, 
had got there, and affembled in a tavern, 
were finging together the victories of 
. Alexander. In the interim, a large faic, 
Jaden with ftores for Varna, delayed by 
contrary winds, was came to anchor uns 
der fhelter of a rock, in front of the 
village, Ninety Turkith foldiers, who 
were on hoard the faic, had juft landed, 
when one of my workmen quitting his 
companions, to take the air, approaches 
the fhore, where he finds the Turks, arm- 
ed from head to foot. One of them, in 
folent from the number pf his company, 
comes up to the Macedonian, and gives 
him a vjolent boxon the ear. Being with- 
out arms to ayenge the affront, and but 
little acquainted with the Turkith lan- 
guage, he makes a fign to the champion to 
flay till he returns. He quits him direct- 
Jy, returns to the tavern, faying not a word 
§ A village firnated in Eurdpe, on the point of the 
‘cape which forms the mouth of ths channel, and which 

takes its name from a lantern that is placed there, 
ta 
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to his companions. takes his mufquet, 
without their perceiving it, and goes back 
to the fhore, where he ftill finds the Turks ; 
he fingles out his adverfary, and pointing 
to his cheek, makes a fign to him to ree 
peat his blow. The Turk, who had his 
piftol in his hand, fires at him, clofe to his 
breaft, and miffes the Macedonian, who 
inftantly gives him wadding and all in his 
belly, and perithes himfelf by the dit 
charge of more than eighty mufquets, fired 
at him by the other Turks. The noife, 
however, excites the attention of the re- 
maining one and twenty Macedonians one 
of their companions is miffing ;—they 
take up their arms, fly to the fhore, fee 
their comrade ftretched out by the fide of a 
‘Turk, and without further queftions, attack 
their enemies, lay nine dead on the fpot, 
and drive the ‘reft towards the fea with 
fuch precipitation, that partly by fwim- 
ming, and partly in their boats, thefe -fl- 
lows get to their veffel, cut the cable, ‘and 
efcape by putting to fea. This adventure 
was too ferious for me, not immediately 

: M¢ to 
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to take eyery neceffary information. ‘Twa 
“Macedonians, deputed to wait an me, gave 
me an account of the matter; and with- 
ing to anticipate that which the Vifir 
wae likely to receive, I fet out imme- 
diately to the Prime Minifter’'s haufe, 
where I become plaintiff for the infult 
offered to the workmen at the caftles.— 
The Vifir, after liftening to me, fays 
coldly, * Very well;—let there be no 
more faid about it.” Not knowing that 
he was already acquainted with what had 
happened, I thought this by no means 
a fatiefagtary anfwer to my complaint, and 
T ipfifted on redrefs. The Minifter, forced 
at length. to.explain himfelf, fays to me, 
tharply, .* What would you be at ;—Are 
nyt: nine Mahometans laid dead on the 
{pot,, a fufficient number of victims to at» 
tone fas.the death of one infidel ?” J foftens 
ed. my -tone on this, but reprefented to 
him, shat it was abfolutely nec: flary, by 
the maft rigorous orders, to provide for 
the tranquility of the workmen.—“¢ That 
is well enongh,” added he, laughing: 

“ Why 
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* Why with your fifteen hundred Mace- 
donians, you would make a conqueft of the 
country :—Your own means of fecurity 
are better than any I could furnith you 
with.” I knew this as well as the Vifir; 
and as my only object was to obtain im- 
punity for my pcople, I withdrew, fatisfied 
with the fuccefs of my negociation, and 
perfe&tly tranquil refpeéting the confes 
quences of the affair, notwithftanding the 
threats of the company of Las Janif- 
faries, which none of them had the cour~ 
age to put in execution. 

The Grand Signior had given me ‘the 
ufe of a country houfe, hired at his ex- 
pence, and fituated on the banks of the 
fea in the village of T’aragia, where I re- 
fided in fummer; and which was very 
conveniently fituated between Conftanti- 
nople and the caftles, for ‘the different 
works I was engaged in. 1 was informed, 
one day, on returning from the foundery, 
that a Turkith veflel from the Black Sea, 
meeting with contrary winds, over againft 
Tarapia, had juft overfet at the entrance 

j oa 
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of the harbour. The weather was fo fine, 

and the breeze {0 moderate, that I could 

not poffibly conceive how this accident 

could happen. Curious to know the caufe 

of it, I ftep down to the fhore, and the 

firft object that ftrikes me, is the keel of 

the veflel above water. The captain, and 

five or fix failors who compofed the crew, 

having fwam to land, were fitting on the 

beach, viewing this melancholy fight. 

They told me that a young girl and her 

mother, paffengers on board the veffel, had 

perifhed, without their being able to afford 

‘them the leaft affiftance. But thefe parti- 
- culars did not explain to me the caufe of fo 
éxtraordinary an event. I was obliged to 

afk many queftions, before I could get 

from them, that the vefiel, laden with 

planks, half-maft high, had failed from 

Syncope without any ballaft. I fhuddered 

at the danger thefe poor pcople had run, 

and which was, from the beginning, un- 

avoidable, on the leaft fhift of wind; fot 

sthey muft inevitably have overfet at fea, 
had uot the wind been right abaft, until 

. they 
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they gained the channel, where a very 
light foutherly breeze, by obliging them 
to bear away, had done juftice to their ig- 
norance. Such a conduct was fufficient 
proof that this was the firft time the cap- 
tain or his crew had been to fea. I took 
pity on thefe unfortunate people, and offer- 
ed to affift them in weighing up their vef- 
fel; but my pity was increafed on hearing 
that a Turk, who pretended to be expert 
in naval matters, had juft got one hundred 
fequins before hand from them, for that 
operation. I was led to think that this fum, 
the fole remains of their thipwreck, would 
eventually turn out a more real Jofs to them, 
and I was not deceived in my opinion. The 
only aid they got from him, in fa&t, was 
“by a few ropes brought in a boat from 
Conftantinople, by a dozen Levertis +, 
who only hawled the veffel nearer the 
coaft, and placed it amongft rocks, where 
it would be dafhed to pieces by the leaft 
rifing of the fea. Thefe officious feamen, 


+p Seamen belonging to the Admiralty attached to 
the Service of their thips of war. 
however 


172 MEMOIRS OF THE 


however, demanding more money to can- 
tinue their work, no fooner met with a re- 
fofal, than they difappeared, and the fhip- 
wrecked fufferers were in the height of de- 
Ipair. I fent orders immediately to the caf- 
tles to bring me capfterns and other necef- 
dary apparatus, by means of which, in one 
afternoon’s work, I put the veffel in acon+ 
dition to purfue her voyage to Conftanti- 
nople. It was a truly interefting fcene to 
behold the joy of thefe poor creatures, and 
their earneftnefs to colleét the prefent they 
jatended making me, which I refufed, ex» 
acing a promife from them, however, 
never again to go to fea without bal- 
Jat. ‘* Misfortunes are excellent coun- 
icllors,” fays the captain to me, ‘ and I 
will certainly profit by the advice you have 
given me, that 1 may have itin my powet 
to offer you an homage of my gratitude, 
more adequate to the fervice you have done 
me.” And‘fome months after, in faét, I 
was informed that the fame man, and the 
dame, crew, catrying fome raifins, butter, 
and other preduétions of the Black Sea, 

had 
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had likewife feveral fheep with him, which 
they were bringing to me. I faw him 
enter, fully determined not to accept ofany 
thing from him.—* See here,” fays he, 
on perceiving me, “ the unfortunate man 
you faved ;~-God has bleffed your good 
work ;—we have made a fortunate voy= 
age ;—it is to you we owe every thing we 
have, and we bring you the tribute of gra- 
titude."—* Tam very happy again to fee 
you,” replied 1; ** but I will not forfeit 
the merit of having ferved you, by accept- 
ing of any recompence.”—~*¢ You ought 
hot to be afraid of that,” faid he; “ we 
have impofed the aunual tribute on our- 
felves, that God may favour our com- 
merce.” I now refufe, more ftrongly than 
ever, to accept of any thing; but the 
Turk, more affected at my refufal, than I 
could have imagined, fays to me, turning 
pale, “ Itis certainly in your power to re- 
fufe us; but depend upon it, that if you 
perfitt in it, we will inftantly place our- 
felves, and our veffel, in the fame plate, 
and the fame fituation, from which you 
ra extricated 
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extricated us.” The tone of voice which 
accompanied this declacation, made fuch 
an impreffion on me, that, not daring to 
run the rifque of driving thefe poor crea- 
tures to defpair, I accepted their prefent, 
but on condition that it fhould be the 
laft ¢. 

The Grand Vifir had been long defirous 
of feeing the new foundery, where I was 
bufily employed in preparing the new field 
train, which was inceflantly demanded by 
the army, when the Prime Minifter was 
announced, The attivity which then pre- 
vailed in the feveral workthops, enabled me 
to fhow him all the details of the fabrica- 
tion ; and when we came to the forges, 
he fat down upon an anvil. Whilft 


} This anecdote, which ftrongly paints the fenti- 
ment of gratitude, ought no more to ferve as a cha- 
radteriftie of the Turkifh nation, than it would be juft, 
from a fingle trait, to charge them with the charafter 
of ingratitude. It is fram the general tint that men 
fhould be judged : that is only to be obtained by con- 
Dining the various colours which compofe it ; and it is 
only on forming the mixture, that we are able to 
duftinguifh the true fhade, 4 

we 
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we were in a very interefting conver- 
dation on the moft important fubjects, 
one of the Vifir's Tchoadars interrupted 
me every moment to afk me for a prefent, 
Tired at length of his importunity, and 
ftill more thocked at his mafter’s fuffering 
it, I thought to check him, by tharply 
defiring him to have patience, at leaft till 
our converfation was finifhed. <“¢ Ay,” 
fays he, ‘¢ then he will go away, and I 
fhall not have time to ftay for you.” This 
infolent anfwer, appeared fo only to my- 
Self. I gave him two fequins, and on his 
telling me, there were a great many of 
them, I gave him four; after which the 
Vifir who had faid nothing in the interim, 
refumed his queftions. He returned at 
length to his boat, after making his 
treafurer diftribute a hundred fequins to 
the workmen, and particularly amongft 
amongft my fervants. I conducted him to 
his boat: when he was feated, and his 
rowers had begun to put off, an artil- 
lety officer, who accompanied me every 

where, lays hold of the ftern of the boat, _ 
; tops 
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{tops it, and demands in his turn his pres 
fent which he had not received. A nha» 
rine officer, of my guard, lays in his claim 
alfo; the Prime Minifter afks his trea+ 
furer, why thofe two men have not re- 
ceived their fhare of the money, They 
anfwer, that they were going on before; 
my officers infift, however; and the Vifir, 
a glance from whofe eye would have made 
the moft intrepid tremble, has no other 
way of freeing himfelf from them, than 
by ordering four fequins to be given to 
each of thefe importunate fellows. How 
could [complain of his attendant, when 

my own had no more refpeét for him? 
This Prime Minifter, of whofe charac- 
ter I have already given a fketch, only pre- 
ferved his place by abandoning the reins of 
empire to the Reis Effendi, whofe fubtle 
and faturnine fpirit governed the country 
with fuch indifference, that chatting one 
day, and the converfation turning on the 
conqueft of Conftantinople by the Turks, 
and on the inftability of the moft power- 
fol empires, he afked me, where I thought 
an 


BARON DE TOTT. 177 


an‘unfuccefsful war might carry them }—~ 
“To the other fide,” faid “He looks 
immediately out of the window, examines 
the coafts of Afia, and turning round with 
a laughing countenance,—‘* My friend,” 
faid he, “* there are delicious vallies; we 
will build beautiful kiofks there.” It is 
eafy to conclude from this anfwer, that 
Tfimael Bey, flightly affeéted by any cala~ 
mities in which he did not participate, con- 
tented himfelf with getting rid of the 
current affairs of the moment, carefully 
took the Grand Signior’s orders on every 
fubje&t where there was any danger, and 
adhered more clofely to his place than to 
his duty. To his conneétions with Ifed 
Bey, he owed his elevation, and he was 
ftill {upported by thofe conneétions ; Hed, 
fatisfied with the favour of his mafter, pre~ 
ferved it without intrigues, enjoyed it with- 
out ambition, and had a ftrong propenfity 
to doing good, without knowing how to 
effect it. 

. 1 was very intimate with this fayourite, 
who was the medium betweea his mafter 
Vox. IL N and 
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wand myfelf, and ufed regularly to give him 
an account of our converfations, which 
afforded me the means of indireétly hint- 
ing many things, an opportunity I fre- 
‘quently made ufe of. It was through Ifed 
Bey alfo, that the Grand Signior confulted 
que; and this Piince who was daily ac 
gviring new information, and whofe views 
began to extend beyond the ufual limits, 
treated with a great deal of attention the 
project for a junction of the two feas by the 
Hthinus of Suez. He was even defirous of 
aiding what J already knew of the fubject, 
by the local knowledge of the different 
€ommiflaries who had been in Egypt: and 
the reader will fee in the fourth part of 
thefe Memoirs, that if Muftapha had lived 
long enough to have undertaken that 
work, he would have found the leeal cir. 
gumitances {0 favourable to his views, as to 
have enabled him to operate the greateft 
poflible revolution in the general fyftem of 
politics, He was undoubtedly very far from 
this degree of information, when giving 
wed to the temptation of an apparent be~ 

nefit, 
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efit, he debafed his coin. A man of the 
namé of Tair-Aga, who poffefled this 
Prince’s favoyr, and held the place of Su- 
perintendant of the Mint, at the beginning 
of his reign, led him into this error, and I 
have reafon to prefume, that having learnt 
better to appreciate his real intereft, the 
return of peace would have been the epocha 
of a general new coinage; but the imme- 
diate pecuniary facrifice, required by this 
operation, could not be made during the 
war; fpecie of fome kind was neceffary. 
The treafury began to be exhaufted, the 
Mint was ftriking money night and day, 
and filver reduced to the low ftandard of 
feven penny weights pure, lofing its duc- 
tility, the firft ftrokes of the die crufhed 
the coins, the fteel of which was badly 
prepared and tempered. This inconve-~ 
nience not only delayed, but even put a 
total ftep to ‘a coinage which admitted of 
no delay, and called for a {peedy remedy. 
1 was defired to point it out, ‘and on the 
principle that, amongft ignorant pesple, 
one mut pretend to know what one knows 

: Na nothing 
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nothing about. I undertook the bufinefs, 
fet to work to ftudy the principles of 
it, and foon fucceeded in making the 
coin as folid as they defired. Whilft 1 
was about all thefe operations, the work- 
men I was inftruéting, interefted in the 
deftru€tion of the coinage, and unable to 
attack thé goodnefs of the work, tried to 
perplex me with refpe€t to the means 1 
took of perfecting the temper of the me- 
tal; pretending that I had only fubftituted 
urine for water, and which I made ufe 
of, to have the pleafure of tullying the 
name of the Grand Signior, by plunging 
it into fo impure a mixture; and after 
having circulated this ridiculous fuppofi- 
tion, they laid it before the Grand Sig- 
nor in the form of a legal complaint. It 
was fearcely credible that fuch an accufa- 
tion could produce any effect ; yet fuch isthe 
force of prejudice, that the Grand Signior 
himfelf thought proper to have the matter 
explained ; poffibly he thought too, that 
I thould eafily be able te refute the charge. 
It was communicated to me from him, 

with 
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with a requeft to give him my anfwer, 
which I readily found in the very text of 
my commentators. Admitting the facts 
and acknowledging the fandtity of the Em- 
peror’s name, I added, that however ref- 
pectable that was, it did not become man 
to pay him greater honours than were al- 
lowed to God, whofe name was daily 
written on a compofition, wholly com- 
pofed of rags picked out of the dirt. This 
anfwer fatisfying the Grand Signior that 
he was infulted, threw the ridicule it me- 
rited upon the foolifh calumny. 


This Prince not content with borrow. 
ing ufeful notions, to produce a temporary 
correétion of thofe vices that infected every 
part of the adminiftration, was defirous of 
extending his knowledge, and of laying 
the foundation of fcience by the eftablith- 
ment of a mathematical fchool, of which 
he requefted me to take the direétion, The 
corps of mathematicians, founded by So- 
liman, cried out againft this innovation, 
which pre-fuppofed the ignorance of the 

N 3 Muhendis, 
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Makendis+, whofe chief declared they 
were very well inftrudted. 

His Highnefs accordingly determined that 
thefe geometricians fhould undergo a pre- 
vious examination by me, in prefence of 
two of the Minifters, appuinted commif- 
fioners for that purpofe. We affembled on 
the day appointed, and if the learned men 
were not quite at their eafe, I was myfelf 
in fome anxiety. Indeed, my fituation was 
embarraffing : I withed to conquer, yet I 
was afraid of humbling them. My vanity 
urged me, on the one haud, and my deli- 
cacy reftrained meon the other, The af. 
fembly was compofed of the Reis Effendi, 
the Grand Treafurer, the Cheir-Emini §, 
the Chief of the Geometricians, and of fix 
learned men felected to defend the honour 
of.the body. I was the bugbear of the 
meeting, which was opened by Hinael Bey, 
in a difcourfe wherein the intereft of the 
ftate was fhown to be infeparable from the 
‘will ot the defpot ; andevery head bowing 

: + Geometrici 
§ Overfeers of the buildings. 
aequiefcence, 
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acquiefcence, I was requefted to begin my 

examination. I seffeéted a long time, re- 

folving not to be hard upon them. I asked 

the Chief, What the three angles of @ 

triangle were equal to? I was defired ta. 
tepeat my queftion; and after a mutual 

confultation, the boldeft of them anfwered 

me, with firmnefs, That is 4¢cording to. 
the triangle. I was confounded, and muft. 
confefs that I ftood in need of -fome fuch 

abfurd anfwer, to reconcile me to the fim- 

flicity of the queftion I had put. It was. 
unneceffary to puth the examination any 

further ; I contented myfelf with explain-- 
ing my queftion, and with demonttrating 

this mathematical truth. The ignorance 

of thefe pretended Geometricians required 

no further demonftration ; but I muft do 

joftice to their fubfequent zeal for the 

Sciences : they all requefted to be received 

into the new fchool, and we immediately 

fet about its eftablifhment. 


‘I was ‘one day at the Porte on fome 
bufinefs refpeéting it, which the Vifir de- 
N4 fired 
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fired me toconclude with theMektoubtthif, 
whom I found empleyed about fome ury 
gent difpatches, and was waiting his Jei+ 
fure on a fopha, when a Chek § of Mecca 
came and fat down by me, He was'one of 
thofe fanatics, who, .from being born in 
their Holy Land, think’ themfelves fiuper 
rior beings; brave the temporal powers, 
proftitute the name of God, affect to de~ 
fpife riches, and are-moft infolent beggars, 
Thad frequently feen this fame man force 
the Vifir’s gate, come and feat himfelf by 
him, and there remain until he received a 
piece of gold, the only method of getting 
tid of him. ‘This was what he was now 
expecting, with an air of the moft con- 
fummate infolence ; but the Mektoubtchi, 
who was not difpofed to that condefcen- 
fion, entered, before him, into the various 
particulars of the new eftablifhment, and 
converfed with me, in his prefence, on the 

i Secretary of State. 

§ A fort of Arabian Princes, defcended fram Ma- 
homet, who ferve the Holy Mofque, affume a licenfe 


for every’ fpecics of infolence,- and beg from the 
Grandces. on 


various 
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various objects relative to my other under, 
takings. The Chek, attentive to this dif- 
courfe, looked at me with aftonifment, 
and feemed to find a difficulty in reconcile 
ing my drefs with the authority I appeared 
to exercife. The Mektoubtchi, however, 
fent for by the Vifir, defires me to ftay till 
his return, and leaves me, with the Chek, 
and a Secretary, who was bufy writing in 
a corner of the apartment. The filence 
we all three obferved for fome time, was 
interrupted by the Emir, for the green 
turban of the Chek marked his confangui- 
nity with the Prophet. ‘ Since you em- 
ploy yourfelf,” fays he to me, ¢ in ferving 
the true faith, why don’t you embrace it, 
and abjure the errors from which the moft 
meritorious aétions cannot abfolve you?” 
Scarcely had he finithed this fhort apoftolic 
harangue, before the Secretary, letting his 
pen drop from his hand, threatened him 
to go immediately and give an account of 
his infolence to the Vifir, that he might 
be driven from the Porte. But, interrupt- 
ing the Secretary, I defired him to be 

calm, 
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calm} and let me seply to the Chek," whs 
feomed already 2 little difconcested-by this 
reprimand, ‘* Jt is very natural,” faid 2 
to this: canting Muffulman, “ that’ you 
thould avail yourfelf of every opportunity 
of propagating your faith, and Erbank you 
for fappofing me worthy of-your atten- 
tion ; but I know aimiffion much more in- 
texefting for your zeal ;- which is, the con~ 
verfion:ef a multitede of Greeubrads, whos 
like yourfelf, ate kinfnen of the Prophet, 
and, as indifferent about his laws. Go, and 
convert them; and when you have com~- 
pleted this arduous tafk, come tome, and 
Iwill shen tell you-what I-fhall do.” . Tha 
Secretary burfting out a laughing, the poor 
Chek, was covered with confufian; he 
went off, and the fervants,: who alwaya 
liften at the doots, in fhowing shim out, - 
atked bim if he was going to convert the 
Greenbeads. ‘The Porte was foon informed 
of this farcafm, ang the unfortanaté Chek 
ne longer ventured to thow himfelf there, 
The Mektoubtchi, on his return, “hearing ° 
of this {cene, madémany apologies, laughed 
woe heartily 
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heartily at the cataftrophe, and éxpedited - 
the neceflasy orders for the eftablifiment 
of the fchoal. 

This inftitution, peculiarly deftined-for 
the fea-fervice, was held at the Arfenah, 
but no perfon could be admitted but fuch 
as could be of immediate forvice ; fo that ~ 
Thad no tricks to fear from my: ferolars, 
who were many of them captains of thips, 
with white beards, and all of them ad- 
vanced in life. I diated the leffons every 
day in the Turkith language, each fchelir * 
wrote it out in his copy-book, and I thofe 
one of them to repeat it to the others the . 
next day *. By this method of fixing the ‘ 
attention of my fcholare, they made the 
moft rapid progrefs; at the end of three 
months, they were able to make a pradtiv: 
eal application of the four problems of 
Plane’Trigonometry ; and this was the ex- 

* The'methed of making {cholars become profef,,* 
fors for ‘one another, might be very fuccefsfully em- 
ploypd jn all fchools. Nothing is learnt well that que 
caunot demontirate; to add, therefore, the motive of 
vanity to application, is making fure of inftruétion. | 


ik ck tent 
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itextt of the education 1 propofed to give 
them. ae 7 
Nothing was at that time wanting 
but field engineers, and feamen able to take 
the height of the fun, make obfervations, 
and keep the fhip’s reckoning, which was 
enough, furely, for {cholars of fixty years 
of age.’ Lhad fettled it with Sultan Muf- 
gapha, that this theory fhould be inculcated 
by pra@ice, and that two armed frigates 
fhould perform their evolutions, under his 
‘own obfervations, in the channel that {e- 
parascs Conftantinople and Prince’s [land J. 
3t was neceffary to conftruct the veffels on 
the beft principles: I readily furnithed the 
plans they defired of me, of which they 
enly adopted, however, the ornaments of 
the fterns. The proportions by which I 
propofed to lower the dechs, were'rejected 


3 The project, which coald oaly Le carried into 
e\ccution ufter fome months afi cition, was laid 
afide after the death of Mifapha, whofe* aGivity 
alone, could infpre energy mto the minds of a fet of 
Muniftérs, corraptel from the ye | noture of the 
gererament. * 
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on” account of the height of the turbans ; 
and thofe alfo by which I would have add- 
ed to the height of the mafts, from no other 
reafon, than that when the vefiel lay om 
her fide, it would be inconvenient for the 
crew. It was at the Arfenal,—it was to 
myfelf, that thefe difficulties were ftarted ; 
but-I can neither doubt the truth of thefe’ 
abfurdities, nor inforce belief. The vef- 
fel La Ferme, given by the Court of France 
to the Grand Signior, could not induce 
them to alter the mode of conftructing 
the tiller of their helm ; for the power of 
the defpot, which can annihilate every 
thing, is not able to produce a reforma- 
tion. Wé have already feen, that the in- 
ftitution of the new foundery had not de- 
flroyed the old one; the funds defignted 
‘for the artillery were diverted to that ob- 
je&s_ and it-was with great difficulty that 
the neceffary fums could be procured for a_ 
vhork Of ‘acknowledged ‘foperior usility.—« 
The corps of _beonietticiais were in paffe-_ 
fion of Crown Jands § 3 the‘ new, {chool 
bad no éncotlMagemetit > “and’ of all” ‘the’ 


S new 
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snow eftablithments, "the enrps of the Su 
*atchis-alone, whith is founded in perpetu 
dey, enjoyed a revenue affigned for its fap~ 
port; but'l havealready obferved, that the 
revenue proceeded from the profit of a fet of 
fabaltern knaves in officé, wha, doubtlefs, 
had not fufficient credit to fectre the fraits 
of ‘their depredations. 

‘The abufes exifting id the adminiftration 
of the navy,.more powerfully theltered, 
were very difficult of attack. The enor- 
mous expences, however, which appeared 
on the accounts for niafting the thips, for 
want of a proper machine, which I had 
often fpoken of, induced the government 
to defire me to give direGtions for conftruck- 
ing one. - Ite fite-was to.be near the ¢qreen- 
ing place; and ths Soperintendant of the 
Navy hut onders te. furnith mw with the 
neceflary timber. - I lodged my ezrpenter 
in: a ebnyenient hut, and I'fixed of 120° 
feet -forts hemght. The badacts of tha’ 
batsoee abligingyms-to Jay the foundatiott- 
Of, BHR and és-etithis part of the work us 
_ $he-folidity of the whale machite,+ 

I paid 
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Lpaid.the utmoft attention to it: The 
Admiral, however, found fault with .me 
for tipping. the piles with iron :—~** That 
ia,” faid-he, “* throwing the Grand Sige 
nior’s mongy into the fea." He accufed 
me, alfp, of making too many of them; 
but his Highnefs did not think proper to 
facrifice the folidity of-a work, left entire- 
Jy to my direGion, for fo trifling an. ar- 
ticle of ceconomy. 

The Porte was continually giving me 
hopes of granting fome certain eftablith- 
ment for the mathematical {cholars, withe 
out which, it was not to be expected they 
would devete themfelves to that ftudy; 
but nothing was dave, andthe young people 
began to be tired of working at their own 
expeice, aad without any profped. Iqhs. 
tained, ;however, by my-reprefentations ia’ 
that refpedt,_ through ‘the channel of the 
Superiatendant of the Mint, fome gold mew. 
dals, yvith the Grand Sigsior's cypher on: 
ona-fide; ond on the severfes an. infcription- 
relative.to -the fchogl...’ The Reiv Effudi- 
had onders to affiftar the Gint-cxanitaitiod 7 

to 
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to diftributé the medals to fue as I fhoulll 
point out, ‘with a permiffion to wear them 
fofpeided by a gold chain, and to add #hé 
moft pofitive affurances of promotion.—+ 
‘Their affiduity was redoubled, and Fvery 
foon had a fcholar fit to join the army, 
which, ftill continuing at Bababdag, pros 
mifed as inaétive a campaign as the preced= 
.ing ones. We were fo accuftomed, in 
fact, to this inadtivity, that I never atked 
the Minifters any queftions refpecting mi- 
Hitary operations, One would imagine, 
alfo, that totally taken up, as I was, with 
my work at the arfenals and fchools, I 
thould have been thé laft perfon to be inters 
rogated with refpeét to what was pafling 
at the army. The Vifir, however, afked 
mae very ferioufly ond day, Jf the Ottoman 
army was numerous, ** Itisto youl thould 
addrefs myfelf for that information,” faid 
3, “* were I curious to know.”—*t-I ane 
igncratit of it,” anfwered he, ‘Then’ 
how fhall -¥- know “any thing -of the 
siatter Ma By - aespine: THk ~Vrennia' 
nem “replied he:- -} <was-~ftracit 

dumb, 
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dumb. Such repeated proofs of ignorance 
and abfurdity united, could not be balanced 
by the growing underftanding of Muftapha; 
and it was {till more unfortunate for the 
empixe, that this Prince’s health, which 
‘was very precarious, and preferved by exe 
ercife alone, at length gave way, and he 
died, Jeaving the throne to his brother, the 
fole remaining child of Achmet, aud who, | 
fhut up fince the death of his father, unit- 
ed toa very gentle character, naturally fond 
of eafe, the neceflity of enjoying it on the 
throne, Met a life of forty years {pent in 
fear and folitude. His firft employment 
Was to examine his own Palace, to which 
he was arf utter ftranger; to open all the 
coffers he faw ; to diftribute to thofe who 
were with him, every. thing the moft va« 
luable; and the fudden revolution he ex« 
perienced in the ftate of his bodily powers, 
threatened, for giore than a year, to affect 
the moft effential‘concern of all the Orien« 
tal Princes who feem deftined, by their own. 
defpotifm, to no other object that the pro« 
pagation of defpots. 

Vor. IL oO We 


594 MEMOIRS OF THE 


‘We have already feen the ceremony of a 
coronation, and the acceflion of Abdul 
Hamid (Servant of God) was followed by 
nothing remarkable, except his firft edia, 
in which, after the ufual common-place 
expreffions, he enjoins his Minifters to 
protect the new eftablithments of his pre- 
deceflor. The fame fpirit that di@ated 
this order, determined the Grand Signior 
the firft time of his going out, to vifit the 
{chool of artillery ; and the Porte giving 
me notice to receive him at Kiathana, de- 
fired me to amufe him as I thought proper. 
‘The honours to be paid him were alfo left 
to my difcretion. Anxious, therefore, to 
attract his attention to the agility of the 
Suratchis,. I ordered a detachment of that 
corps to place itfelf, with only one piece, 
near to Kara-Agatche *, there to falute Sul- 
tan Abdul-Hamid with one and twenty 
guns as foon as his boat appeared. ‘This 
firft trial had all the fuccefs that could be 


* A Palace of the Grand Signior, at the entranee 
of the river of Kiathana, at the bottom of the har- 
bour. 
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defired ; and the Grand Signior, aftonifhed 
at the fecond fire, made his rowers lie upon 
their oars+, untilthe falute was finifhed. 
This ferved me as a fignal to arrange the 
Tegiment in battle-array, two hundred 
paces before the kiofk where his Highnefs 
was to be; and as the {mall picces belong- 
ing to the {chool were very near it, I pla- 
ced a Tartar fentinel there, who had ferv. 
ed in the Ruffian army, and whofe Euro- 
pean difcipline I knew would prevent him 
from quitting his poft. The heavy artil- 
lery which I had pointed towards the butt, 
faluted the Grand Signior, when he was 
feated, with one and twenty guns, loaded 
with fhot, and as I remained very near 
his kiofk, to be ready to receive his or- 
ders, I remarked, that this Prince, paying 
very little attention to the fkill of the an- 
cient gunners, was entirely taken up with 
the Suratchis, who ftood immoveable with 
bayonets fixed by the fide of the fimall 


+f A fea phrafe for fafpending the aéion of the 
oars; which is only practifed on falutes, to exprefs a 
fenfe of the honour conferred by it, and never by the 

Sovereign. 
Oz pieces. 
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pieces——-The falute over, he makes a 
fign to his Scli@ar and {peaks to him; 
who immediately comes up to me, and 
requefts of me, in the name of his mafter, 
the pardon of the criminal who was doing 
penance, adding, that the firft appearance 
of the Sovereign, fhould always announce 
his clemency. I then approached the Sul- 
tan, to aflure him that this foldier, who 
was a fentinel, fo far from fuffering pu- 
nifhment, was very fortunate in attracting 
for 2 moment, the attention and concern 
of his Emperor ; but, it is enough, added 
J, that your Highnefs conceives him to be 
fuffering for me to relieve him from his 
apparent reftraint*,” and turning to the 
Tartar, I ordered him to rejoin his colours, 
* No, let him remain,” fays the Grand 
Signior,—* to defire the pardon of a man 
whom I thought guilty of fome offence, 
is very different from difpenfing with the 
rules you have eftablifhed ; far from with- 
* The Turks pretend that the word of the Grand 
Signior is infallible ;—~a defpot cannot be deceived.— 
It is for flaves to acknowledge that he is always in 

the right. " 
ing 
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ing to infringe them, I am come to com- 
prehend, and to confirm them.” A fecond 
order replaces the fentinel in the fame im- 
movable attitude. The Grand Signior 
then ordered me to begin the exercife, and 
whilft I was at a diftance, ordering the 
regiment to march ; his Highnefs keeping 
his eyes fixed on the Tartar, gave fome 
fequins to one of his pages to carry to 
that automaton. The page immediately 
gocs up to him, and thowing him the 
money: ‘See there,” fays he, * what 
the thadow of God, the King of Kings, 
and the afylum of the world, fends thée ; 
proftrate thyfelf before him! !” “ Put the 
fequins on the carriage of that gun, replied 
the fentinel without ftirring, and go a- 
way.” ‘How wretch, faid the page, 
‘© doeft thou not tremble before the mafter 
of blood +? He beholds thee,—he hears 
thee ;~—proftrate thyfelf,” I fay—* Do 
what I tell you, and be gone,” fays the 
Tartar, interrupting him—The page re- 


ch One of the Grand Signior’s titles. 
03 turns 
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turns, and relates the tranfaétion to his 
matter, who now convinced that I had de- 
ceived him, fays to his Sclidar: ¢ I told 
you that this wretch was undergoing pu- 
nifhment ; he dare not even receive the 
money ; however do not let us fay a word 
about it.” This prejudice had not time ta 
take deep root, for the affair was {carcely 
finifhed before the regiment, taking pof- 
feffion of the battery, relieved the Tartar, 
who did not forget his money, and dif- 
played fuch agility in the exercife, that 
he once more attraéted the attention of 
Abdul-Hamid, This Prince appeared to 
take fo much pleafure in the alertnefs of the 
gunners, that I was obliged to make them 
repeat their exercife feveral times the 
fame day, and to fatisfy him, as the laft 
proof, I madc them fire a hundred and 
twenty cartridges, one at a time, in lefs 
than eight minutes. Different manucevres 
of the artillery, and fome bombs fired at 
the butt, completed the bufinefs of the 
day, in which the Sovereign appeared to 
prefer military occupations to thofe amufe- 

ments 
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ments to which from an imprifonment of 
forty years, he was more likely to give 
the preference. The reader, however, 
muft already have underftood, that by a 
very extraordinary effet, Abdul Hamid, 
on his coming to the throne, had fuddenly 
loft the rights of the Harem. The Turkith 
doétors, and the European phyficians, 
who were confulted on this fingular event, 
after inveftigating the caufe of it, advifed 
his Highnefs to difpel by amufements 
every thing that had the leaft conneétion 
with it; thus to deftroy the effet, by re- 
moving the caufe of the diforder. Fre- 
quent excurfions, mufic, and buffooneries, 
entirely occupied the Prince, whilft his 
favourites were withing for the termina- 
tion of a war that fwallowed up immenfe 
fums, which they thought they could 
employ to better purpofe, and his Mini. 
fers faw with trembling, the moment 
approach, when the enemy would force 
them to receive the moft humiliating con- 
ditions, 

O4 A fimple 
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A fimple boftandgy, attached to Abdul- 
Hamid in his retirements, was become his 
favourite fince his acceffion to the throne. 
Acccuftemed to little inferior fervices, low 
intrigue was his only talent, to which he 
added, fince he got into favour, an infolence 
he had till then never been able to difplay. 
The Vifir Caimakam was his firft vidim 
in whofe place was fubftituted the celebrat- 
ed Haflan Pacha, furnamed Kouyoudgy, 
(The Maker of Wells) of whom I have fre- 
quently fpoken, and whofe cruelty was 
unacquainted with any other methods of 
governing than thofe of deftruction. fed 
Bey, whofe gentle and benevolent charac- 
ter I have already mentioned, was alfo re- 
moved from the Superintendance of the 
Mint, and appointed to the inferior office 
of Cheir-Emini. The firft thing I did was 
to wait upon him, to teftify my concern 
for this change; but my friendfhip was 
foon confoled by the gratification of enjoy- 
ing, with him, the pleafures of his new 
fituation: The poor and unfortunate had 
followed him, and befet the gate of his 

new 
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new dwelling ! an affeGing circumftance, 
which did too much honour to the dif- 
placed Minifter, not to afford him ample 
recompence for his difgrace. The new 
Vifir, however, who was {cleéted for his 
feverity of chara&ter, was willing to merit 
that reputation by making the very court 
of his Palace ferve for the firft execution 
after his coming into office ; and it was 
with difficulty he could be perfuaded that 
fome circumftances might poffibly happen 
to thwart his arbitrary pleafure. 

The overfeer of the founderies under my 
direétion, was afraid alfo of falling a vidtim 
to his cruelty. I faw him arrive one day, 
Jater than the ufual hour; terror was 
painted on his countenance ; his fervants 
could fcarcely fupport him. -“ What is 
the matter with you?” faid L—** What 
accident can have brought you into your 
prefent fituation ?”’—** Iam undone !” re- 
plied he; “ the new Caimakam has juft 
affured me, that if the fifty pieces of can- 
non you are preparing, are not on the way 
to the army in two days, which you know 

is 
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is impoffible, he will take of my head: It 
is not in your power to fave me; and I 
pray God to avert even from yourfelf, a 
misfortune which would for ever difgrace 
our empire.” ‘The Nafir’s § ideas were fo 
difturbed, that it was impoffible, for the 
prefent, to enter into any further difcuffion 
of the matter. J firft tried to foothe him, 
and as foon as I faw him capable of liften- 
ing to me, I afked him, what anfwer he 
had given the Minifter /—* ] took care,” 
replied he, *** not to fay one word to him, 
for it would have been the laft word of 
my life.”"—‘ In that cafe,” faid I, « all 
is well; make yourfelf eafy, and follow 
exactly the directions I am about to give 
you: Go, this inftant, and find him ; 
humbly tell him, that you have been to 
deliver me his orders, which I received in 
fach a manner, as that you dare not re- 
peat my anfwer to him ; and that on your 
repeatedly urging me to carry them into 
execution, I anfwered you-fharply, that 
your bufincfs was only to pay the ex- 
§ Overicer. 
pences 5 


BARON DE TOTT. 203 


pences ; and that with refpeé to all the 
the reft, it being the Minifters duty to ape 
ply to me, I knew what anfwer I had to 
give him.—There,” added I, “is a fim 
ple method of extricating yourfelf from 
the affair; and I beg you will not be un- 
eafy on my account ; J am glad of an op- 
portunity of giving a little leffon to your 
Maker of Wells.” Te was with fome dif- 
ficulty, however, that I prevailed on Seid- 
Effendi, to adopt any meafure that would 
again bring him into the prefence of the 
Cutter off of Heads. Yet his very fears 
ought to have infpired him with courage 5 
and I at length perfuaded him. On his re- 
turn he informed me, that this attack had 
produced the defired effect of diverting the 
anger of Muftapha Pacha to me. The 
Overfeer, on being queftioned refpecting 
me, aflured him, that I was as zealous for- 
the intereft of the Grand Signior, as un- 
tractable in every other point; and asl 
was, in fact, determined, vigoroufly to re- 
pulfe every improper proceeding, I found 
myfelf very foon engaged with the Caima- 

kam. 
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kam, He fent one of the Mekters ||, the 
next morning, to order me to come to the 
Porte; and this Tchoadar, concluding, ao 
doubt, from the tone of his mafter, that 
he was’ not very favourably difpofed to- 
wards me, thought he might take upon him 
to anticipate his intentions, by accofting 
me ina familiar manner,—taking me by 
the arm, in executing his commiffion.— 
My firft anfwer was a fmart blow on his 
breaft; and my firft word, an order to 
turn him out of the Grand Signior’s foun- 
dery, where he dared to come and infult 
me. Already had the workmen, though 
Turks, run to turn the Vifir’s meffenger 
to the door, when terrified at fuch a re- 
ception, protefting his innocence, he po- 
litely defired me to come to the Porte, 
where his mafter had ordered him to con- 
du&t me. ‘All I can do for you,” faid T 


{| Mekters—This word, which literally means mu- 
ficians, is geven to the Tchoadare, or footmen more 
particularly employed in the execution of external 
commiffions. They are attached to the office of the 
Vifirate; and the perquifites of this employment are 
fo lucrative, as to make them fought after. 


to 
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tohim, “is to {plit the difference with 
you:—I forgive you what is paft;—go 
about your bufinefs,—and never fet your 
foot here again.—But be fure you ac- 
quaint your mafter with the manner in 
which I received you, that he may recom- 
mend more circumfpection, in future, to 
the perfons he may think proper to 
fend to me.” “TI fhall take good care,” 
replied the Tchoadar, “ not to fay a word 
to him of that; he is not fo tractable as 
his predeceflors; and I earneftly beg of 
you to come and fpeak to him:—God 
knows what will become of me, ifhe fees 
me return without you.” *¢ That is, how- 
ever, what you muft do,” faidI; “Iam 
not in a humour to go to the Porte to-day; 
—perhaps I may go to-morrow.” The 
Mekter, after exhaufting his rhetoric, 
without being able to obtain a more fatis- 
factory anfwer, withdrew. My Nafir, 
who was witnefs to the fcene, aiked me, 
what I expected would be the confequence 
of this conduct? “ Your fafety,” I re- 
plied, “< and my tranquility ;—Muftapha- 

Pacha 
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Pacha muft be ftunned to make him tra¢ts 
able: that is what I have undertaken, and 
I promife you, that I will render him as 
gentle to-morrow, as he fhowed himfelf 
brutal to you yefterday.” 

I went the next day to the Caimakam’s ; 
but as our converfation was likely to be 
warm, I thought proper to take a third 
perfon with me, and I made choice of the 
Drogman of the Porte as my witnefs, I 
took the precaution likewife, that I might 
have an interpreter to begin the converfa- 
tion, without being obliged to enter direét- 
ly into it myfelf, until I faw the proper mo- 
ment. Muftapha-Pacha’s outfet was, as 
Thad forefeen, brutal and imperious ; and 
obferving that 1 affected, whilft he was 
fpeaking, to look about me on every fide 
but towards him, he afked the Drogman 
if I did not underftand Turkith. He re- 
plied in the affirmative-—** Why docs he 
not anfwer me, then?” refumed the Vifir. 
“ Becaufe,” faid I, taking up the conver- 
fation, ** I have never been accuftomed to 
conyerfe, ftanding, with your predeceflore 3 

: order 
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order the Mafter of the Ceremonies to be 
called ;~—he will teach you the cuftom you 
are unacquainted with To fave trouble,” 
added I, * I will teach you them myéfelf.” 
then advance, feat myfelf by him, and I 
begin a vague, general converfation on his 
journey and arrival. In the interim, cof- 
fee and pipes are brought; and after fuf- 
ficiently repulfing his various attempts to 
talk to me about the artillery, by inter- 
rupting him every moment with queftions 
relative to the Court, I at length confent- 
ed to liften to every thing he had to fay to 
me on the fubjeét, which he did in tolera- 
bly meafured language. Attributing the 
abfolute ftile he had affumed, to the pref- 
fing orders fent him from Babadag *,— 
“I believe,” faidI to him, ‘that you 
have got the Grand Vifir’s letter properly 
explained to you §; but I muft give you a 
piece of advice, no lefs neceflary to your 


* Atown near the Balkan, where the Ottoman 
army had lain incamped three years! 
§ Moftapha-Pacha, Caimakam, the fo celebrated 
Haffan-Pacha, could neither,read nor write. | 
tranquility 
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tranquility and mine, than to the geod of 
the fervice. The Grand Signior has in- 
trufted to you the prefervation of good or- 
der, and the care of furnifhing the capital 
with provifions; he has intrufted me with 
the management of every thing refpecting 
the artillery, and the different military de- 
tails: Let us then refpectively do our duty ; 
you oughtto provide me with every neceflary 
in my department, and lay my demands 
and obfervations before your mafter, when 
I make ufe of the channel of your office for 
that purpofe. It was thus that your prede- 
ceflors, men well informed, always conduc. 
ted themfelves towards.mc: and] further 
beg you, after their example, to grant fome 
favour to Seid-Effendi. ‘The poor Nafir is 
fo eafily intimidated, that his fear would 
do you no great honour. I could not help 
laughing,” added I, «at the fright you gave 
him the day before yefterday ; he thought 
he was undone, ‘but I gave him courage.” 
During this whole harangue, the Cai- 
makam kept looking at me with aftonifh- 
ment: he complimented me on my facility. 
in 
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in {peaking the T'urkith language; and as he 
imagined no doubt that no man could look 
at him without trembling, he exalted my 
courage, and guefled that Iwasa military 
man ; after which Mook leave of him: but 
fearcely had I got’ out of the apartment 
with my colleague, who was laughing in 
his fleeve at the little leffon I had juft 
been giving the Caimakam, before he was 
fent for, to come back and fpeak to him. 
*¢ This Frenchman appears to be a bold 
fellow, but he talks a great deal.” ** I do 
not think, however, replied the Drog- 
than, that your Excellency has heard any 
thing efcape him that is mifplaced.”".—. 
“ True, faid Muftapha, every thing he 
has faid is very clever,—but once more I 
tell you, he talks a great deal.” After this 
fhort dialogue, which the interpreter ini- 
mediately related to me, I haftened to 
comfort my Nafir, and make him laugh at 
his apprehenfions. 

As foon as the train of artillery, and the 
detachment of the new corps were feht off 
tothe army, I was employed to eaft the 

Vou. IL. z + pieces 
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pieces for the new forts; and the Grand 
Signior defired me at the fame time to 
fuperintend the conftruétion of two fmall 
pattern pieces, with which he intended to 
do homage at the tong of the prophet. 
He had juft appointed his favourite to the 
dignity of Surré-Emini. His nomination 
to this office, the duty of which is to 
conduct the Pilgrims to Mecca, and is con- 
fidered only as a lucrative employment, 
proved to the public at once the decline of 
his favour, and the imprudent rapaciouf- 
nefs of the favourites. I waited upon him 
to deliver the offering I have mentioned, 
and I improved the opportunity to exa- 
mine the different prefents, with which he 
was going to do homage at Mecca. He 
firft made me remark the green and gold 
filk fluff, defigned to cover the tomb, 
the tiflue of which is remarkable from its 
thicknefs; but it is more fo, that the Re- 
public of Venice thould have contracted 
the cuftom of making this prefent to the 
Porte, on every freth embafly, for which 
purpofe the Venetians keep a loom con- 

ftantly 
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ftantly going; a cuftom perhaps refembling 
too much a tribute+. From this I paffed 
to ‘other objects, more proper to amufe 
children, than fuited to the gravity of the 
occafion for which they were defigned.—~ 
They confifted of feveral pack faddles for 
camels, carrying little kiofks, within 
which were reprefented the ufeful arts, 
fuch as plowing, harveft work, mills, 
bakehoufes, &c.—Little flags enriched 
thefe different pidtures, which were to lead 
the march of this holy caravan. 

Whilft the confidence of the favourite 
made him behold with pleafure the mo- 
ment of his departure, Umer Effendi, 
Grand Treafurer, who had no occafion to 
go and make his fortune at a diftance, 

+ It cannot be denied, in fact, that the fole dif- 
ference between a tribute and a prefent, confifts in 
the liberty of giving. To eftablith the cuftom of 
giving the fame thing at ftated periods, isin fome 
degree to lay the foundation of a claim ; this right 
acquires greater force when applied to people whofe 
¢uftoms are their only laws. The ftudy of manners 
will always furnith the firft elements of politics, and 
to eftablifh fuch cuftoms, when one can deny ths 
fervirude, is not to underftand politics, 

Pa had 
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had hitherto known how to infure the en 
joyment of it, in {pite of the enemies he 
had made himfelf by his affuming man- 
ner. Their intrigues had always been con+ 
fined to his removal to fome diftant em- 
ployment, which he had always been art- 
fyl enough to avoid; but it was referved 
to Kouyoudgi-Pacha to obviate every dif- 
ficulty. Umer, at length, called into his 
prefence, and proclaimed governor of a 
province, pleaded in vain his dignity of the 
feather, in bar to his acceptance of the 
fword; the Vifir made him take off his 
head-drefs, to aflume the turban of his 
ptefent promotion. The Treafurer for fome 
time combated this violence, but he was 
foon obliged to fubmit to this ftrange man- 
ner of raifing a man to dignity. It was 
not long, however, before the Vifir him: 
felf became a victim to the want of pru- 
dence that regulated all his ations, and 
the complaints of the men of the law pro- 
cured his overthrow, and exile into Afia ; 
where, a fhort time after, Muftayha-Pacha 
was placed in his proper fphere, by the 

com- 
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commiffion he received to vifit the provin- 
ces, and {cour them of thofe bands of rob= 

bers whith had multipled with the war. 
His fucceflor was that very lied Bey, who, 
after falling from an elevated, to an infe- 
rior fituation, was again raifed to the high 
eft dignity, when he leaft expedted and 
defired it. This was the more remarkable, 
as the poft of Cheir-Emini, which he had 
held, had never, hitherto, been a ftep to 
the Vifirate. ‘The abfolute neceffity there 
was of oppofing firmnefs to violence, hu- 
manity to cruelty, mildnefs to brutality, 
and circumfpection to imprudence, was 
perhaps the only motive that influenced 
this choice. I went the third day after his 
inftallation, to pay my compliments to the 
new Minifter. He received me with the 
fame air of friendfhip he had preferved in 
his difgrace. . I was feated on the fopha at 
the diftance becoming the difference of fitu- 
ations ; and as what I had to fay, was not 
proper to be communicated to the croud 
who were ftanding oppofite to us, we mu- 
tually leaned to converfe in a low voice 5 
P3 this 
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this attitude becoming painful, he defired 
me to approach him; but obferving a fort 
of reftraint in'‘me, which had not before 
ftruck him, he fays to me aloud, «¢ What, 
then, my friend! you are afraid to come 
near me?” Then opening his pelice, and 
fpreading it onthe fopha, * Get up,” add- 
ed he, “ and feat yourfelf omthefe furs ;—~ 
that is your place ;~—if you have forgot it, 
it is my duty to remember it.” The mul- 
titude, who always obey the impulfe that 
is given them, cried out with enthufiafm, 
‘* Long live our new matter !” 

The negociations for peace, which had 
been long on the tapis, were only retarded 
by the perfonal fears of the Grand Vifir. 
The Porte preffed him to conclude it; 
but although he had no doubt of the defign 
of thé Porte to terminate the war on any 
terms, he could not but be fenfible that 
the blame of a difgraceful peace recoiling 
only upon him, the forfeit of his life would 
follow the fignature of the treaty. Stop- 
ped by this confideration, he demanded 
powers from the Porte, which were re 

fufed 
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fufed him, under the pretext of their in-, 
utility ; but, in fa&, from the fame mo- 
tives that led him to demand them; and 
the Minifters, who thought of nothing but 
their own fafety, affected to treat the care 
he took of his, as a proof of pufillanimity. 
But his wife, at length, one of the fifters 
of the Grand Signior, put an end to this 
difcuffion. This Sultana wrote to her 
hufband, that he might fign every thing 
with impunity; and her hufband, who 
was very old, ‘tis true, died after having 
figned the peace, and difbanded the army. 
Ifed-Pacha, who until then had only 
borne the title of Caimakam, received with 
the feals, that of Grand Vifir; and the 
Turkith government once more concen- 
tered in the capital, foon returned to its 
ancient errors. The eftablifhments I had 
formed, however, were ftill continued ; 
but the founderies, the artillery {chool, 
and the fchool of mathematics, affording 
no farther {cope for my activity than that 
of purfuing the fame obje&ts without the 
hopes of extending them, I refolved to re= 
P4 turn 
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turp to France ; without informing the 
Porte, however, of my intention of aban- 
doning them, which they were far from 
feeming to defire, for I was even defired 
to appoint Vekils for the different eftablith- 
ments, 

‘The Grand Signior, on my taking leave, 
cloathed me with a very elegant pelice of 
fable ; but I foon received a farewell with 
which J was much more affected. The 
yeffel which was to carry me to Smyrna, 
where I was to embark on board one of 
the King’s frigates, had already weighed 
anchor, and fet her fails, when feveral 
oats came aboard us. I then faw myfelf 
furrounded by all my pupils, each of them 
with a book or an inftrument in his hand: 
~~‘ Before you quit us,” faid they, with 
tendernefs, “* give us at leaft a laft leffon: 
it will be more deeply engraven on our 
memories than all the reft.”--One opened 
his book to explain the fquare of the hy- 
pothenufe ; another, with a long bead, 
fet his quadrant to take the altitude; a 
third, afked me queftions on the quarter 

of 
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of reduétion ; and all of thefe accompa. 
nied me upwards of two leagues to fea, 
where we feparated with 3 tendernefs the 
more affecting, as the Turks are rarely fuf- 
ceptible of it; and I was confequeutly the 
Jefs prepared for it, 


Enp or tHe Tuinp Panr. 
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Fourtry Parr. 


FTER making my obfervatipns on 
the charaéter, the manners, and go- 
vernnment of the Turks in the capital of 
their vaft empire, I had ftill to vifit the 
diftant provinces, to examine the different 
people they contain, to trace out thofe 
thades of defpotifm which are naturally 
produced by the diftance of the defpot. 

The abufes introduced into the different 
commercial eftablifhments of France in the 
Levant, arifing more from the contrariety 
of the laws themfelves, than from negle& 
of the regulations, determined the govern- 
ment to order a general infpection of 
them, and I was entrufted with this com- 
miffion. 

The King’s frigate L’Atalante, com- 
manded by the Baron’ de Durfort, re- 
ceived orders to get ready, to conduct 
me in this tour; and M, le Comte, and 

Madame 


MEMOIRS OF THE 219 


Madame Ja Comteffe de Teffé ; M. le Duc 
d’Ayen, and le Comte de Meun, who were 
firft to be conveyed to Sicily by the fame 
frigate, being arrived at Toulon, we fet 
fail the 2d of May, 1777. Off Cape Corfe 
we fell in with fettled eaftrly winds, 
which determinded M. de Durfort to.put 
into Genoa, from whence, after a few days, 
he put to fea, and landed the travellers at 
their place of deftination. 

From thence we failed to Malta, where 
I had a commiffion to execute with the 
Grand Mafter; and we at length arrived 
at the Ifle of Candia, where 1 began my 
infpection. 

This ifland, the ancient Crete, which 
in fome degree feparates the Archipelago 
from the Mediterranean, is formed by a 
long chain of mountains, running from 
- Wett to Eaft, which may be confidered as a 
continuation of that which forms the North 
of the Adriatic, traverfes the Morea, and 
joins Mount Lebanon in Coromania. 

The ifland of Crete, celebrated by the 
poets of the moft remote antiquity, ftill 

prefents 
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prefents to the curious traveller its famous 
fabyrinth. It laysclaim, too, to the pot- 
Seffion of the true Mount Olympus, which 
is difputed with it by the two coafts 
of Europe and of Afia *. 

‘The pious fitions, common to every age, 
have fubftituted for thefe ancient monu- 
ments of Paganifm, the Grotto of St. 
Margaret, more worthy, certainly, of the 
veneration of the modern Greeks, and {till 
more calculated to attra&t the attention of 
the natural philofopher {. The moun- 
tains on the fouth fide are fo near the fea, 
as to render this ifland almoft inacceffible 
towards the Mediterranean, which gives 
all the advantages of culture, of which a 
bad foil is fufccptible, tothe north fide of 


* There are two other mountains of the name of 
Olyinpus; the one in Afia-Minor, at the foot of 
which is fituated the famous City of Prufa; the other 
in Euroge, in the Gulph of the ancient Theffalonica. 
‘The latter, near which is a Jittle valley, ftill called 
the Valley of Tempé, would feem to have the beft 
afcertained pretenfions ; but it is impoffible to decide 
frqm the appearance of thefe different mountains. 

} This grotto is very remarkable from the quality 
of its ftalagtites, and the variety it offers, 

the 
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the ifland ; and the inhabitants are indebt- 
edto the beauty of the climate alone for 
thofe rich produStions, the exchange for 
corn, of which they are deftitute. Oils 
are their principal article of commerce, 
and the making of foap, their chief branch 
of induftry. That art is brought to fo 
little perfe€tion, that notwithftanding the 
vicinity of the confumer, we export from 
thence the greateft quantity of thefe oils, 
for the foap-houfes at Marfeilles, and fell 
part of them at Conftantinople. The 
wild olive trees which I have found on the 
eaftern, uninhabited part of the ifland, 
prove them to be natives, as well as the 
laurel rofe, which thades, and gives a co- 
lour to all the vallies, caufing a vapour, 
which is {aid to be fatal to fuch as are fur- 
prifed by fleep, The country is covered 
with orange and Jemon trees, the fruit of 
which is preferable to thofe of Malta, and 
of Portugal. The Muche Muche, of the 
apricot kind, and of the fize of the Mira- 
bell plumb, but more delicious than the 
beft fruits of the fame kind, feems to be 

peculiar 
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peculiar to the foil of Candia, which pro- 
duces the moft valuable plants. 

This if_land, long held by the Veneti- 
ans, conquered from that Republic by Sul- 
tan Soliman, who fucceflively ftripped her 
of her principal poffeffions, preferves thofe 
fortrefies which were unable to defend it, 
and which ftill, at this day, ferve only as 
places of refuge for the oppreffors, with- 
out being able to refift the feebleft foreign 
attack. It is in the defiles, and amongft 
the barren mountains, therefore, that the 
inhabitants, to preferve their plunder, con- 
tend, fuccefsfully, for an independence ne- 
ver enjoyed by the cultivator. 

The three towns of Candia, Canea, 
and Retimo, are the feat of government of 
the three Pachalicks, inswhich the Otto- 
man government has divided this ifland., 
‘The firft commands the two others, under 
the title of Seratkier, and all the three 
ftrive who fhall the moft harrafs this un- 
happy country. The Turkith foldiery, 
with whom the Candiot Greeks are con- 
need by frequent marriages, after the 

manner 
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manner of Kafin }, have often put a ftop 
to thefe extortions by revolting againft the 
dignified extortioners; but thefe fame 
Greeks almoft always avail themfelves of 
their kindred with -the Janiffaries, to be- 
come in their turn fubordinate, and more 
dangerous perfecutors of their neighbours, 
as they never fail to efcape with im- 
punity. 

Whilft this compofition of oppreffion 
and anarchy maintains diforder on all the 
northern coaft, a fociety of robbers, inha- 
bitants of the mountains, preferves order 
amongft its members,—defends itfelf a- 
gaint all oppreffion, and covers the fea 
with pirates, This fort of Republic had 
for allies, the Maniots, their neighbours ; 
they furnith eachother with mutual fuc- 
cows; and the weaknefs of the Turks 
leaves humanity to groan under the de- 
predation of this banditti. 

The height of the mountains, which 
extend the length of Candia, the fterility 


} I have given an explanation of this fort of mar- 
siage in the fir part of thefe Memoirs. 
. of 
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of fome, and the nature of the vegetables 
which cover the others, are amongft the 
teaft firiking marksof the minerals they con- 
tain, Every objet teftifies alike, extinguith- 
ed volcanos ; many of the mountains have 
their craters, and I found near Cape Solo-~ 
mon, a fmall ifland of white marble, 
partly covered by a bed of lava. 

After our departure from the Canea, the 
frigate anchored under this ifland, from 
whence we failed in the beginning of June 
for Alexandria. ‘The winds which at that 
feafon are trade winds, from weft and 
north, without ever raifing the fea, enable 
the mariner to calculate the moment of 
his arrival in Egypt. In the courfe of this 
navigation I obferved, that a vapour car- 
ried before us by the wing which refifted’ 

* This is fituated at the eafternmoft point of the 
ifland, and forms, with Cape Sidera, the ifland of 
Morenna, and five fmaller iflands, the anchorage of 
Paleo Caftro;.in Greek, Old Caftle. During the 
war before the lait, an Englifh privateer, which had 
taken poffeffion of this flation, had placed centries, 
who gave fignals when our veffels appeared, to the 


fouthwaid and northward, very much harraffed owr 
trade. 
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the attraction of the fun, and became 
thicker every day, did not form itfelf into 
watery clouds until we approached the 
coaft of Egypt, which was announced to 
us by Pompey’s Pillar, before we difcover- 
ed the land. We foon perceived, how- 
ever, the Tower of Pharos; and after 
doubling the Diamond §, the frigate an« 
chored in the new harbour of Alexandria. 
I difpatched the fame day an exprefs to the 
Conful at Cairo, to acquaint him with my 
artival, and to demand from the govern- 
ment the neceflary affiftance to mount the 
Nile, up to the capital. The Vice-Conful 
of Cairo, accompanied by four merchants, 
and an Aga of the Mamalukes, arrived the 
roth of June, inthe morning, at Rofetta, 
where they left boats which brought 
them, and which were fent by the Chek 
Elbelet, to convey me to Cairo, The 
mifunderftanding which was juft beginning 


§ Arrock fo called, at half a cable's diftance froth 
the point of land on which the Pharos is built, and 
which fepafates the two harbours of Aletandria. 

Vox. IL qQ to 
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to break out between the Beys |}, and, above 
all, the departure of Murad*, who with 
fome troops, had juft quitted the capital, 
ander the pretence of reducing the Arabs 
of Charkia, but really with the intention 
of oppreffing Egypt, rendered this precau- 
tidn neceflary for my fafety. We fet out 
for Rofetta on the evening of the r2th, to 
avoid the great heat, during our journey 
of twelve leagues. Our little caravan, 
mounted on mules, confifted of thirty per- 
fons, and we ftopped half way at Maadis. 
Fhis reftmg place for travellers, is built 
gnva fol famerly cultivated, but long 
fince abandoned ,to the overflowings of the 


{] The twerity-four provinces into which Egypt is 
Grvided, art governed by as Beys, the chief of 
whom commands particalasty at Cairo, with the ttle 
& Chek Elpetet, Prince of the ,Countiy § the whole 
four" and twenty form the Divan, where 2 Pacha 
‘with thseo toill-préfiies in tht name of “the Grand 
Sygmade. ~P'he reades will find in the following de- 
tail, a picture of thrs tyrannical government, in its 
rigun, become full” thofe mohftrous Gnce, a8 it bas 
become more feeble. 

*.Qoe of the twenty-four governorighnd be, who 
at hat tame, appeared to have fhe preponderance, 
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fea, tothe barrennefs occafioned by thefe 
inundations, and the depredations of the 
Arabs. We left this place after a few 
hours repofe, and difcovered at break of 
day the tops of the palm-trees, and of the 
Minarets of Rofetta. After paffing this 
place, and reaching the banks of the Nile, 
on which it is fituated, we enjoyed the 
aftonifhing profpeét which the Delta a 
fents from the oppofite fhore, 

I embarked that evening in the felucca 
belonging to the Chek Elbelet, with the 
perfons who accompanied me. This vef- 
fel, whofe ftern was covered with a great 
tilt, contained a bed-chamber, and a hall 
farnithed with fophas. Another boat, 
which attended ys for the kitchen, and 
the fervants, lay alongfide of us during 
meal-time ; and by means of the winds, 
which repel the waters of the Nile, we 
mounted that river, under fait to Cairo, 
where we arrived the third day, in the 
evening. 

A Janiflary in the train of the Confal, 
who was ftationed as a centinel, in a boat 

Qz below 
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below Boulak +, made us difembark at the 
place where our mules were to meet us, 
from whence we arrived after dark at the 
Conful’s. 

Ifed Pacha, the Grand Signior’s former 
favourite, of whom I have already {poken, 
was then Pacha of Cairo :—Apprized of 
my arrival, he fent to pay me his compli- 
ments the next day, and the Chek Elbelet 
fhowed me the fame politenefs, with a re- 
queft to come and fee him as foon as pof- 
fible. I didnot, at firft, {ee into the mo+ 
tive of this earneftnefs, but returned him 
for anfwer, “ That aware as I was of his 
influence in Egypt, I ftill thought. it my 
duty to acknowledge, at, leaft in appear- 
ance, the Grand Signior’s authority in the 
perfon, of his Racha.” The Bey who cam- 
manded, gave orders to his Grand Equerry, 
and the officers of the police, to haften 
the preparatives for my vifit to the Go 
vernor. + 


+ Atown lying on the Nile, which ferves as sé 
Janding-place for the capital, and may, be looked upon 
a enc its fubyzbs,_ Banat 

ia The 
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“The Conful had informed me on land- 
ing, that the Chek Elbelet, hearing of my 
approach, and prefuming that 1 would dif- 
embark by daylight, had difpofed a great 
number of officers and Suratchis to prepare 
a public entry for me, fo much the more 
diftinguithed, as that notwithftanding the 
right of being mounted on horfeback pecu- 
liarly appropriated to the Beys and the 
Grandees of the empire, feven horfes were 
prepared to mount the perfons who accom- 
panied me. . The care 1 took to arrive late, 
only delayed this ceremonial, which I was 
obliged to fuffer, until my arrival at the 
caftle of Cairo, where the Pacha, who re- 
prefents the perfon of his Sovereign, is- 
uniformly kept a prifoner by the Beys. 
Such was the curiofity of the people, that 
notwithftanding their fear of the two ranks 
of Suratches, who preceded me, the peo- 
ple crouded to fee the proceffion ; and the 
blows beftowed wantonly on them by the 
foldiery, by way of amufement, did not 
prevent them from waiting for my return 
at the gate of the caftle, I there found 


Q3 the 


230 MEMOIRS OF THE 


the Pacha furrounded by all the pomp of the 
Vifirate, and he received me with the fame 
ceremonies which are in ufe at Conftanti- 
nople ; but our former intimacy inducing 
us towith for a téte-d-téte, he {ent away 
the croud which filled the hall of the Di- 
van ; and the confidence he repofed in me 
refpecting the fermentation then fubfifting 
amongft the Beys, (a fure prefage of a re+ 
volution) explained to me the anxiety of 
the Chek Elbelet to finih his ceremonial 
with me. He had not time, however, to 
receive me; for I had fcarcely reached 
home in the fame order of proceffion, be- 
fore the oppofite party, breaking forth into 
violence, the reigning Beys thought only 
of petting poffeffion of the fortrefs, This 
manceuvre, more political than military, 
gives to thofe who can fucceed in it, the 
difpofat of the Grand Signior’s orders, 
which they compel the Pacha to iffue with 
their piftols at his head. A firman ac- 
cordingly, very foon appeared, ordering 
the revolters into banifhment ; whilft they, 
defpifing.thefe vain formalities, by firing 

‘ at 
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at their enemies, compelled them, after a 
few days popping, which made more noife 
than it did execution, to fly into Upper 
Bayo 

Some Mamalukes of the victorious party, 
raifed to the dignity of Beys, replaced tha 
fugitives; and the government apparently 
icftored to tranquility, 1 went to Gifa tq 
pafs fome days there, and vifit the pyra- 
mids, which are only four leagues from it, 

The foil of Egypt, its commerce, and 
government, and its ancient monuments, 
which muft be confidered as the moft re- 
mote annals of the world, are objects res 
{pedtively too interefting to be confounded 
with the narrative of my voyage; and I 
fhall referve thefe particulars to place them 
in one diftin& point of view. 

The Arabs, who were to conduct us to 
the pyramids, made us fet out at midnight, 
and we arrived at thefe enormous mafles of 
ftone at daybreak. The firft thing the 
perfons who accompanied me did, was to 
penetrate into them but being myfelf lefs 
curious to vifit what is fufficiently known 


Q4 by 


2B MEMOIRS OF THE 


by the plans given us by Mr. Maillet, and 
other travellers, who are all agreed, I 
availed myfelf of the little time I had to 
make my obfervations, in fuch refearches : 
ag appeared to me to have been hitherto 
neglected. 

+ Im approaching the Sphynx, which I 
fhall {peak of in another place, the Arabs 
made me remark an opening, made by one 
of the Beys of Egypt, to clear it from the 
fand under which it was buried to a cer- 
tain depth, adding, that the impiety of 
fach a work as penetrating into the afylum 
of the dead, foon met with its punifhment, 
and that this Bey loft his life in the laft re- 
volution. Thefe very Arabs, however, 
who p.etend to be fo fcrupulous, made a 
daily traffic of the mummies, and were in 
very good health; but this enterprife of 
the by would probably have hurt their 
trade,.and. every trader afpires at a mo- 
nopoly, - 

On my return toGifa, where I had already 
employed~myfelf in making drawings of 
the Ife of Rhoda, of the Nilometer, and of 

. Qld 


RARON DE Torte 233 


Old Catto, Etuated oppofite, I accepted of 
the offer made me by a Coptic merchant, 
of his houfe, on the oppofite fhore, from 
‘whence I might take a drawing of Gita 
and the Pyramids. Whilft I was thus em 
ployed, a group of horfemer: pafs full gal- 
Jop under our windows, followed by other 
bodies of cavairy, piftul-fhot are heard 
on every fide ; the tumult increafes,—the 
matter of the houfe barricadoes his door,—- 
and we foon heard from the Janiflary who 
accompanied us, that the flames of the 
revolution, which had lain hid for fome 
days, had broke forth that morning by the 
affaffination of three Beys, and that a 
fourth, to avoid the fame fate, was flying 
with the remains of his party, to join his 
adherents in Upper Egypt, where the vic- 
torious party were much interefted to pre- 
vent their jundtion. We faw at the fame 
time a large*armed felucca take her ftation 
in the middle of the Nile, and interrupt 
the navigation, to cut off the retreat of 
the fugitives into Lybia, fo to efcape the 
profcription. Being hitherto a ftranger to 
the 
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ther cgnfe of. this sfussrel, I finithedmy- 
drawing, and thé tumultiappearing to be 
calmed, T° wentyon:. board; to: raturn:to 
Gifa, ‘not thinking. of any -obftacle 5. but 
fcareely..had.our-:beatmen given. a few 
ftrokés with ‘their oars, when about twen- 
ty Mamalukes:on-horfeback arriving -full 
fpeed, - prefent‘-their. pieces at’ us,- and 
threaten to fire on us, wnlefs we return 
inftangly to thore, which accordingly we 
did. We were then informed that one of 
the Beys was.at Old Cairo, for the purpofe 
of flopping, the. paffage of the Nile; Lin 
vain objected. that this order could not af- 
fet me, and as I could receive no otheg 
anfwer. from. thefe, men than the. end. of 
the carbines, 1 fent a merchant who was 
with. me,-to enter into a direct difcuffion 
of thjs.. matter with the Bey, who they 
told ‘ps was fitting at the corner of a ftreet 
agian Gall, diftance.from us. He appeared 
vary, y.much., aftonithed at hearing that Iwas 
at Calito  - cand. when. he. knew! that I was 
vome, thereto draw, he very /enfibly ob- 
inftsd.. to. the, improper moment. 1. bad 
ie taken ; 


BARDINDE- TOOT 235 


taken; bot .my ambeflador replying with 
as much propriety at leaft, that it was 
impoffible for me ta forfte that they would 
think proper to cut each others throats 
that morning ; he at length obtained, with 
fome apologies for what had pafled, the 
permiffion to continue my journey. Dur- 
ing this interval, one of the Prince’s offi- 
cers ftole our pipes, and infifted alfo on 
embarking with us, under the pretence of 
guarding us againft infults, but really 
with the intention of’ extorting money for 
this pretended fervice: on my arrival at 
Gifa, I immediately prepared for my re- 
Turn to Alexandria. 

‘The Nile, which I had obferved to fwell, 
was got to the height, required for the 
opening of Trajan’s canal. The public 
criers appointed to announce to the people 
the daily increafe of the river, had juft 
proclaimed the feaft of the Arroufie; (the 
feaft of the new bridge}; but notwith- 
ftanding the preparations for it, and the 
meafutes taken to purfue the fugitives, I 
abtained from the Chek Eibelet the means 

of 
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of returning to Alexandria, and 1 ré-im- 
barked on board the fame boats which had 
brought me, to refume a navigation be- 
éome more agreeable, from the elevation 
of the water, which now permitted us to 
behold the moft populous, as well as the 
richeft country in the univerfe. 

Eagerly defirous of becoming acquaint- 
éd with every particular of fo interefting 
an aflemblage, { had carefully colleéted 
every thing which might throw a light 
on the government, population, manners, 
and commerce of the country, and their 
neceflary conneétions with ¢ach other.— 
The gaiety of the people on the borders of 
the Nile, infpired me with the defire of 
going amongft them; but the fight of 
the Mamalukes alone, who wanted to go 
on fhore with me, would have foon put 
them to flight, had I not taken the pre- 
caution of making them remain on board, 
and of being accompanied only by Euro- 
peans. I have fieyuently enjoyed the plea~ 
fure of culleCiig the inhabitants of the 
villages on the banks of the river, and ef 

con- 
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confirming from them the accuracy of 
the ideas 1 had entertained, a picture of 
which Lam now going to prefent. 


Egypt, fituated in the eaftern angle of 
Africa, extends from the Mediterranean to 
Abyffinia, comprehending in {pace, from 
the 31ft to the 23d degree of latitude, from 
the town of Suenna, near the tropic, be- 
low the cataraéts of the Nile. 

This river, whofe fources are not well 
known §, after receiving all the rivers 

with 


§ A traveller of the name of Bruce pretends, I’am 
‘old, to have difcovered them.—I faw at Cairo the 
fervant he took with him; the guide who condudted 

him; the companion of his journey. I thoroughly 
afcertained the fa, that he had no knowledge what- 
ever of this difcovery ; in anfwer to which it can only 
be faid, that fo learned a man as Mr. Bruce was not 
obliged to give an account of his obfervations to his 
valet. The pride of celebrity is loft in a defert the 
diftin@tion of mafter and fervant difappear before the 
wants which furround them, mutually anxioys, and 
compelled as they mutt be, to communicate together, 
and to afford each other mutual faccouef, the 
ftrongeft alone muft have the fuperiority oxer his 
companions; and the valet I am feaking of, born iq 

‘ ~ ie 
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with which Abyfinia, and Ethiopia are 
abundantly watered, defcends into Egypt, 
which it traverfes from South to North, 
until within four leagues below Cairo, 
where, dividing itfelf into two branches, 
it forms the ifland fo celebrated, and fo 
well known by the name of the Delta. 
The plains on each fide of the Nile, bound- 
ed by higher lands, are alone fit for culti- 
vation as far as the point of this ifland, 
called by the Egyptians, in Arabic, Batn- 
el-Bacara, (The Cow’s Belly) ; the river 
not being able to convey any further thofe 
treafures with which its waters are known 
to cover the furface of the earth, by its 
inundations. 

The mountains which run along the 
Nile, at four leagues diftance, oppofite 
Cairo, aie only a bed of rocks of forty or 
fifty feet high, which borders the plains 
of Lybia. This eminence follows “the 
courfe of the Nile at a greater or lefs dif 
tancé, and appears to be folely defigned by 


the country, had inconteftably the beft right of war~ 
ranting, even to“ Mr, "Brute himfelf, a difeavery 
saebely topographical. 

Nature 
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Nature, to reftrain the general inundation. 
The fide of Arabia, more hilly, belongs 
to the lands which border on the Red Sea, 
and already affumes the character of foli- 
dity, generally to be obferved on the coafts 
of the fea. Below Cairo, on a level with 
the fummit of the angle of the Delta, the 
bed of rocks of Lybia, and the hills of 
Arabia, form an opening, and feparate to. 
wards the Eaft and Weft, parallel with the 
Mediterranean. This great extent of coun- 
try, ftretching from the kindgom of Barca, 
as far as Gaza, is overflowed, or liable to 
be overflowed by this river. ‘This periodi- 
cal inundation, in a country where it fel- 
dom or never rains, and which, from the 
burning heat of the fun, and the nature of 
the foil irfelf, feems deftined to an eternak 
fterility and drynefs, is, without doubt, 
one of the moft farprifing phenomena, of 
nature. By obferving the mechanifin, b; iy 
which it is produced, one may perceivitthar 
even ‘Europe contributes to it, by ousing 
down on Abyffinia and Ethiopia, thofe ex- 
halgtions with which our climates abgihd,’ 
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The trade winds, which blow regularly 
from weft and north, in the months of June, 
July, aud Auguft, continually prefs for- 
ward the thick clouds, which without de- 
priving Egypt of the fun, convey thofe 
vapours into Abyffinia and Ethiopia, and 
are there rarefied, and enter by a hundred 
different channels into the Nile, which 
diffufes them, with the limy mud, col- 
leéted by the waters, in their courfe, 
throughout Egypt. It is remarked that 
this water became muddy from the 
crumbling of the clayey foil through 
which it paffes, appears in drinking it, as 
light and free from dirt, as the cleaneft 
{pring water: the Egyptians believe that 
of the Nile to be of a nourifhing quality, 
and fay, that they who have once drank 
out of their river, can never quit its 
banks. 

* "The worfhip beftowed by the ancient 
‘Egyptians, -on the Nile, juftified by the 
benefits they-enjoyed from it, is in fome 
‘meafure preferved by the Mahometans ; 
‘they give this“river the'title of very oly 
ais and 
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atid honour its {welling with all the cere~ 
rnonies confectated to it by Heathen an+ 
tiquity. 

This {welling is obferved at the Niloa 
meter, fituated on the fouthern point 
of the ifle of Rhoda, oppofite to Old 
Cairo. Public criers, difperfed through 
every quarter of the capitel, announce 
daily to the people the increafe of the 
Nile, until it reaches the proper height 
for opening the canal which conveys its 
waters into the middle of the town, and 
from thence into cifterns. This moment 
is determined by a certain ftandard, which 
cannot be verified with precifion on ac- 
count of the fuperftition, which will not 
permit the eye of the curious to approach 
the graduated pillar, placed in the centre 
of the bafon of the Nilometer. The cry 
of Ouf Allah, God has kept his promife, 
proclaims the opening of the canal. Chil+ 
dren, carrying flags of different colours, 
accompany the crier, and {pread a general 
Jey, arifing from the certainty of abund- 
ance. 
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Sultan Selim, after conquering Egypt, 
gave laws to it, eftablithed a new form of 
government, and determined that this 
kingdom, now a province of his vaft em- 
pire, fhould pay no tribute, except in thofe 
years when the Nile fhould be fufficiently 
fwelled for the opening of this canal, It 
is only then, in fa@, that the overflowing 
is fufficient for the neceffary: culture ; and 
this happens every year: but this increafe 
is not that which produces the greateft 
plenty. For this effect the waters muft 
reach the foot of the mountains; it is then 
only that the cry is—Mfinel-dgebel, sf-el- 
edgbel, (from one mountain to the other.} 
It was, doubtlefs, from the precaution of 
the ancient fovercigns of Egypt to guard 
againft the confequences of a too partial 
inundation, arifing from the drynefs of 
fome feafons, that they cut that infinite 
number of canals, of which the principal 
ones are {till kept in repair; but the grea» 
éft number of thein have been abandoned, 
and, confequently, more than one half of 
Egypt left without cultivation. The ca- 
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fals, the moft attended to by the govern- 
ment, are thofe which convey the water 
to Cairo, into the province of Fayoume, 
and to Alexandria. An officer, placed as a 
guard to this laft, takes care to prevent the 
Arabs of Baétria, who enjoy the farplus of 
the waters of this canal, from turning it 
off before Alexandria is fapplied*, or from 
opening it before the ftated time, which 
would prevent the {welling of the Nile 
‘That which conveys the water into Fay- 
oume, is alfo looked after, and muft not 
be opened before that of Cairo, which is 
called the canal of Trajan, 

The ancient Egyptians had the barba- 
rous cuftom of facrificing 2 young girl to 
the Nile, when it fwelled to the proper 
height for opening the canal ; which facri- 
fice they called the Arrouffee, the new bride. 
This name, and the ceremonies of this 
bloody feaft are ftill preferved, but human- 


* This event a€tually happened in 1784, when the 
water was tumed off by one of the Beys to diftrefs 
his adverfaries, by which Alexandria was on the 
point of being totally deferted, 
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ized by the Caliph Omar, who fubftituted 
for the vidim, a column of earth, in the 
form of a woman, which is thrown into 
the Nile, The grandees of Cairo appear 
at this ceremony in gondolas richly deco- 
rated, which is alfo followed by, entertain- 
ments and fireworks. 

A number of other canals, taken care of 
only by the inhabitants who enjoy the be- 
nefit of them, are conneéted with the arm 
of the Nile which goes to Damietta, and 
fertilize Charkia. ‘This province, fituated 
in the ifthmus of Suez, is the moft confi- 
erable one of Egypt, as well as the moft 
fafceptible of a highly improved cultivation. 
The plains of Gaza, which are beyond this 
province, and are occupied by the Arabs, 
would be as fertile, did not the fpirit of 
devaftation deftroy every thing, even to 
the fpontaneous productions of the earth, 
Many other canals are cut through the 
Delta, feveral of which are navigable; gnd 
that of Manouf joins the two arms of the 
Nile below the fummit of the angle, which 
is called the Cow’s Belly. This canal 
comes from Nadir, and not from Guefeid, 

where 


BARON DE TOTT. 245 


where D’Anville has placed its opening ; 
it paffes through the province of Manoufia, 
the cultivation of which can only be com- 
pared with the moft beautiful kitchen gar- 
den. ‘The map of this celebrated geogra- 
pher appears to me, in other refpects, as 
exact as it was poffible to make it, in a 
country where the government could not 
allow the bafes to be determined, and the 
face of which is fo even as not to prefent 
any point from whence obfervations can be 
taken, 

The country of Egypt is in fa& fo low, 
that were it not for a few little hillocks 
formed by the ruins of ancient Alexandria, 
aad the prodigious height of Pompey’s Pil- 
Tar, the land would not be diftinguifhable. 
The whole coaft is horizon; and it is with 
difficuly one perceives, from three leagues 
off at {ca, fome palm trees, which feem to 
grow out of the water. It is not to the 
fiatnefs of the country alone, however, that 
Egypt is indebted for its periodical inun- 
dation. 

R3 We 
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We have already feen that the trade 
winds, from Weft and North, by pufhing 
the clouds of Europe on Abyffinia, blaw in 
the direStion of the Nile, in which mecha- 
nifm of Nature it muft be remarked, that 
the wind, by driving back the waters of 
the river, becomes the principal caufe of its 
overflowing. Having reached its bigheft 
degree towards the middle of September; 
the winds then becoming trade winds from 
the Southward, concur with the natural 
defcent of the Nile, to accelerate the drain- 
ing of the water, at the fame time that 
they colleét the fuperfluous clouds, now of 
no further ufe, over Abyflinia and Ethio- 
pia, and carry them, for the fame benefi- 
cial purpofe of a periodical inundation, 
towards the fources of the Euphrates, to 
enrich Mefopotamia, after abundantly wa- 
tering Egypt. At this period, therefore, 
one fees 2 column of clauds pafs the Red 
Sea, towards the ifthmus of Suez, fpread 
over Syria, and colleét on Mount Ararat ; 
whilft the fame trade wind blowing in the 
Guolph of Perfia, comprefling the waters of 

the 


BARON DE TOTT. 247 


the Euphrates, produces in Mefopotamia, 
by the fame means, the fame advantages 
enjoyed by Egypt. 

This meteorological obfervation, the 
particulars of which I have carefully at- 
tended to, may be verified every year, in a 
climate, where the ferenity of the heavens 
cannot admit of error. 

All the defcriptions of Egypt hitherto 
agree in confidering the mud, with which 
the waters of the Nile are loaded during its 
increafe, and which are left on the lands 
they overflow, as a fattener, which ferti- 
lizes the country. In analyfing it, how- 
ever, no vegetative quality is difcoverable 
before its union with the fand, which, to- 
gether with the clay, compofes the foil of 
Egypt, in about the fame proportion as 
in the earthen manufa@tures ; nor is this 
mud any other: than the produce of the 
crumbling of the two banks of the Nile, 
when it carries off the clayey part. Its 
Specific lightnefs, joined to the metion of 
the waters, keeps its particles fufpended, 
whilft the fand fettles, and forms new 
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jflands for the inhabitants, after the drain« 
ing of the waters. The cultivator takes 
immediate poffeffion of them, his induftry 
fupplying the barrennefs of the fand, with 
which he mixes pigeons dung, then fows 
his water melons, and enjoys a plen- 
tiful crop, before the fucceeding inun- 
dation deftroys thefe iflands to produce 
others. i 

The whirlpools which occafion thefe 
yarjations, neceflarily arife from the double 
effort, of the defcent of the waters, and 
the wind which counteracts them; but 
the Nile, notwithftanding this agitation, is 
fo eafy to be kept within its bounds, that 
many fields, fituated below the furface of 
the water, in its increafe, are preferved 
from fuffering from the inundation, by 
means only of a dam of eight or ten inches 
thicknefs in moift ground. 

This method, which cofts the hufband- 
man but little labour, is made ufe of to 
preferve the Delta, when it is threatened 
by an inundation. This ifland, which 
produces annually three crops, is conftantly 

watered 
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‘watered by machines built on the Nile, 
and on the canals which interfe&t it, but 
jt is very feldom in danger of being 
drowned; and this rich part of Egypt, 
which is clofe to the fea, would feel the 
effects of the {welling fill lefs, did not the 
trade-winds accumulate the waters of the 
Mediterranean towards the fouth. 

It is important to obferve, that the Delta, 
higher than the reft of Egypt, is bordered, 
towards the fea, by a foreft of palm trees, 
called the foreft of Beleros, the ground of 
which is far above the higheft elevation of 
the waters, a topographical remark of its 
{elf fufficient to overthrow the fyftem of 
the formation of the Delta by a fediment, 
Land which is higher than the greateft 
inundations, can never owe its origin to 
them ; it can only have occafioned the di- 
vifion of the Nile into two branches ; but 
neither this circumftance, nor the exiftence 
of the ifland that feparates them, required 
fo much labour ; and Mr. Maillet might, 
in this refpeét, have foared himfelf the re- 
petition of the fyftem of Ephorus, which 

was 
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was not held in eftimation, even by his 
cotemporaries. 

The veftiges of the canals which watered 
the eaftern and weftern provinces of the 
Delta, prove that it was formerly the feat 
of the richeft cultivation of Egypt. It 
may alfo be prefumed, from the extent of 
the ruins of Alexandria, the ftru€ture of 
the canal, and the natural equality of the 
lands which furround Lake Mareotis, and 
which extend from the weftward, as far 
as the kingdom of Barca, that this coun- 
try, now in the poffeffion of the Arabs, 
and almoft totally uncultivated, was for- 
merly as rich in produétions of every kind, 
as was neceflary for the fubfiftence of 
Alexandria. 

One fees, from the fituation of the canal 
of Alexandria, that after watering that 
town, and affifting its commerce, it muft 
have fertilized the upper part of thofe 
lands, fituated on the left bank of the 
Nile, oppofite the Delta; whilft a dyke, 

throva 
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thrown wp at Bequers *, keeping off the 
fea, added a large territory to Egypt, 
the cultivation of which reached to the 
fuburbs of that immenfe city, reduced 
at prefent to a fmall town built on the 
new ifthmus, formed between the two 
ports, and which joins the [fle of Pharos 
to the Continent. This capital of the 
commerce of the univerfe, long fince con- 
demned to ferve only as a ftaple for the 
confumption of Egypt, feems to have ba+ 
nithed itfelf from its own walls; but it is 
impoffible to throw one’s eyes on the ex- 
tent and magnificence of its ruins, without 
feeling, that the greateft powers have only 
a value proportionate to the age which em- 
ploys them, and the genius of the men 
entrufted with their management. 

Egypt; fo fituated as to combine the 
commerce of Europe, Africa, and the Eaft 
Indies, was in want of a port, which 
fhould at once be {pacious and eafy of ap- 
proach ; the mouth of the Nile offered 

* A fmall harbour, fituated between Alexandria 


and Rofettae 
nane 
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none of thefe requifites ; the only harbour 
on that coaft was in the midft of a defert, 
at twelve leagues from the river, and could 
only be difcovered by an elevated genius ¢ 
a town was to be built, and it was himfelf 
who furnithed the plan of it. To what a 
pitch of fplendor did he not raife Alexan- 
dria, in its origin? He joined it to the 
Nile by a canal at once navigable, and 
ufefil for cultivation. It became the city 
of all nations, the metropolis of commerce. 
He is honoured even by its athes, piled up 
by the barbarity of ages, and which wait 
only for fome beneficent hand to expand 
them, and cement the reconftrudtion of 
the moft ftupendous edifice hitherto cone 
ceived by the human mind, 

The nature of the rock which lines the 
coaft of Egypt, proves that the ifland, on 
which the Pharos is built, can only have 
been formed by the athes of Alexandria, 
and that the fhallow which feparates the 
two bafons, arofe from the ruins brought 
there by the fea, This new fhore further 
teftifies the truth of this obfervation, and 

the 
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the waves daily expofe to view a number 
of engraved ftones, which muft have be- 
longed to the ruins of the ancient city. 

Its ruins teftify, at every ftep, its ane 
cient fplendor, and the form of its inclo- 
fure, which reprefents a Macedonian cloak, 
feems to have awed the véry barbarians, in 
their different fackings of this town, by 
recalling the memory of its founder. The 
fame wails which proteéted its induftry 
and riches, defend, at this day, its ruins, 
and exhibit a mafterpiece of mafonry. 

Some hiftorians pretend, that the Sara~ 
cens built the prefent walls in place of 
thofe they had deftroyed ; but if the hand 
of thefe plunderers is to be traced at all, it 
is only in the repairs, which are as defti- 
tute of neatuefs as of regularity ; it is im- 
poffible to attribute to them the conftruc- 
tion of the walls, which feparate Alexan- 
dria from Necropolis; it would be as ab- 
fard as giving them the honour of ele- 
vating Pompey’s Pillar. 

‘This monument, the motive and founder 
of which are equally unknown, fituated 

‘ neat 
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near the canal, between Necropolis and 
the walls of Alexandria, muft have belong- 
ed to the fuburb, which, according to dif- 
ferent authors, joined the Laké Mareotis. 
Tt may be conjeétured, from the fragments 
of rofe granite, and above all from the an- 
cient foundations which furround the co- 
luma, that it ftood in the midft of the 
Market-place. But, without pufhing our 
inquiries beyond the limits preferibed by 
the obfcurity of time, the examination of 
the column itflf fufficiently. excites our 
admiration. I will not repeat the defcrip- 
tion given of it by M. Maillet, and other 
travellers. I fhall content myfelf with re~ 
marking, that this enormous mafs, refting 
on a ftone not more than half the fize of 
the flilobate, which bears centrically upon it,, 
has only been fupported through fo many 
ages by the exact adherence of the two 
planes, and the perfection of their horiz- 
ontal workmanfhip. This point of fup- 
port, which may be eafily examined by a 
hollow made in the rough ftone work, 
which feems to oppor its bafe, confifts of 
a piece 
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a piece of granite, funk to a greater or lefs 
depth into the calcareous rock, which forms 
the natural foundation. The infpection of 
the hieroglyphics, engraved on that part of 
it which is laid open to view, may induce 
a conjeture, that 2 fragment of an obelifk 
has been made ufe of for the foundation 
ftone. It appears more natural, however, 
to imagine, that thefe characters point out 
the hiftory of the column, 

The perfect upright 1 have juft {poken 
of, leaves no doubt of the perpendicular 
and fucceflive bearings of the ftilobate, the 
bafe, the fhaft, and the capital; but jit is 
very difficult to conceive the means em- 
ployed in raifing this fhaft, which is one 
piece of rofe granite of more than nine feet 
diameter, of the Corinthian order, and 
upwards of eighty fect high. This work 
can never have been effected without the 
aid of cranes, and this obfervation would 
induce one to believe that the imitation of 
Archimedes's crow was known in Bgypt 
before we were acquainted with it; which; 
in fat, is not more furprizing than to find 

our 


256 MEMOIRS OF THE 


our joiner’s holdfaft and plane under the 
lava of Mount Vefuvius. 
. This is not the only monument, whofe 
boldnefs aftonithes the traveller in Egypt. 
Cleopatra’s Needle, not lef difficult to 
maifey proves that the arts of Greece 
were not profufely diftributed in fuch 
.works throughout Upper Egypt. One 
imay.obferve, even in the capitals of Pom- 
_pey’s Pillar, an imitation of the leaves 
of the acanthus, too clumfy not to befpeak 
workmen more accuftomed to move thele 
enormous mafiés, than to handle the chiffel 
of Phidias. The tool of the Egyptians 
thows fome degree of delicacy only in the 
cutting of the hieroglyphics, Cleopatra’s 
, Needle is covered with them on its four 
fides ; its bafe, which is buried under rubs 
bith, prevents one from judging of its 
point of fupport, but by examining a fimi- 
lar needle, which is overthrown and bro- 
ken near the former, it is evident that 
theyaboth refted on four cubes of bra{s, 
One may perceive alfo, that thefe two 
-gbelifks, in the fame line with two large 
ranges 
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ranges of buildings, at equal diftances, 
ferved to decorate this fpot of ground, 
which, from its veftiges, appears to have 
been the fituation of 2 palace. That of 
Cleopatra is feppofed to be vifible; but 2 
difcovered more diftinétly, in a rotunda, 
tolerably well preferved, and above all from 
feveral dungeons which farround it, the 
tribunal of juftice, and I was aftonifhed to 
remark the excellent prefervation of the 
plaifler which covers the walls, 

More certain marks point out the prin, 
cipal place of Alexandria, Several co- 
lumns, two of which are in the centre of 
one of the fides of the place, and oppofite 
to an enormous quantity of fallen roofs, 
plainly mark the entrance of the principal 
Temple, and leave no doubt that they’are 
ruins of that of Jupiter Serapis. If the 
fpirit of deftruion was not invariably 
fluggifh and ignorant, thefe precious re- 
siains would difappear more fpeedily. “E 
have feen the barbarians, who are the de- 
pofitories of them, employed in hacking 
the trunks of columns to make millGones, 
. Vou. i. s and 
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and have had the fatisfattion of feeing 
them lofe their labour, from their untkil- 
falnefs. Thefe caufes preferve, it is true, 
the larger mafles from immediate deftruc- 
tion, but the ftatues fall an invariable fa~ 
crifice to avarice, wherever they are dif- 
covered; but fuch is the fanatifm of the 
Arabs, that they never fell them to the 
Europeans, without mutilating thefe pre- 
tended idols. The {mall profit they acquire 
from this traffic, not encouraging their 
labour, fortunately prevents them from 
beftowing any pains in fearching amongft 
the ruins, and preferves this precious trea- 
fure for our pofterity. 

The fuburbs of Alexandria, that which 
joined Necropolis, and the other, the ftreets 
of which are ftill diftinguifhable in the 
plain leading to Rofetta, contain, undoubt- 

“edly, a great deal of riches buried under 
their ruins, and the fite of Necropolis* is 
eovered with little billocks, which induce 
one to confider' thefe heaps as the wreck 


. Necropolis City of the Dead this Greek word 
is conspofed of Nog, Death, and Tea, City. 
é . of 
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of thofe temples and monuments taifed by 
the pious fuperftition of the ancient Egyp- 
tians, I have vifited the catacombs of this 
sity with attention, (the burying ground 
of Alexandria) and although they cannot 
he compared with thofe of the ancient 
Memphis, which the Arabs conceal from 
the eyes of the curious, in order to enfure 
the fale of their mummies, it is probable 
that the method of embalming being the 
fame, the form of thefe catacombs only 
differ in their proportions, It is obferved 
even that Nature not having furnithed this 
part of Egypt with a ledge of rocks, like 
that on the borders of the Nile above the 
Delta, the ancient inhabitants of Alex- 
audria have only been able to imitate them, 
by making a fort of hollow way in the bed 
of live rock which they defigned for the 
building of Necropolis. This excavation, 
of thirty or forty feet wide, two hundred 
feet long, and twenty-five feet deep, is ter- 
minated by gentle defcents at its extremi- 
ties; the two fides perpendicularly cut, 
contain feveral large openings ten or twelve 

Sa "fees 
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fect’ high, cut horizontally out of the 
rock, and which form, from their different 
branches, fubterraneons ftreets That 
which curiofity has laid open, by clearing. 
away: the rubbith and find, which render 
the entrance of the.others inconvenient or 
impra@icable, contains .no longer any 
mauiimies ; but the places they formerly 
eccupied, and the order in which they: 
were ranged, are fill vifible. Holes off 
twenty'Inches fquare, and fix feet long in’ 
a horizontal diredtion, narrowed at the 
end, and feparated from one another by 
Partitions of feven or eight inches thick, 
Jeft in the rock, divide the two walls of 
this cavern into chequer work. 

‘-We may judge from this defcription, 
that each mummy was put with its feet’ 
foremof into the apéninp deftined for its 
reception, ‘and that -new Mreets were 
opened- out in proportion to the increafe of 
ithabitahits at Necropolis. 1 thought this. 
obftrvation, by throwing folne light on the 
catatomabs of Memphis, ‘tight explain the’ 
enorhhity, the numbet,*as well as the dif 

: ne ferent 
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ferent elevations of the: pyramids of Upper 
and Lower Egypt; and I hall now exa- 
mine thofe of Gifa, to draw foch inferences. 
from them, as appear to be founded on 
probability, I have already faid, that they 
are built on the bed of rocks, which ex- 
tend along the edge of Lybia; two of 
thefe pyramids differ very little in their 
fize, and the third, only three hundred 
feet high, bas “never been much attended 
to: the largeft of them is fix hundred feet 
long on each fide of the fquare of its bafe,. 
and of its height ; and the curious traveller 
may examine the infide of this enormous 
ftraéture. The Conful Maillet, in giving 
the defcription, and the moft. exaét plans 
and fedtions of it, afferts that this pyramid 
has been violated, but this fingular manner 
of accounting for the fuppofed deficiency of 
the courfes of ftanes, which, according to 
him, muft have concealed the entrance of 
the galleries by which we penetrate at this 
day even to the farcophagus in the centre 
of the monument, by no means proves the 
operation of any violence, It appears very 
certain, on the contrary, that this pyra- 

$3 mid 
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mid riever has been fhut; nor could-ava- 
ride or curiofity commit any fuch violation 
in fact, without leaving evident traces of 
the different attempts which muft necef- 
farily have been made. None of the fides 
of the neighbouring pyramid any where 
indicate their entrance ; how then could the 
entrance to this have been firlt difcovered ? 
Why remove the lower courfes of ftone, 
which formed no obftacle ?*How happens 
it that the toothing ftones fhould ftill have 
“preferved fo remarkable a neatnefs in the 
finithing ? In fhort, how can the bas relief, 
placed below the key of the roof, and the 
perfection of the whole work have fuffered 
fo little by this violence? Maillet, how- 
ever, in fupport of his hypothefis, enters 
into all the details of the labour he fup- 
pofes, and furnifhes the Egyptians with 
the moft complicated means for effecting 
what the enormity of thefe maffes, and 
fill more the pious fuperftition of thar 
people rendered unneceffary for the fecurity 
of thefe afylums, which commanded ref- 
pect from every circumftance, 

The 


BARON DE TOTT. 263 


‘The accuracy of this writer would have 
left nothing to be faid on the fubjeét of the 
infide of this monument, had he been able 
to penetrate into the perpendicular well in 
the centre of the pyramid, of which’ he- 
only points out the opening. The different * 
attempts to defcend into it, which have 
proved abortive, either from the want of* 
proper means, or from the timidity of the 
perfons who have made them, ftill leave a 
field open for conjectures. It feems to me, 
however, that as this well could have no 
apparent object of utility, it ought more’ 
properly to be confidered as a myfterious’ 
paflage. This idea, combined with the 
opinions of the ancient Egyptians, refpeat- 
ing death, will gather more weight froma 
the following obfervations : 

The moft interefting remark is in the 
fimilarity between the upper and lower 
tombs. Each pyramid has its catacombs 3 
the ledge of rock, cut with a chifel, for the 
Igngth of fifty toifes, (upwards of fix hun- 
dred feet Englith) perpendicularly with the 
top of the firft pyramid, and in a parallel 

$4 with 
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with j its horizontal front, has feveral open- 
ings in it, one of which is Jateral, and hol- 
lowed out in {0 floping a direétion, 36 to 
make it neceffary in defcending, to have 
fomething faftened to the body, even when 
the Arabs give permiffion to the traveller 
to enter it; other paflages are fil thut with 
Jong ignes, covered with hieroglyphics 
and figues in bas relief. One of thefe open- 
ings, by which the Arabs draw out the 
mummies for fale, is fhut only by a wooden 
door, and the entrance of this cavern is 
entrufted to the care of an Arab, who lives 
there to guard it; but notwithftanding the 
civil, reception he gave me, I could only 
obtain leave from him to Jook through a 
window, made by himfelf, no doubt; but 
I could difcover nothing but a large vault, 
wherein the eye was loft in darknefs, but 
the direétion of which correfponds with 
the bafe of its pyramid. RefleGing here 
on the different branches one paffes through 
at Necropolis, as well as the proportion- 
able extent and elevation of the town of 
oe aa is, one may_eafily conceive the enor- 

mity 
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mity of this excavation. Another offential- 
obfervation it, that the pyramids are in-. 
conteftibly of the farbe mek ; and it may- 
be boldly pronounced, that the catacomb 
have been the quarries from which they 
have been built. If we attd to thele differ- 
ent remarks, the neceflary effects of the 
prejudices of a people, whofe whole life 
feemed confecrated to death, will it nat ap- 
pear probable, that the inhabitants of Mem- 
phis thut up the lsft catacombs at the be- 
ginning of every reign, to open new ones 
that the ftones procured from this excava- 
tion, were employed in conftru@ting the 
maufoleum of the reigning Sovereign, and 
that the different fizes of them were pro- 
portioned to the length of their refpedctive 
reigns? Thefe ftones, all of the fame kind, 
carried as they were wanted upon the fur- 
face, to form thefe monuments, had only 
to be placed a little back, as foon as the 
extent of the firft courfe of ftones would al- 
low a calculation to be made of the necef- 
fary quantity. ft may ftill further be con- 
jetured, that the well I have fpoken of, 

terminating 
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terminating in the lower tombs, furnifhed 
the Sovereign, according to their fuperiti- 
tious notions, with the means of commu. 
nicating with all his fubjeéts who died du- 
ring his reign a fufficient motive to in- 
fpire him with the precious, and always 
ufeful defire, of being loved by them in 
his life-time. 

* On this theory, Egypt would in fome 
degree have determined the chronology of 
her Kings, by a mathematical calculation ; 
and admitting the mean term of mortality 
in a given population, and the product of 
the ftones of the catacombs in an equal 
proportion, it would be enough to have the 
duration of the reign of one of the Pha- 
raghs, and the height of his monument, 
to find by a rule of proportion, the length 
of eaeh reign. 

“In this point of view, too, every idea- 
of oppreffion, flavery, and tyranny difap-~ 
pears at the fight of thefe huge maffes ; 
and we fhall regard them only as a laft 
compa between the Sovereign and his fub- 
jeéts': ‘and if we recolle@ the feverity of 

that 
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that tribunal before which every dead per- 
fon was arraigned, before he obtained. 
& burial, we fhall believe we have dif. 
covered the caufe of the opening -left 
in the great pyramid of Gifa, and thal. 
behold thofe which are fhut with vencra- 
tion. ‘ 
Ifa general obfervation of thefe objects 
furnifhes us with this conjeture, it will be 
further confirmed by a more attentiveexami- 
nation. The conftruétion of Jofeph's canal, 
the works of Upper Egypt, the celebrated 
Lake Meeris, and the canals which ftill 
enrich the Lower Egypt, are monuments 
of human labour, as evidently as the py- 
ramids. How can we fuppofe thefe to 
have been the works of tyranny ?~The 
benefactors of mankind,have they ever really 
been their oppreffors ? But amongft a people 
wholly occupied in preparing for their fe- 
pulture, who had ever fubmitted to deny 
themfelves that right they held fo dear, un- 
Jefs they were judged worthy of it, it is 
impoffible to fuppofe that any fort of 
: oppreffion 
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oppreffion can have beenemployeil in their 
conftrution f. wn 
‘The proportion of the ftones which 
compofe the pyramids, is from feven to 
eight feet long, by three fect high, and 
four broad, placed three feet within each 
other, and one for the covering, al- 
though that of the firft is totally deftroy- 
ed, which enables one eafily to mount to 
the top of it, It cannot be doubted that 
the ftones for it had been previoufly prepa- 
red, when one, confiders the number of 
prifms granite Mill fpread around this 
monument. I foundgne, the fide of the 
hypothenufe of which had beep cut, ta 
ferve as one of the angles of the pyramid, 
This difcuvery- would have fayed Mr.. 
Mauillet the trouble be has ,taken to dif- 
coyer from the cement the guality of the 
covering ; it would alfo have prevented 
him, from miftaking fome fragments of the 
calcarcous rock for pieces of white marble. 
1 T do not pretend, in this paffage, to inipeatt * 
what the Holy Scripture tells us of the oppreffions 
foffered by the Mraelives in Egypt, and of the labours 
to which they were condemned. 
It 
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* Jt may be prefumed, that the prifms 
which ftill cover the upper part af the fer 
cond pyramid, will be detached for the 
fole pleafure of feeing thefe maffes- rol] 
down on the lower beds of the monument, 
This muft have been tha caufe of the de+ 
ftruction of thofe prifas that are wanting, 
for which the ‘flighteft effort is fufficient 5 
and this fort of amufement is to be gratix 
fied by fome people at any expence, 

‘It is oppofite to the fecond pyramid, a 
{mall diftance before the rock, that the 
famous Sphynx, much more celebrated 
than it merits, is Mill to be feen. it isno 
more, in fa&, than a mefs of rock, ex- 
tending in the thape of an. afa’s back to the 
great ledge, in the direstion of the centre 
of this pyramjd. They haye given fo this 
rock the form of a Sphynx ; and have cut 
two fquare wells out of its back, to ferve 
hy way of eptrance into the catacombs, 
and by this means, the tombs feemed to 
be intruftedy t the: a of this 
wontters 7 ., 
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+ Te appears alfo, that each pyramid and 
eatacomb had their temple, the ruins of 
which are only to be found, notwithftand- 
ing the precaution of building them with 
enormous ftones. I meafured one of them 
twenty-two feet long, by feven feet high, 
and nine feet thick, the joints of which 
are ftill perfectly united. When we con- 
fider that the moft ancient writers only 
fpeak of thefe edifices as we fpeak of them 
ourfelves, at what epocha fhall we fix the 
conftraétion of feveral large pyramids to 
the weft of thoft of Gifa, of which there 
3s nothing remaining but a few courfes of 
ftone? I fhall not {peak of thofe {mall 
tombs, which are fcarcely vifible; but I 
cannot quit thefe monuments, without 
communicating the fenfation produced on 
tayfelf by their very afpect, which alone 
cen give any idea of the height of thefe 
niaffes, which we cannot reprefent by any 
abject of comparifon. 

1 have already faid, that TF fet out at 
midnight from Gifa, with the Arabs, who 
Avere to conduét me to theis pyramids, of 

: which 
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which we followed the diredtion without 
lofing fight of thofe huge pites, which 
feemed to me like fo many mountains-—— 
Arriving at a village, which had hid them 
for a moment; on coming out of it, they ap- 
peated to me fo prodigioufly elevated, thar 
I thought I could have touched’ them. 1 
‘was even goiug to difmount, when my 
guides me that were ftill at a league's 
diftance. We continued our journey in 
fa&t near three quarters of an hour, at the 
end of which the pyramids appeared to 
me fo much diminifhed, that I got from 
my horfe, at a bundred paces from’ the 
firft, as much aftonifhed at the fmalinefs 
of its height, as I had before been at its 
enormous fize ; but I foon found jts mag- 
nitude again on approaching it, and thefe 
contradjétory’ phenomena of my vifion, 
induced nw to examine it on the principles 
of optics."For that purpofe, I went to 
the diftance of more than, fix hundred pa- 
ces from *tHe ‘pyramid; on 2 plane, hori- 
° gonfaktéite-‘bafe. I-then-carned round, 
arid ‘this poiat.of view giving. me its great- 
or gs ~ eft 
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eft elevation, I remarked, that at this 
diftance, the perpendicular height of the 
monuntent filled the angle of the rays of 
vifion, {o that on coming nearer this angle, 
which L fhall compare with the two 
points of a compafs, could only embrace 
one port ; and at one hundred paces diftance, 
T could {earcely difcover the third, which 
was the caufe of the fenfation I had expe- 
rienced. It follows from this obfervation, 
that every elevation which goes beyond 
the chord of the two rays of vifion, is an 
exeefs, and every thing which doesnot fill 
it, adeficiency. This principle would be 
wlefully applied to buildings, if the di- 
menfions were to be determined by the 
diftance of the fpeftator +. Although the 

affairs 
«> The colonnade of the Louvre hasbeen fenfibly 
igcreafed ia magnitude finee the houfes have becn 
knocked down, which obliged the fpeftators to take 
too near a view of it. Ie would be feén in its highelt 
perfection, if it could be laid open as far as the church: 
of St. Germain L’Auxerrois; farther off, it wosld 
lofe its beauty. For the fame reafon, theeolonbese of, 
the Palace ef Louis XV. fhould been have ion- 


4 t0 ite diftance from the road td Vet jandone 
cannet 
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effairs I was entrafted with did not allow 
me to vifit the plains of the mummies, I 
was informed from undoubted authority, 
that the fands which covers them, fill 
preferves the, property of drying the bo 
dies. The rock benenth ferves at the fame 
time for the luxury of private burials: 
May we not conclude from hence, that 
this plain, out of reach of the inundations, 
and from that reafon as ufelefs to the liv« 
ing as favourable to the dead, ferved by 
way of burial ground for the inhabitants 
of thofe fmalf towns and villages of Egypt, 
who, from their fituation, could be con- 
veyed thither. 

"The people of the country fay, that the 
funeral monuments of Thebais are innu- 
merable, and furpafs, in magnificence, 
thofe of Memphis and Alexandria. They 
add, that temples are ftill to be feen there, 
whofe columns of rofe granite are as large 
ounce . regretting at feeing the church of Sts 
Genevieve the Rue St. Jacques, that fo beauti- 
fUl a vopy of the antique, fhould have been mieafured 
with ‘the Bald proportions of its models. ‘ 

+ ¥or, IL T as 
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as that of Pompey, and that the paintings 
on the infide are not Jefs remarkable. It 
cannot be doubted that Upper Egypt con- 
tains alfo an infinity of treafure buried un- 
der its ruins. It is not long fince, that a 
Copt difcovered an urn filled with medals 
of gold, the greateft part of which he f{e- 
tretly melted ; but an Englifhman had the 
good fortune to procure about a hundred of 
them, fome of which are now in the King 
of France’s Cabinet. 

There is no reafon to imagine that fuch 
an inftance, by exciting the eupidity of the 
inhabitants, will be attended with any bad 
confequence refpetting the prefervation of 
thefe monuments ; the dread of the perfe. 
cutions which would follow fuch difcove- 
ries, will always reftrain thofe who might 
be tempted to purfue them. 

Amongft the different works which have 
thrown a luftre on ancient Egypt, the ca- 
nal of communication between the Red 
Sea and the Mediterranean, would merit 
the firft place, if the efforts of genius ‘in 
favour of public utility, were feconded by 

the 
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the generations deftined to reap the fruits 
of it; and if the fundamental principles of 
focial good, could acquire as much ftability 
as the prejudices which tend to overthrow 
it. This, however, is the epitome of ail 
hiftory : it offers nothing but this picture, 
which is the picture of all nations, and of 
all ages. Without thefe fucceffive fcenes 
of deftruétion, the univerfe would have 
been governed only by its geography; 
the fituation the moft favourable by na- 
ture, would have dictated unalterable laws, 
and the canal of the Red Sea would have 
formed the perpetual bafis of the public 
rights of nations. 


The moft ill-founded opinions, but 
which always prevail over the moft accu- 
rate obfervations, have eftablifhed pretty 
general doubts on the exiftence of this ca. 
hal ; even the poffibility of it has been de- 
nied : Diodorus Siculus, however, bears 
teftimony to its exiftence ; and whatever 
opinion may be entertained of this author 
in other refpeéts, there is no reafon for re= 

T3 jeQing 
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jeGting his apthority refpefting fads to 
which he wags himéfelf a witnefs. 

He exprefigs thys, in his Univerfal Hif- 
tory. :—Book the FirB, Second Part-—-A 
‘¢ canal of communication is made, which 
“ goes from the Pelufiac Gulph intothe Red 
** Sea. Necos, fon of Pfammeticus, began 
«6 it; Darius, King of Perfia, continued 
** the work ; but he ftopped it, on the 
“ advice of fome engineers, who informed 
*¢ him, that by opening out the lands, he: 
« would overflow Egypt, which they 
«© found to be below the level of the Red 
«“ Sea, Ptolemy the Second, neverthelefs, 
“ finifhed the undertaking ; but he made 
** them place, in the moft convenient part 
“6 of the canal, barriers or fluices, very 
* ingenioufly contrived, which are open- 
* ed when one wants to pafs them, and 
“" are very quickly fhut. It is for this 
* reafon that the river takes the name of 
* Ptolemy, in this canal, which dif 
* charges itfelf into the fea, at the {pot 
« where the town of Arfinoé is built.”-— 
Ttis proved from this paffage, that fluices 

were 
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were in ufe in the time of Diodorus, of Si- 
cily. The foundation on which they were 
built, is to be feen at this day. This 
monument of antiquity was difcovered near 
Suez, at the entrance of the canal, that 
Mill exifts, and which a very trifling la- 
hour would render navigable without em- 
ploying any fluices, or threatening Egypt 
with inundations +. Nothing, in fact, 
could juftify the engineers of Dorcus, even 
although their level had been taken at the 
moment of the higheft tides. It is like- 
wife very important to obférve, that all 
this part of the ifthmus affords the moft 
favourable foil for excavations, in the fmall 
tpace of twelve leagues, which feparates 


+} Sultan Muftapha, whofe mind began to be en- 
lightened, made me undertake a work refpecting this 
important obje&t, the execution of which he referved 
until the return of peace. At that period, too, he 
propofed to attack the vices of his government ; and 
T have reafon to prefume that he would, amongft the 
reft, have facrificed even his own defpotifm, had this 
Prince furvived the unfortunate circumftances, which 
have prepared the way for the downfall of this 
empire, 
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the Arabic Gulph from the branches of the 
Wile that approach it, until it throws it- 
felf, at length, into the Mediterranean at 
‘Tineck. 

After taking a curfory view of the mo- 
numents which appear more properly to 
appertain to the univerfe, than to Egypt in 
particular, let us now examine the prefent 
ftate of that kingdom. Were we to view 
it with an eye to the various circum- 
flances which conftitute the power of a 
nation, the politician would perhaps be- 
hold only with a fort of contempt this 
great metropolis of the world, the cradle 
of all the arts and all the fciences, re- 
duced at this day to be the province of 
the leaft powerful of empires; but the 
political philofopher will view it under an 
afpe&t more worthy his attention; and 
if he ftill finds in that climate the pro- 
duétions, and the population of ancient 
Egypt, the fame caufes which have ren- 
dered jt fo celebrated; thefe permanent 
advantages which cannot be deftroyed by 
ages, and have refifted the greateft revo- 

lutions, 


BARON DE TOTT. 279 


lutions, will have a decided preference over 
thofé governments, which, like chymical 
compofitions, difappear on the firft con- 
trary procefs to that which has produced 
them. Such no doubt were thofe powers, 
the memory of which is tranfmitted us by 
hiftory, whofe capitals are tcarcely to be 
found by geography. 

In Egypt, on the contrary, we fee their 
greateft Kings concerting their ambition in 
works ufeful for the cultivation of the 
earth, which never failed to furnifh them 
with the means of quenching that thirft 
of glory, which the reft of the world led 
mankind to intoxicate themfelves with— 
the deftructive notions of robbery and 
conqueft, 

Did the immenfity of the labour allow 
us to attribute the formation of Lake 
Meeris to the work of man, the utility of 
this prodigious refervoir would conftitute 
the chief monument of the beneficence of 
the Pharaohs; but although the extent 
and depth of this lake leave fome doubt of 
ita origin, there can be none en the fub- 

Ts jet 
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jee of the canal of Jofeph, that of Trajan, 
and of Alexandria, and thofe of the Delta. 
They have vifibly been formed by the hand 
of man. The facility with which the 
lands are watered by their means, leaves 
not a {pot of ground uncultivated ; and 
the richnefs of the foil, by multiplying 
the crops, maintains and animates the 
population. There is no country exifting 
where it is more remarkable than in Egypt. 
‘The Delta ; in faét, the eaftern and weftern 
provinces, as well as all the lands on the 
banks of the Nile, as far as the Tropic, pree 
fent a pifture of the moft immenfe popula- 
tion. Iam affured that in Egypt there are 
more than nine thoufand villages, and one 
hundred and two thoufand towns or burghs' 
It is very certain, however, that thefe 
places are fo near each other, that on my 
ftopping at Mentoubes, below Fouca, I coun- 
ted no lefs than forty-two of them, in 
running over the horizon with my eye, 
and the moft diftant of which was not two 
leagues off. 

Every 
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Every where throughout this country, 
within the reach of the inundations, thefe 
habitations are built on little hills, thrown 
up for that purpofe, and which form the 
common foundation of ali the houfes that 
are built on them, and which they are in- 
duced to comprefs in as {mail a {pace as 
poffible, for the benefit of cultivation.— 
The precaution of elevating them is effen. 
tially neceffary to prevent the houfes, which 
are built of earth from being deftroyed by 
the inundations. The villages are always 
furrounded by an infinite number of little 
pointed turrets, to attract the pigeons for 
the purpofe of collecting their dung. Every 
Settlement has likewifea {mall wood of palm- 
trees adjoining it, which is common proper- 
ty, and furnifhes the inhabitants with dates 
for their confumption, and the leaves for 
the making of bafkets, matts, and other 
articles of that nature. Little caufeways, 
elevated alfo on account of the inundation, 
keep up a free communication every where 
during that period. It.is on the borders 
of the Nile, and on the great canals, that 

the 
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the large towns are formed, where ali the 
houfes are built of brick, of {everal ftories, 
and in pretty much the fame tafte as that 
which prevailed in France in the time of 
Francis the Firft: the palm-trees which 
furround them, and the boats which line 
their banks, add much to the beauty of 
their fituation. 

It is thus, by uniting agriculture with 
commerce, that all the towns of Egypt 
are connected, animated, and profited by the 
routual induftry that furrounds them. But 
Cairo does not limit the advantages of her 
fituation to the fole intereft of Egypt; her 
commerce embraces the two hemifpheres 
of the globe: one there fees the ftreets 
daily embarraffed by the number of camels 
employed in tranfporting the merchandize 
of Europe, and of the Indies; and the 
afflemblage of bales, fome marked for 
Madras, and others for Marfeilles, feems 
here to have fixed a centre to the uni-+ 
verfe. 

Cairo, called Miftir by the Arabs, is fitu- 
ated at half a league’s diftance from the 
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Nile, on the right bank of that river :— 
This town touches the mountains of Ara- 
bia; and it is at the angle formed by them 
in ftretching to the eaftward, that the caf- 
tle of Cairo is built :—Boulac, and Old 
Cairo are its fuburbs ; and if we compre- 
hend thefe two towns, in calculating the 
population of the capital, we fhall find in 
the 700,000 inhabitants it contains, a 
freth proof of the immenfe population of 
Egypt §. 

Cairo contains fome palaces fpacious 
enough to merit decoration; fuch as the 
Palace of Lufbequia, that of Romelia, and 
that of the grand Mofque, called Sultan 
Haflan ; but all the ftreets arc narrow, bad- 
ly contrived, and ill paved; the palaces 
themfelves, which contain the greateft 
riches, have nothing in their external ap- 
pearance that announces the opulence of 

§ The Chief of the Cuftom-houfe in Egpyt, who 
sauft be confidered as the Controler General of that 
kingdom, affured me that the town of Cairo ALONE 


contained more than 700,000 inhabitants; and I have 
added the fuburbs of Boulac and Old Cairo to my 


calculation, to avoid the poffibility of exaggeration. 
: this 
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this town. Wholly occupied with the 
rich commerce of the productions of Egypt, 
by the Nile ; thofé of Eutope, by the Me- 
dietrranean ; and with that of Yemen, ang 
the Indies, by the Red Sea; this capital 
fill further fwallows up all the territorial 
revenues expended there by the grandees. 
Its fubfiftence, which is conneéted alfo with 
commerce, increafes its wealth, and lux- 
ury is confequently grown to fuch a height, 
as to under-value even gold, and they can 
fearcely be fatisfied with the richeft fabrics 
of India. 

Every thing that in another country 
mutt be the fole produce of an enlightened 
adminiftration, conftantly direéted on the 
moft {alutary principles, {prings from its 
own happy foil in Egypt. The richnefs 
of its produ@tions, by fupplying the avidi- 
ty of the tyrant, fecures the cultivator 
from the effedts of tyranny ; and its fu- 
petfluous corn, become a moft effential ar- 
ticle for Arabia Felix, procures frefh articles 
of barter, and places aétive commerce on 
the moft folid and independent footing.—~ 

The 
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The principal ports of Egypt are Suez 
and Alexandria; but it is not from thefe 
two harbours that we muft judge of the 
importance of its trade; where there is no 
adminiftration, there can neither exift core 
porate bodics of traders, exclufive private 
privileges, nor fabaltern monupolies; com- 
merce takes its natural level, reat fubftan- 
tial credit, gets poffeffion of it, the culti- 
vator becomes the partner of the merchant, 
and its agents reccive their pay. It is on 
this principle, doubtlefs, that we muft ac- 
count for the poverty of the two towns I 
have been {peaking of; they are only hired 
agents of commerce. Suez, in particular, 
is remarkable for the mifery of its inha- 
bitants ; and the Arabs have become maf- 
ters of the privilege of tranfporting the 
merchandize, without renouncing that of 
pillaging, as often as anarchy gives them 
the opportunity of doing it, unpunithed. 
Befides the corn which Egypt exchanges 
in the Yemen, for the coffge which is fold 
in Europe, and particulafly amongf the 
Turks, the rice, the flax,:the falt.of nar 
trum, 
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trum, made uf of in the tanneries; fal am 
amoniac, for tin work; kenna and fafra- 
num, for dying; the moft precious drugs 
and gums, conftitute moft important arti- 
cles of commerce. Sugar is the only arti- 
cle, wherein the induftry of the Egyptians 
does not exceed the confumption of the 
country ; and the fmall quantity of pow- 
der fugar exported to Conftantinople, does 
not befpeak the quality of that fine fugar 
which comes from Upper Egypt, and is 
refined at Cairo. The Delta furnithes alfo 
a great quuntity of fugar canes ; but they 
are only cultivated there for the pleafure of 
the inhabitants, who ufe them by way of 
refrefhment. A more ufeful branch of in- 
duftry is the manufacture of linens, which 
is under no reftraint or regulation, and 
extends even to the catacombs, as wellas the 
culture of indigo; and the cloathing, 
which in this burning climate confifts only 
in a linen fhirt, always died blue, enables 
them likewife to export a quantity of that 
article. There is a confiderable commerce, 
skewife, for the falt, found in the natural 

falt-pits 
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falt-pits in the lower parts of Egypt, for 
the fupply of the coaft of Syria, and the 
interior parts of the country as far as Da- 
mafcus. 

It is ‘worthy of remark, that foreign 
plants, tranfplanted into Egypt, degene- 
rate there, fo as to be incapable of re-pro- 
duétion. This happens with the indigo : 
and it is as remarkable, that the fields of 
indigo, annually fown with frefh grain, 
‘brought from Syria, furnith the Egyptians 
with a moft beautiful dye ; whilft the fame 
plant is without that quality in its native 
foil. It follows from this obfervation, that 
the indigo of Syria muft be tranfplanted ; 
but that the luxurianceof'the foil of Egypt, 
and the great heat of the fun, injures the 
quality of the grain, by giving it the pro- 
perty of a hot houfe. 

To the goodnefs of the foil, and the rich« 
nefs of the produdtions of Egypt, muft be 
added the perfe&t falubrity of the air; a 
circumftance particularly ftriking, when 
we confider that Rofetta, Damietta, and 
Manfoura, furrounded by!.plantations of 

: TiCey 
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tice, are celebrated for the health of their 
inhabitants ; and Egypt is, perhaps, the 
only country in the world where this. fort 
of cultivation is not unhealthy, from the 
neceflary quantity of ftagnated waters: 
Riches in that country are in no refpeét ins 
jurious to the life af man. 

The inquiries I carefully made refpect- 
ing the plague, which I had always ima- 
gined tobe of Egyptian origin, convinced 
me, that it would not even be known in 
that country, were not the infection con- 
veyed to Alexandria by its commerce with 
Conftantinople. It is in the fermer town 
that it always begins to fhow itfelf. It is 
but very feldom, too, that it reaches 
Cairo, although no precaution is taken to 
prevent it; and when it does, the great 
heats foon put a ftop to it, and hinder it 
from penetrating into the faid town ; be~ 
fides, it is well known, that the piercing 
dews which fallin Egypt, towards Mid- 
fommer, deftroy ever at Alexandria the’ 
very feeds of this diforder. 


It 
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It is only on the coafts of the Medi- 
terranean, and about ten leagues up the 
country, that rains are known in Egypt 3 
they very rarely extend any farther. ‘There 
fearcely falls two hours gentle rain in a 
year at Cairo; thunder is never heard, and 
ftorms, which are very uncommon, always 
fall on the elevated parts of the defarts of 
Lybia and Arabia, where they have nothing 
to deftroy. It is thus that every thing 
concurs in diffufing over Egypt the choiceft 
gifts of Nature; birds of every kind, and 
of the rareft {pecies of them, “feem to col- 
le& here in quantities to enjoy its beau- 
ties and advantages, and to join their war- 
blings to the natural gaiety of the inhabi- 
tants. 

The courfe of the Nile prefents the 
moft interefting pi€ture of this kind. The 
borders of this river, as well as of all the 
canals, are conftantly covered with people 
employed in watering the ground, either 
by drawing it themfelves, or by driving 
the annimals which affi¢ them in their 
labours; ‘an infinite number of draw- 

Vou. IL U buckets, 
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buckets, and of vertical wheels, are placed 
for this purpofe on the banks; the water, 
which is raifed by them, and is firft con- 
veyed into a trench, is diftributed threugh- 
out the grounds, by different branches, 
which are contrived, and made ufe of by 
the induftrious and ative planter, with 
equal fkill and ceconomy. The women 
who have the management of the houfe, 
are likewife to be {een carrying the river 
water in pitchers on their heads for cu~ 
linary ufes ; others wath their linen, bleach 
their cloaths, fpread them out, and give 
themfelves up to their natural gaiety, at 
the firft objet that amufes them. They 
then make the air refound with a lively and 
rolling found, the /uluatus of the Romans, 
The paflage boats eftablifhed between one 
town and another, the barks for the con- 
veyance of the different produétions, and 
the continual navigation refylting from 
this commerce, add greatly to the va- 
riety and beauty of this moving picture. 
‘This navigatien is above all remarkable 
for the agility of the failors, and the man- 
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ner in which they convey the earthern 
ware, manufactured in Upper Egypt— 
Before 1 explain this, it is neceflary to ob- 
ferve, that the earthen jars, employed in 
preferving the water for the inhabitants, 
muft be made larger in proportion to the 
diftances of their houfes from the river or 
canal ; the Lower Egypt being thus fituat- 
ed, the potters of Upper Egypt avail them. 
felves of this circumftance, to economize 
their means of conveyance: the largeft 
jars tied together by their handles form 
the, bottom of their raft, the middle fized 
ones the fecond ; the {maller articles come 
next. The proprietor contrives himfelf a 
convenient place upon his floating thop, 
and furnifhed with 2 pole to dire& his 
landing; he abandons himfelf to the current 
without being afraid of ftriking on a foft 
clay which can hurt nothing, In this 
manner does he arrive at the Delta, where 
his veflel foon difappears, by the fuc- 
ceffive fale of the materials that com- 
pofed it. 

Us The 
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The Egyytians, naturally gentle and 
timid, are likewife gay and debauched ; 
all their actions partake at bottom of this 
charaéter ; the {malleft circumftanee ter- 
rifies them,—the flighteft civility renders 
them familiar. ‘The tafte of this people 
for dancing has introduced wcmen dancers 
into Egypt, in which they know no re- 
firaint, and take no pleafure but in 
excefs. Excepting that the Egyptians 
have tawny fkins, they appear to me 
a beautiful race of people, their bodies are 
remarkably flender, and formed for a@ivi- 
ty. The men and women {wim like fithes; 
their drefs confifts only of a blue fhirt, 
which fearcely defcends low enough. to 
hide the nakednefs of the women ;-—the 
men faficn theirs, which comes no Jower 
than round their waits, for the conveni- 
ence of working ;—the children are always 
naked, aud I have feen young girls, fuil 
treated: as children, at acaans years of 
age. 

The Mahometan is a eftablithed reli- 


gion of the Eeyptiaus, but thefe people 
add 
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add a great many ceremonies, which are 
More connected with their tafte for public 
fhows, than with the precepts of the Pro- 
phet. Brotherhoods of penitents, noétur- 
nal proceffions with wax tapers, dreffes 
adapted to this fort of devotion, the hymns 
which are ufed at burials, the tears which 
are fhed on thofe occafions, and the Epu- 
lum Ferale*, Thee pradtices are all rather 
borrowed from the fuperftition of their an- 
ceftors, than from the new religion they 
have embraced. The Egyptians, how- 
ever, have lefs ferocity in the exercife of 
their prejudices than the Turks, who have 
fewer fuperftitious rites. But, the latter 
are proud and overbearing, whilit the 
Egyptians are only weak. One may per- 
ceive, alfo, that the amufements which ac- 
company their ceremonies, captivates them 
more than the oftenfible motive; and that 


* The Banquet of the Dead, prattifed amongft the 
Romans, in ufe among the Greeks, and rejeSted by 
the Mahometans; but it ftill prevails in Egypt, where 
the Calif Omar thinks, doubtilefs, that it is better to 
give way tothe fuperftition, more fecurely to govern 
the fuperftitious, * 
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‘the gaiety and libertinifm of the poople, 
have more effect in their favourite pilgrim- 
ages, than the Saint has influence over the 
minds of thofe who colleé to worfhip 
him. 
‘The Saints the moft refpected, are the 
Iman Chafi, at Cairo, and the Iman of 
‘Tinta, a town fituated in the middle of the 
Delta. This laft is called Seid Achmet 
Bedouit. In the month of July, more 
than 200,000 perfons flock to this tomb, 
from Upper and Lower Egypt. Com- 
merce which profits by every thing, has 
eftablithed a fair at that time; women- 
dancers, and jugglers, colle& there alfo, 
whilft it lafts. Tinta then combines every 
thing which can contribute to the gratifi- 
cation of the pilgrims; and the Chek of 
the Mofque of Seid Achmet and Bedouit, 
gathers a plentiful harveft, by taxing the 
devotion of fome, and the pleafures of the 
greateft part of them. 

Each town in Egypt alfo has its Saint, 
its proceffions, and diverfions ; every body 
rep irs there,—at leaft, fom the neigh- 
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bourhood; and the government affords 
them a foit of protection. It cannot be 
doubted, that here, as well as elfewhere, 
the Saint of the capital enjoys all the pri- 
vileges of the metropolis, and that his 
tomb is conftantly fupplied with cuftomers. 
But the devotion of the women, always 
more fervent in every country than that of 
the men, is not limited in Egypt to 
the invocation of Manes; and as rogues 
are always encouraged by dupes, many 
Saints are to be feen at Cairo in perfect good 
health, to whom the women addrefs them- 
Selves in preference to the dead ones. Itis 
generally at the gate, or in the court of 
the Moffes, that thefe predeftined Saints 
take up their habitations, lying on an in- 
different mat; their drefs proclaims that 
they already think themfelves in Paradife ; 
and this air of bleffednefs cherithes the ve~ 
neration of the people. Others, to give 
themfelves more importance, march grave+ 
ly along the ftreets, covered only with a 
long tunick of white wool. They preach 
contempt of riches, but afk alms with in- 

U4 folence, 
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folence, and conftantly proclaim the end 
of the world. 

One of thefe Saints gave a proof in 
Egypt, that the habit of cheating others, 
Jeads men at length to impofe upon them- 
felves. One af thefe knaves, become an 
enthufiaft, annqunced to the people the 
day and the hour when, on pronouncing 
the name of God, he would pafs the Nile, 
ftanding on a mat. A croud of curious 
people accompanied him to the fhore; the 
Saint foon difappeared in the waves ; and the 
fools, who were waiting for the miracle, 
by giving it time to operate, left the mad- 
man time enough to drown himéfelf. 

Humanity, degraded by thefefious ab- 
furdities, is honoured, however, in Egypt, 
by an unlimited eftablifhment for the 
blind; it is from this reafon, that from its 
being epen to a general reception, all the 
blind are collected at Cairo, which has given 
fanétion to the opinion, that this misfore 
tune is multiplied by the tlimate. They 
reckon about four thoufgnd, maintaiied by 
the Mofque ef Sultan Haffan ;. but, com 
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paratively with our climate, this number 
does not exceed, perhaps, the proportion 
of the inhabitants. It muft be allowed, 
however, that in Egypt, this diforder at- 
tacks, more particularly, that clafs of in- 
dividuals who lie habitually in the ftreets, 
or on the terraces of the houfes. A fagh 
dew, which falls in the night, infenfibly 
affects the eye-lids, and difpofes them to 
ulceration, from the contraft with the heat 
of the day. But on the other hand, the 
fight of thofe who fleep under cover does 
not even pay the ufual tribute, to which 
intemperance alone fubjeés the inhabitants 
of other climates. 

After having confidered the monuments 
of Egypt, the beauty of its climate, its 
population, the aftivity of its inhabitants, 
and the richnefs of its produGtions, there 
is nothing remaining but to throw a 
glance of contempt on its wretched go- 
vetnment. 

Some Georgian children tranfported into 
Egypt, and fold there, re-people ten or 
twelve thoufand Mamalukes, which trifling 

number 
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number furnifhes the Beys with fubalterns 
more cruel than their mafters, and who car- 
ty their tyrannical orders into execution 
with aggravated barbarity. In examining 
the canons, or code of Sultan Selim, one 
would imagine that this Prince capitulated 
with the Mamalukes, rather than con- 
quered Egypt. It is evident, in fa&, that 
by fuffering the twenty-four Beys to fub- 
fift, who governed that kingdom, he only 
aimed at ballancing their authority, by 
that of a Pacha, whom he conftituted Go- 
vernor General, and Prefident of the Coun- 
cil; and this was aétually the cafe as long 
as the Porte was able effectually to fupport 
its officers; but the weaknefs of the Or- 
toman government foon reduced it to the 
fole refource of forming divifions amongft 
the Boys, in order to maintain its own au- 
thority over them, It is thus that the 
Turks, by always efpoufing the weakeft 
party, created themfelves new enemies ; 
and thefe frequent errors have reduced the 
Pachas to an empty title, fometimes flat. 
tered by the Mamalukes, who always take 

care, 
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care, however, to retain the’ perfon who 
bears it, fhut up ina clofe prifon. 

The celebrated 4l-Bey + contributed 
the moft to this anarchy; he had formed 
the project of becoming independent, and 
it was to attain that object, that, in the 
days of his greateft influence, after expel]- 
ing or murdering all the Beys who appear- 
ed to poffefs too much power for him, to 
give him hopes of making them inftrumen- 
tal in his defigns, he forced the Pacha to 
confer all the vacant dignities on his own 
flaves, He thought alfo, that he could 
not govern Egypt in tranquility, but by 
making the Cheik-Taber matter of all.Sy- 
ria and Damafcus, as far as Gaza, which 
he referved for himfelf. He intended at 
the fame time, to eftablith the independence 
of the Drufes and the Mutualis, whom he 
fought for allies, imagining, that after 
raifing this impenetrable barrier to the Ot- 


++ For the views and tranfaétions of Ali-Bey, and 
the Cheik-Taher, fee Dodfley's Annual Regifter for 
17733 in which, however, there are many erroneous 
particulars refpeting the Baron de Tott, the Grand 

Vifir, and Haffin Pacha—Tranflator, 
toman 
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toman power, he fhould have no difficulty 
in placing the crown of Egypt on his 
shed. 

One of his flaves, however, whom he 
had elevated to the dignity of Bey, dared 
to enter-the lifts with him as his rival ; and 
affuming the mafk of fidelity which did 
not impofe upon the Porte, Moubamet-Bey 
attacked his mafter, and was fuccefsful ; 
and, with lefs enlightened views than him, 
he flew to annihilate the Cheir-Taher, in 
order to re-unite Syria toEgypt. His ine 
gratitude efcaped unpunifhed : he was not 
fo fortunate in his politics. He loft his 
life at the fiege of Acra; and Murad-Bey, 
who pretended to fucceed him, was only 
the tyrant of the day, deftroyed by the laft 
revolution, which has left Imael-Bey at 
the head of the government, which has 
already met with eppofition, and has taken 
no charaéter or confiftency. 

The frequent quarrels which call the 
Mamalukes to arms, refemble more the 
tumult of an affaffination, than an open 
war. The diffentions of the tyrants afford 

the 
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the people a fpeftacle which ferves only to 
amufethem. Silent fpectators, indifferent 
about the fuccefs, without concern, and 
without hope, they never attempt to in 
terrupt any of their operations. If the in« 
difference of the people refpedting thefe 
events, which occur fo frequently, be afte- 
nifhing ; when one confiders the facility 
with which they could difpofe of their ty- 
rants, the tranquility of the latter is ftill 
thore furprizing ; there is no vifible re- 
ftraint whatever for the multitude; and 
the Mamalukes appear to contend for 
Egypt, asa band of robbers would difpute 
the givifion of a booty. 

Each Bey, Governor of a province, 
names his Kiachefs, a fort of Sub-governor 
in every diftri®, Thefe petty tyrants, in- 
vefted with the dignity which prepares the 
way for their arriving at that of Bey, 
attach to themfelves fome Mamalukes 
without employment, and all the towns 
and villages of Egypt, referved for the 
Beys, or parcelled out by them a- 
mong their creatures, are fubjef to a 

teritorial 
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territorial tribute. The cultivator holds 
his lands at the difpofal of the mafter, 
affigned him by the ruling party. The 
body of Mamalukes difperfed throughout 
Egypt, are always attra¢ted to Cairo on 
every revolution; but thefe quarrels, by 
reftoring the inhabitants to their liberty, 
never infpire them with the idea of pre- 
ferving it, andthe tyrants never imagine, 
that whilft they are tkirmifhing at the 
gates of the town, they may be fhut a- 
gainft them. 

All the Beys refide at Cairo, and they 
have no other troops but their own flaves. 
It is there that intrigues lay the foundagion 
of their frequent revolutions; when they are 
ready to break out, the Kiachefs, their 
clients, fly with the Mamalukes to join 
their mafters, or to betray them, by de- 
ferting to the oppofite party, when they 
find their advantage init. What can be 
expected from the combination of fach 
forces, without either difcipline, or at- 
tachment to the public-weal? their avi- 
dity, which is the ruling motive that col- 
lets 
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leéts them, difperfes them, as foon as they 
feel the influence of a ftronger intereft. 

The caftle of Cairo, which fearcely me- 
rits that appellation, is in general the {por 
where their difputes commence; and the 
contending parties, to get poffeffion of this 
pot, refpeftively ufe every endcauour to 
bring over to their fide the Mamalukes 
whocommand it. The poffeflion of the 
town is the fole obje% of their conqueft, 
which is always followed by that of all 
the Lower Egypt, becaufe there is nobody 
to difpute it, and that the fituation of 
Cairo on the Nile, commands the com- 
merce of all its produétions, the fole in- 
tereft of the cultivator; but this town de- 
pends, in its turn, on the Delta, and Up- 
per Egypt, from whence it draws its fub- 
fiftence. ‘The Seid, is, on this account, the 
only refource of the fugitives, where they 
retire, to interrupt the navigation of the 
river, and ftarve the capital. 

Troops detached by the victorious party, 
follow up the deftruétion of the vanquifhed 
Beys, who only obtain pardon by reducing 

i their 
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their attendants to two or three Mama- 
Jukes, and refiding at a diftance, whilft 
their partizans continue to negociate, and 
always with fuccefs, for their return to 
Cairo, to join the prevailing party. 
During this war againft the fugitives, 
the Chetk-Amman, who commands the 
Arabs in Upper Egypt, becomes a man 
of confequence; his affiftance is folicit- 
ed by both parties: but the Arabs con- 
fined in Lybia and Stony Arabia, lefs ne- 
ceffary, not fo accomodating, and lefs in- 
ftigated to take a part, pillage on every 
fide: the Delta alone, furrounded by the 
waters, is preferved from their depreda- 
tions, and the Mamalukes flying on the 
two banks of the river, efcape with diffi- 
culty fiom their refearches. The confu- 
fox 3s general, until a freth partition o¢ 
the gayernments, diftri&s, and villages, re- 
eftablifhes the adminiftration, and again 
delivers Egypt over to new tyrants. 
4.thort aecount of the revolution to 
which I was myfelf a witnefs, will con- 


firm 
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firm the idea have here given of the Ma- 
matukes. 

After the death of Mouhamet Bey, of 
whom I have already fpoken, the Beys of 
Egypt, divided into two parties, were pre- 
paring in filence the means of mutual 
deftruction. Murat, burning with the fame 
ambition which had animated his former 
mafter, connected with Ibrahim, the Chek 
Elbelet *, and fome other Beys of lefs im. 
portance. They exercifed their tyranny 
without interruption, whilft Imael, Juf_ 
fuf, and fome other Beys, were themfelves 
watching the moment to take pofleffion of 
the government. 

Ujmael-Aga, a man of abilities, full of 
art, and a perfect maiter of treachery and 
diffimulation, apparently attached to Murat- 
Bey, governed in his name, and fomented 
and fupported the oppreffions, to which 
teveral Coptic and Turkith merchants had 
fallen the victims. Murat, however, on his 
return from Lachorkye, where he had 


* Commander in Chisf, 
Vou. IL x been 
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been harrafling the Arabs, was informed 
that one of his people had been battina- 
tloed by Soliman Kiachef, who was attach- 
ed to Juffuf Bey ; he {ent for the Kiachef, 
and ordered him to be repaid that correc- 
tion with intereft: Juffaf knew fo well 
how to diffemble this offence, that Murat 
was encouraged to imagine he could at- 
tempt every thing with impunity. His 
rivals had even affected to receive him 
on his return to Cairo, in a fort of 
triumph, and both he and Ibrahim 
thought themfzlves in a ftate of fecurity; 
awhen on the 18th of July, 1777, I{mael, 
Jufluf, all the Beys of their party, and 
their Mamalukes, quitted the town to get 
poffeffion of Old Cairo, and confequently 
‘of the navigation of the Nile, giving the 
Chek Elbelet, and Murat to underftand, 
‘at the fame time, that they had better 
quietly fubmit, than wait till they were 
compelled to it by the {word or famine. So 
fudden a revolt, not giving them time 
‘to ‘colle& their Mamalukes, they had no 
other refource than by taking poffeffion of 
bod a the 
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the Caftle of Cairo, the commanders of 
which are always in the intereft of the 
ruling party. Murat and Ibrahim, hows 
ever, daily challenged, and ftreightened by 
thetroops which befieged them in the Cattle, 
tried in vain the influence of the firmans + 
of the Pacha, whom they kept a,prifoner, 
but who probably did not with to extri. 
cate them from their difficulty. An event 
Mill more difagrezable for Murat, was the 
defertion of Ifmael-Aga, who we have 
feen, was his principal agent and advifer. 
This man, inftead of coming to the Caftle 
to follow the fortune of his mafter, went 
over to the other party, with upwards of 
Boo,ceo fequins, which were entrufted 
to his care. This treachery foon reduced 
Murat and Ibrahim to the neceffity of flying 
into Upper Egypt with a flender retinue, 
with which they took poffeffion of Minies, 
The deferter, Ifmael, was invefted with the 
dignity of Bey, as well as Soliman Kia- 
* 4 An ordinance in form of ediét, which the Pachas 
with three tails, called Vifirs of the Bench, iffte out 
an the Grand Signior’s name, 


Xa chef, 
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chef, to whom they made a prefent of 
Marat’s houfe, by way of indemnity 
for the baftinade he had received there a 
fortnight before. Peace was publithed at 
the fame time, and Juffuf-Bey, fo blinded 
by his pride, as not to fee that he had on- 
ly been the inftrument‘of this revolution, 
‘was already imprudent enough to manifeft 
his intentions of governing his affociates ; 
‘but the two Ifmaels were not long in pu- 
nifhing him for having formed fo errone- 
ous an opinion of their charaéters; they 
affaffinated him in his own houfe,—his 
adherents fuffered the fame fate, and the 
new Bey, Soliman, was degraded from his 
dignity. This event, however, by no 
means promifed a lafting peace, and we 
may fairly prefume that the deftruétion of 
the fugitives would terminate the harmony 
of the two tyrants. 

Thhall not quit Egypt without fubmit- 
ting to hiftorians, and geographers, an ob« 
fervation, without which, the particulars 
of the landing of St. Lewis, at Damietta, 
as given us by Joinville, would be unintel- 

- ligible. 
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ligible. This ocular witnefs of the faa, 
fays, that the King’s fleet, difperfed after 
its leaving Cyprus, coliccted together at 
Damietta, where Lewis landed on an ifland 
which communicated with the town by 
bridge. It follows from this, that the 
Nile falling at that time into the fea, per- 
pendicularly with the coaft, had a {mall 
arm, which ftretching to the eaftward, 
formed an ifland oppofite to Damietta, 
This branch is now become the main bed 
of the river ; and the filling up of the anci- 
ent mouth, by joining the ifland to the 
Delta, prefents the geographer, at this 
day, only with a tongue of land, which is 
covered by the town. The hiftorian will 
perceive, alfo, that if this change had taken 
place before the arrival of the Crufaders, 
their fituation would not have been fo dif- 
trefling as it was; the Delta would not 
only have furnifhed them with abundance 
of provifions, but an impenetrable afylum 
againft the cavalry of the Mamalukes, and 
the fituation the moft advantageous for the 
purpofe of reducing them. But it was on 

X3 the 
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the oppofite bank that Saint Lewis expof= 
‘ed his army to be cut off from the means 
ot fubfiftence, by giving the Soudan the op~ 
portunity of uniting all his forces againft 
him. Joinville fpeaks of Tanis too, one 
of the canals of Charkia, as a branch of the 
Nile, and appears not to be acquainted with 
the point of the Delta that feparates them. 
I thall here obferve, alfo, to natural phi- 
Jofophers, that the fort of St. Lewis, built 
on the point of the tongue of Jand, for- 
merly the ifle, on which the landing was 
effected, is ftill bathed by the waters of the 
fea; and if we confider that the epachaof 
its conftrudtion muft neceffarily be coeval 
with the exiftence of the harbour of Frejus, 
from which the Saint-King embarked on 
his expedition to Egypt, we may conclude 
that the filling of that harbour, and its 
diftance from the water at this day, muft 
be attributed only to the conftant accomu- 
lations of the foil and other matters, fince 
itis evident, from the prefent ftate of fort 
St. Lewis, that there has been no fenfible 
iteration in the level of the fea. : 

i After 


BARON DE Tort. gre 


: After‘l had reimbarked at Alexandria, 
the frigate failed along the coaft of Egypt, 
fecring clear of the thallow rocks that 
render it inacceffible as far as Damietta, 
the road. of which we croffed, and bent: 
eur courfe towards Joppa, where the dock’ 
is hardly large enough to fhelter a few 
fall veffels. We anchored in the road, 
at near two leagues diftance from the beach. 
The frigate took this ftation on the coaft 
of Syria, to enable me to goto Rames: 
I went to this town of Paleftine on horfe- 
back, where the Chriftian Solicitor of the 
Holy Land came from Jerufalem to have 
an interview with me. This Recollet 
Friar had with him, by way of efcort, the 
four principal Arabs of the Mountain. 
Such was the influence of his money, that 
on receiving my meffenger, he made thefe 
Princes, who had long been at variance, 
conchide a truce for the fole purpofe of 
coming more conveniently to fee me. 

The Governor of Jerufalem, who had 
arranged this pacification, was defirous that 
I fhould avail myfelf of it, to wait upon. 

X4 him ; 
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him 3 but the more defirous he appeared 
of giving me 4 good reception, the Jel wax 
I tempted to pay the expences of fuch x 
vifits befides that the importance of the 
Solicitor in the country appeared ta me toa 
woll eftablithed for mae to add any thing te 
it, and the relics with which the Holy Di- 
reQory gratified me, left me nothing more 
to with for. 

‘The country between the fea and Jeru- 
falem is flat, and for about fix leagues in 
breadth very fectile. The Indian fig- 
tree*, of which the hedges are formed, 
ferves as an infurmountable barrier for the 
fecurity of the fields. Their trade confifts 
jp cotton, and their induftry in {pinning ; 
and this part of tho Holy Land is particu- 
larly curious from the veftiges of the 
Crufaders, with which it is covered. 

~Mahometanifm, whilft it deftroys thefe 
monuments, {till retains the means of 
profiting by the pious enthafiafm that raif- 
ed them. But the policy of the Turks, 

* This plant is alfo called in French, La Ra. 
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ja admitting the Greeks and the Latina to 
partake of the holy places, in order tohes 
nefit. by their divifions, reckoned more 
upon their pride, than upon their devotion. 
So fubftantial a revenue has furpaffed their 
expectations ; the quarrels between the ad~ 
herents of the two rites are inexhawftible ; 
and, thanks to the gold of Spain! the go- 
vernment of Jerufalem is looked upon asone 
of the moft lucrative fituations for oppref- 
fion. That which the Greeks had juft ex- 
perienced on my arrival at Rames, cover- 
ed the Catholics with glory, and the ca- 
valcade of their Solicitor was one of the 
confequences of that triumph. “He infift- 
ed on conduéting me to Joppa, and I was 
really inchanted to fee the uniform of the 
Recollets aftride upon a beautiful Arabian 
horfe, richly harneffed and caparifoned. 

On approaching the coaft, they fhowed 
me the horrid pyramid eredted by Mehe- 
met-Bey. This monfter had formed it of 
Sofieen hundred heads he had ordered to be 
cut off, after taking of this town, 


Jaffa, 


ate MEMOIRG OF THE 


» Jaffa, or Joppa, forms a feparate’ go~ 
vernment, and is the appendage of 2 Sul. 
tana, who farms out the cuftom-houfe; 
but the depopulation of this town muft 
neceffarily have diminithed its commerce, 
Jt econfifts at prefent only in linen and rice, 
which are fent from Damietta, for the con- 
fumptior of Napouloufe, Rames, and 
Jerufalem, and the numerous hords of 
Arabs encamped on the plains of Gaza ; in 
exchange for which, Damietta receives 
clumfy glafs-ware, made at Ebrom, raw 
cotton, cummin, and particularly Joppa 
feap, which article, by an immemorial 
grant, pays only half duties in Egypt. 
After vifiting the Solicitor, the Convent 
of his order, and adopting all the meafures 
he thought neceffary, this monk, who 
‘was,not in prieft’s orders, infifted on giv- 
ing me the ftrongeft teftimony of his re+ 
{pect, by beftowing his benediction on me 
in the face of Ifrael; but in fpite of this 
prefervative, the croud who followed us to 
the beach, were very near feeing me fwal- 
lowed up by the breakers on the bar, which 
lie the 
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the failors were bold enough to attempt, 
and which they could hardly pafs with 
the utmoft exertions of their fkill. 

+ On my return to the frigate, the fet fail 
for St. John of Acra, where we anchored 
the next morning. Dgezar, Pacha of 
Seid; was then at that place; he fent a 
very preffing invitation to me on landing, 
to come and fee him, but I was very far 
from having any fuch intention. The 
cruelties for which he was celebrated, and 
the oppreffions which made him feared, in- 
fpired me only with the defire of mortify- 
ing him, It was eafy to difcover, from 
the language of the officer he had fent to 
pay his compliments to me, that my cre- 
dit at the Porte was the chief motive ‘of 
his politenefs, and I did not let flip this 
opportunity of reviving the uneafinefs he 
had long been under, from the refentment 
of the Grand Signior. I anfwered him, 
$¢ that as we were both ¢ravellers, it was 
not worth while to become acquainted.” 
‘The officer did not imagine that this an- 
Awer would prevent me from paying a vifit 
‘ to 
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to,his maftér, at his place of sefidence 1 
but the Pacha felt ali the bitternefs of it 5 
for the word traveller, the literal fenfe of 
which could not apply to him in his go- 
vernment, was taken: by hizn as I intend- 
ed it,—in its figurative fenfe of death, a6 
applied by the Turks. He could not but 
feel, in fact, that had it not been for the 
weaknefs of the Porte, which no longer 
punithed any diforder, he muft long Since 
have paid with his head, the horrible ty- 
ranny he had exercifed. He carried it to 
fuch a length, as even to take a pride in 
the reputation of cruelty, and this mon- 
fter affumed the name of Dgezar, Buicher, 
in which he gloried; and it wasa title he 
richly merited, by immuring alive a num- 
ber of perfons of the Greek communion, 
when he rebuilt the walls of- Baruth, to 
defend it from the invafion of the Ruffians. 
The heads of thele unfortunate victims are. 
ftill to be feen, which the Bugcher bad left 
expofed, the better to enjoy their torments. 
It was on fuch ferocious principtes-4s thefe- 
that Dgezar regulated allhis condu@. His 
+ own 
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ewan fecurity obliging him to keep in pay 
a ft of banditti, he had fitted out a little 
fleet compofed of them, with which he 
harrpffed the coaft, whilt a body pf borfe, 
of the fame charaéter, attended at his 
landing. Dgezar Pacha, thus fituated st 
Acra, finding that he could obtain nothing. 
from me, was defirous, at leaft, of being 
faluted by the frigates but this man, as 
ignorant as he was haughty, thought he 
had only to fhow himfelf on the beach, 
with a brilliant cavalcade, to receive 4 
mark of refpeét, to which he could only 
have any pretenfion by embarking on the 
water. He had no doubt, therefore, that 
the filence of the frigate was owing to the 
diftant manner in which I had treated him. 
‘To revenge this fuppofed affront, he fent 
orders to Seid not to falute the frigate on 
her arrival, taking care, at the fame time, 
td let me know the difpofition he had 
madg; bur this infignificent mark of hid 
refentment, had no better effeét than his 
fief adnees. 1 fent him for anfwer 
“ that I'thanked him for having apprited 

me 
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mae of his intentions, it being mine alfo te 
fapprefs thofe prefents which en sbufive 
cuftom had eftablifhed.”* 

The town of Acra is fituated in a tole- 
rably fpacious bay, and protected from the 
foutherly winds by Mount Carmel*. The 
principal walls of the church, built by the 
Knights Hofpitalers, are {till to be feen 
here, which they dedicated to St. John ; 
and this name, joined to that of the town, 
has ‘made it known under the name of St. 
john of Acra. Commercial {peculations 
could not have been begun in this place; 
until a long time after the retreat of the 
Crufaders. Thefe enthufiafts were no 
greater favourers of commerce than the 
Turks, who to govern, have always bees 
the plunderers of Syria. It was only, 


* The religious of the Catholic perfinGion, who 
ferve the Grottoof the Prophet Elias, keep an ing 
for the pilgrims who vifit it, and diftribute, initead 
of relics, of which they have none, Geodes, (a fort 
of chryflallization, larger than 2n apple, and hollow 
in the middle} of every thape, which the country 
abounds with, and which they pals for petrified 
fruits, : oath 

iad therefore, - 
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therefore, wndex the quiet and beneficent 
aeign of Cheik-Taher, that the plentifal 
crops multiplied our eftablifhments, and it 
is fince the tragical end of that Prince, that 
commerce has begun to decline. The trade 
here confifts principally in cotton, which 
was of a fuperior quality before the planter 
pave the grain to be feparated by others, 
which was executed fo much better by 
himfelf. 

I fet out from Acra for Seid, the refi- 
dence of the King’s Conful General. This 
town is, in fome degree, the head quarters 
of our commerce in Syria. We anchored 
there along-fide of a thip of wac_ belonging 
to the Grand Signior, the Captain of which 
did not {een inclined to fhow us much po- 
litenefs. 1 have already mentioned, that 
the fortrefs was forbid faluting us by order 
of the Pacha; but the Dgezar had not 
forefeen, that during my refidence at Con- 
ftantinople, I thould have happened to fu- 
verintend the conftrution of the very 
Turkithgaravel which was in the harbour 
of Seid ; a Thad caft alll its artillery ; and 
aa tha 
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that the Captain himfelf thould have been 
mdebted to me for his promotion. This 
‘was the firft veflel of the Grand Signior, 
woo, which difplayed the green flag I had 
‘prevailed on the Porte to adopt. The Cap- 
tain no fooner heard that, I was on board 
the frigate, thari he fent to pay me hiscom~ 
phiments; and I thought it was neceffary 
to make him feel, that the independent 
conduét of the Pacha of Seid, thould have 
induced him to fhow more refpect to the 
King’s-flag, as that of the Grand Signior 
was leis re{pected in Syria than elfewheres 
the anfwered this reprefentation accord- 
ingly with nine guns, which we returned 
him. He came afterwards to the Conful’s 
“to fee me, to apologize for his negligence, 
and to invite me on board his thip, whese 
2 was faluted on entering, and on quitting 
it. This cannonade became a freth fubject 
of vexation for the Pacha, whom the 
‘Torkith Captain did not treat with much 
refpeét. To avoid, therefore, fome new 
aifront, Dgezar determined not to enter, er,the 
Jarbour before night; but Mr, Je Barog 

: de 
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de Durfort faluted his little fleet at funrife ; 
and this unexpected mark of attention per- 
fuaded him that I thould treat him better 
at Seid than at Acra. He again invited me 
to come and fée him ; but although I un+ 
derftood that he intended me a diftinguifh- 
ed reception, I continued unfhaken in my 
firft refolution, well convinced that I ace 
quired more real honour in fhowing my de- 
teftation to this monfter, than in recaiyving 
fome frivolous mark of diftinétiion fm, 
him. 

It is to accomplith my object in writing 
thefe Memoirs, that I have thought it ne- 
ceflary to defcribe the character of Dgezar, 
and my condué refpefting him. This 
lion, let loofe againft humanity, who ty- 
rannized over the province, and kept back 
two years tribute from the Grand Signior 
with impunity, humbled by a foreigner, 
and reftrained in his refentment by a fingle 
frigate, of whofe orders he was ignorant, 
by painting the weaknefs of the defpot, 
and the cowardice of his fubordinate offi- 
tert, who awe him at a diftance, gives, at 
*¥ Vor, I, XY one 
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one ftroke of the pencil, the picture of the 
Qttoman empire. 

‘The town of Seid, the antient Sidon, is 
fituated in the middle of the coaft of Syria, 
at the foot af Lebanon, and Anti-Lebanon. 
The Mutwalis inhabit the fouthern, and 
the Drufes the northern part of that chain 
af mayntains which extend along the 
caaft, and preferye their independence in 
fpite of the various attempts made by the 
Porte to bring them into more immediate 
fubjection. It is true that the Drufes are 
not always exaét in paying the tribute 
agreed upon. The Pacha of Seid is even 
obliged, for the fafety of his own domains, 
to farm them, out to the powers of the 
mountain. > but this method of avoiding: 
their ravages, does not always fecure the. 
receipt of his revenues; and thefe com- 
puffory farimings are productive of quar- 
rela, wherein the nature of the difpute is 
frequently changed by ineidental ciecum-. 
ftanges. The Mutualis, who inliabit Anti-’ 
Lebanon, from Seid to Acra, are lefs nu- 
merous than the* ‘Drafts s ‘But the caftles 

- 2 they 
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they dwell in, render them as ready for 
an infurreéction, and as difficult to reduce. 
The fummit of every hill ferves them as a 
fortrefs. Each proptietor of land is a great 
vaffal; and this people, who are fanatics 
in the precepts of Ali, have a particular 
abhorrence for the Sunnite Mahometans, 
whom they maflacre without pity when- 
ever they can find the opportunity. The 
Mutualis have agreed to pay an annual tri- 
bute of two hundred purfes for the free 
enjoyment of their mountains, and their 
Seignories ; but they are more {crupulous 
in enjoying thofe advantages, than in ob- 
ferving the conditions annexed to their en- 
joyment ; fo that the Drufes, as well as the 
Mutualis, equally difficult of reftraint, by 
contracting the authority of the Pacha 
within too narrow limits, have rendered it 
more heavy for the inhabitants of Seid — 
Between this town and Acra, is to be 
feen the town of Sour, the celebrated 
Tyre, which is in fabjedtion te a chief of 
the Mutualis ; and this cradle of naviga- 
tion ftill poffeffes the beft harbour of Syria: 

Y2 but 
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but a few cargoes of tobacco, or of corn, 
belonging tothe merchants of Seid, are 
the only objeéts of commerce of this fa- 
mous gity, excepting the article of thread, 
which, is brought to market by the country 
people, and which the French have the 
exclufive privilege of purchafing +. 

If our ‘merchants themfelves have not 
been exempt from the oppreffions of the 
Pacha, it is only becaufe they have not hi- 
therto fhewn firmnefs enough to awe him, 
for this Governor knows well the danger to 


+ This circumftance paints the Turkith govern~ 
ment, which neither knows how to grant, or how to 
withhold judicionfly. One of the French merchants 
fettled at Seid, prefides over the public market ; the 
Janiffiries attached to the fervice of that nation, have 
the cate of the police; oar brokers fix the price of 
the thread,—the people of the country are not al- 
Jowed to buy it,—and, confequently, much lefé ftran- 
gers;—no monopoly can be more manifeft; but it is 
fo well eftablithed in the minds of the people, that 
they would themfelves revolt againft the government, 
were it difpofed to put a ftop to it ; and the fpinfters 
prefer the certainty of a quick fale to the uncertain 
profits of a higher price, for which they. might be 
obliged to wait, 


ae which 
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which the fury of the people would expofe 
him, if by his mifconduét he compelled our 
merchants to withdraw themfelves. 

On quitting Seid, the frigate continued 
torun along the coaft, and come to anchor 
within fome thallows at the bottom of the 
road of Baruth. ‘This town is built on a 
tongue of Jand that advances in the form 
of a peninfula, the platform of which is 
ornameuted with a wood of pine trees, 
planted in rows. The beauty and variety 
of the gardens around the town, and the 
purity of the air, had drawn together a 
great number of inhabitants; apd during 
the whole period that the Porte had 
transferred the Lordfhip of Baruth to the 
Emir of the Drufes, who inhabit the 
neighbouring mountains, the mildnefs of 
the government, and above all the {pirit of 
toleration, which placed the Drufe, the 
Mahametan, and the Chriftian, on the fame 
footing, induced a great number of mer- 
chants to fettle there; but fince Dgezar 
hat taken poffeffion of this town, to deftroy 
its commerce, and force it to concentre it- 

¥3 felf 
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felf in Seid, the merchants of Baruth have 
abandoned it, and retired into the moune 
tains, there to wait for the deftruction of 
the tyrant. His object was to increafe the 
income of the Cuftom-houfe at Seid, which 
is always formed by the Pacha; but his 
ignorance could not difcover that {pecula- 
tions of revenue, when they ftrike at in- 
duftry, cannot, for that reafon, ever be 
calculated on any principles of com- 
merce. 

The mountains of Caftervan extend a~ 
Jong the fea coaft from Baruth, fix leagues 
to the northward ; they are under thofe of 
Lebanon, and form their bafe. They 
are peopled by Catholics, who live in per- 
fect harmony with the Drufes, their neigh- 
bours, of whom I fhail foon fpeak more 
particularly, 

Tripoli, in Syria, which was the next 
place we went to, after quitting Baruth, is 
fituated at a fmall diftance from the road 
for the fhipping, and the number of gar- 
dens which furround it, would make it 4 
delightful abode, wag not the air fo un- 

healthy 
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healthy in fummer. Its tefritofy which 
extends and rifes up to Mount Lebaron +, 
abounds in vineyards. Every little emi- 
Hence produces wine of a different quality, 
and the golden wine, (/e vin @'Or)is dif 
tinguithed above every othet. 

‘The abundance of filk, which is culti- 
vated throughout Lebanon, and is colleét- 
ed by the*merchants at ‘Tripoli, is the 
principal object of commercial f{pecula- 
tions. The annual exports of this article 
for France, amount to feven or eight thou- 
fand quintals, the greateft part of which 
is expedited from the other ports, which’ 
have no returns, and the bills fent for that 
purpofe from Conftantinople, are always ne~ 
gociated with the Pacha. The Pacha who 
commanded there was the fon of the Pacha 
of Damafcus. I ftood in need of his affiftance 
to furnifh me with the means of travelling 
by land to Aleppo, and as he was not 

+ Te is in that part of the mountains adjoining 
‘Fripoli, that we may fill {ee the fo much boaftet 
cedars of Lebanon. I was affured that their antiqui- 
ty was the moft remarkable circomftance about them, 
and I difpenfed with going to do homage to them. 

: Y4 then 
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thon at Tripoli, I was glad to hear that I 
fhould find him at Lattaquey; but the fri~ 
+gate not being able to anchor in the port, 
from the negligence of the Turks, who 
have fuffered the harbour to be choaked 
up with the ballaft thrown out by the 
fhips, the brought to, and remained there 
till the return of the boat which carried 
me to the harbour of Lattaquey. Its en- 
trance is defended by a ¢aftle, in fo ruinous 
a ftate, that had I not heard the artillery 
that faluted mt, I thould have pafled with- 
out perceiving any fortification. The 
Chief Officer of the Cuftoms received me 
on my landing, with all the refpect due ta 
my miffion, and the ftile of his civilities 
gave me a ferontable opinion of his 
matter 4, - 

After 


+ The manner in which the difpofition of the 
mafier influences all his dependents, is one of the moft 
remarkable circumftances in the manners of the 
Turks; it feems as if defpotifm would be imperfect, 
without fubjugating the very fentiments. The at- 
tendants of a Turk are on the watch to obferve the 
manner in which any perfon is received by their pas 

trons, 
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“After repofing fome time in-a kiofk, 
where they brought me fome refrefhments, 


trons, to treat him in the fame manner on his depar- 
ture; unlucky he, who fhall have received a kick 
from him! T hey take the liberty likewife to conitrue 
hisintentions, A Pacha had taken a great friendthip 
for au European merchant,—he could never be with~ 
out him ; and all his court gave entertainments to the 
ftranger. The latter was fubject to the gout, and the 
Pacha who had unfortunately ftudied a little medicine, 
hada mind to cure his friend; and when he knew, 
that he was in the moft excruciating pain, he made 
two of his fervants go, with orders to give him fifty 
firokes of a ftick on the foles of his feet. Thefe fel- 
lows who were not fo learned as their matter, afto- 
nifhed at firft, at a remedy that did not feem to be of 
avery friendly nature, were at length perfuaded that 
the infidel bad given offence, and executed their or- 
ders accordingly, with the utmoft rigour, of which 
they did not fail to boaft on their return to the Pa- 
cha, ‘* How wretches,” faid he, “ you have dared 
to treat my friend ilk? The fifty ftrokes Iorderea 
were a remedy,—the infults you have added, are an 
offence,”—-and he immediately ordered each of them 
one hundred ; from thence he. went to beg pardon of 
his friend for the infolence of his fervants who had 
prefymed to make an addition to the remedy. The 
European would readily have difpenfed with this reme- 
my, but he foon had reafon to commend it, and was 
perfectly cured of the diforder. 

I went 
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I, went to Lattaquey. This town, the 
ancient Leodiees, is built on a platform 
which overlooks the harbour. It ftill ex- 
hibits fome veftiges of its ancient {plendour, 
and its trade maintains, at this day, many 
hhandfome houfes. It was not long before 
the Pacha of Tripoli fent to compliment 
me on my arrival, with affurances of his 
defire to fee me, and render me any fervice, 
This difpofttion was very favourable for 
my intended journey to Aleppo, and I ob- 
tained from this Pacha more affiftance than 
was neceflary ; he infifted even on adding 
every honour, and feemed to fear a cenfure 
from the Porte, if, by negleéting to pro- 
cure me refpeét, I fhould happen to be ex- 
pofed to any infults in the mountains I had 
to crofs. On my return from this vifit, 
his firft Equerry brought me a horfe, fent 
by his majfter, affuring me at the fame 
time, that he could, from experience, an- 
fwer for his being fure-footed amongft the 

fteepeft rocks, 
As I had procured at Tripoli, in Syria, 
tents and other neceffaries, every thing was 
foon 
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Sen prepared for my departure. We fet out 
with the guards fent by the Pacha to efcort 
me, and pitched our firft encampment on 
the banks of a river at the foot of Mount 
Lebanon. I had {carcely difmounted, be- 
fore a Drufe of the Mountain, prefented 
me a complaint againft a French merchant, 
his debtor, againft whom 1 had already re- 
ceived feveral of a fimilar nature. Whilft 
the neceflary orders were expediting for 
the verification, and payment of the debt, 
1 was glad of the opportunity of converf- 
ing with aman who had ftruck me by the 
noble manlinefs with which he had come 
to demand juftice ; and this interval gave 
me time to get a few particulars from him 
refpecting the manners and cuftoms of the 
Drufes, which I hall fubjoin with fome 
further ideas on the fubjec. 

This people, comprized under the fame 
denomination, are divided into different 
felts; who mutually deteft each other ; but 
who, neverthelefs, invariably unite in de- 
fence of their common liberty, and by an 
uniform prejudice againft.the Mahometans. 

This 
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This difpofition, however, they manifett 
lefs than any other. When their affairs 
call them into the Turkith towns, they 
frequent the Mofques, but prefer our 
churches, when they can go to them with- 
out danger; yet do they appear as far re- 
moved from the dogmas of the Gofpel, as 
from the precepts of the Coran. It is evi- 
dent, from what can be colleéted, that the 
greateit part of the Drufes are fedtaries of 
Haken-Bamr-Ilab+, Caliph of Egypt, of 
the family of the Phatimites. Taefe moun- 
taineers, in deifying him, have called him 
Hakem-Bamri f, and have only preferved 
the name of his Apoftle, Dourf. This 
etymology, taken from their facred books, 
is fufficient to overturn that which Mr. Pu- 
jet de Saint Pierre has given. He makes 
the"Drufes defcendants of the Comte de 
Dreux, an origin too abfurd to merit a fe- 
rious difcuffion. The Caliph Hakem, and 
bis Apoftle, {eem to have refined upon the 
+ An Arabian word fignifying, “ruling by the 

order of God.” 
~ Roler offi ordes 
: 7 * eontempt 
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contempt which feftaries of all ages and 
countries have fhewn for humanity; they 
have divided their followers into three 
claffes ; the priefts, the elect or initiated, 
and the’ people. This latter clafs, who 
are fcarcely acquainted with a few focial 
principles, without which mankind can- 
not fleep in fecurity, is obliged to repofe 
its hopes of falvation on the credit of the 
two former. It is on this feeble fup- 
port, however, that the Drufes believe in 
the ele&t of God, and contemn every con- 
trary opinion. Hakem has promifed them 
that they fhall be the heirs of the Turks, 
who are to be deftroyed by the‘Chriftians. 
They muift have imagined, no doubt, that 
this prophecy was on the point of being ac- 
complithed during the laft war with the 
Ruffians; and this opinion has always 
made them give a decided preference to the 
Chriftians ; but it is probable that their 
Prophet has but ill-calculated the order of 
of fucceffion. 
* By the hierarchy eftablithed in this fe&, 
all their religious rites are impenetrable to 
the 
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theleyes of the profane ; even their books § 
dre carefully preferved ; that of the priefts 
in particular, (called The Per Excellentiam 
Book;) it appears impoffible to procure a 
fight of it. It is pretty generally believ- 
ed, however, that‘the Drufes worfhip a 
fort of idol, which they preferve under 
ground, where the eleé only are allowed 
to enter. 

Some women of the Drufes, converted 
to the Chriftian faith, have unveiled, too, 
other ceremonies, not lefs abfurd ; but a& 
they were not in the fecret, their accufa- 
tion is not a fafficient title for that accu- 
racy I with to obferve. 

Drufes of different fe&s inhabit that 
part of the mountains I paffed over; the 
Turks call them Nuferis, or Anferis; but 
this people rejeét both thefe appeltations, 
and preferve that of the Drufes, without 
pretending to the glory of impenetrable 
imyfteries. One fees the greateft part of 
them, in faét, pay particular adoration to 

§ The Drufes are forbid to eat with any perfon in 
power, for fear of partakirig of ill gotten wealths 
ve 7 the 
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the fun; they bend the knee three times 
before him, on his rifing, and feem to en- 
deavour to feize with their hands the firft 
rays of that luminary, to purify themfelves, 
by rubbing their bodies with them. Their 
warthip is fuppofed to laft only ‘till the 
evening ; and I was affured, that they in- 
demnify themfelves during the night, for 
their continence in the day. Another Gé& 
is {aid to worthip the moon, and to referve 
their pleafures for the day. 

‘We find alfo in thefe mountains fome Gy- 
aecolaters +, whofe worthip, although lefs 
myfterious than that which the Chinefe 
offer to Lingam, feems to be founded upon 
the fame principle. The Drufes who are 
worfhippers of the fun, appear to have 


+ Gynecolaters :—This word fignifies ¢ Adorer of 
Women ;' but in theacceptation of the term, in what 
is called * good company,’ it cannot be applicable to 
the Drafes.—The Author has formed this Greck 
word out of refpact to the Ladies, 

* M. Baron de Tott informed the Tranflator, that 
this worthip of the female is only sarsia/; the worfhip= 
per is on his kaces before the aétar, and his eyes are 
fixed on the object of his devotion, far which he ig 
not obliged to looh—ceulis erettis. 

more 
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sapere refemblance with the ancient inhabi- 
tants of Palmyra, It is at a fimell diftance 
from that city, and, fo {peaking, in fight 
of the ruins of that famous Temple of the 
Suy, that we fijll find the worlhippers of 
that body. Lebanon teceives his firft rays; 
it is there, that hjs adoration would natu- 

rally take refuge, and be preferved. 
+ We wore two days in paffing thefe 
mountaiis, of which there are three dif- 
tint chains, and two lateral ones form, in 
‘fome degree, the bafe which fupports that 
‘of the centre. This conftruétion of the 
mbuntains, alternately prefents the horror 
‘of the moft profound abyffes, the moft dan- 
gerous defiles, the moft picturefque fitua- 
tions, and the moft delightful vallies. One 
fees, on every fide, plantations of mulberry- 
trees kept in the greateft order. Thefe 
trees, whofe leaves give food for the filk- 
‘worms, are planted in quincunxes, with a 
perfeat regularity, which renders this refine- 
ment more remarkable, from its inutility ; 
and asit is only amangft the Drufes that 
this manner of planting is known through- 
out 
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out the Levant, “Their villages appeared 
to be tolerably well built ; thoy ere always 
‘built under fteep rocks, which fhelter 
them ; and the fummits of the mountains, 
crowned with pine-trees, form the matt in- 
terefting landfcapes, 

We arrived, after three days painful 
march, at the little town of Tchoukeur, on 
the banks of the Orontes. ‘The pilgtims 
from Conftantinople and from Afia, who 
were joined together in their way to Da- 
mafcus, the general rendezvous of the ca- 
ravan for Mecca, had arrived before us at 
Tchoukour, and we found them encamped 
on the borders of that river. I eftablithed 
my camp at a little diftance; and their 
chief, (for every fociety choofes a mafter, 
or fomething refembling it,) fent me a 
prefent of fruits, with his compliments on 
my arrival. But uotwithftanding this po- 
litenefé, the commander of the town 
thought that the neighbourhood of fo 
numerous @ troop, who were to fet off 
the next day, and every individual of 
which thought himéelf fare of abfolution, 

‘Vor, I, Z left 
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left fome doubts of my fecurity. He rein- 
forced my efcort therefore, with a body of 
infantry, difpofed in a line of circumval- 
lation; but I knew the Turks well enough 
to have a better opinion of the Pilgrims, 
and too little of my new guard, not to be 
afraid of them. Iefcaped, however, with 
a {cattering fire, that lafted the whole 
night, and which they affured me was the 
only method of keeping off the robbers ; 
but it was the way alfo of killing honeft 
people, if any fuch had happened to pafs 
near my quarters; and I was, after all, 
forced to pay the poltroons for keeping me 
awake. 

Rhia, where we flept the next night, is 
fituated at the entrance of the plains of 
Syria. Some ruins are to be feen here 
which point out no determinate objects, 
but bear the marks of the moft remote an- 
tiquity. The country around this {mall 
town is moft richly cultivated, and conti- 
nues fo as far as Aleppo. It took us two 
days and a half to crofs this plain, the 
plowing of which is very remarkable ;.each 
ers 3 furrow 
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furrow feems to be traced out by a line, 
and is without the fmalleft bend for, the 
length of a quarter of a league. Corn, 
cotton, and a kind of grain which the in- 
habitants make oil of, are produced on this 
foil. This induftry feems to throw a veil 
over the devaftations this plain has under- 
gone, but it is fufficiently teftified by feveral 
fragments of antiquity. 1 faw near a foun- 
tain, a fort of bafon of white marble, in 
one block, of feven feet long, by three in 
height, and four wide, ornamented with 
garlands, and the flaughtering of rams, in 
the fineft tafte, and carved with the pureft 
chifel; it was made ufe of as a -watering 
trough ; and as we cannot fuppofe it to 
have been tran{ported either from Balbec, 
or Palmyra, it plainly indicates the former 
exiftence of fome town which was nearer, 
and is more completely deftroyed than ei- 
ther of them, 

I was ftill threatened with a public entry, 
which determined me to halt at Kantou- 
man, an ufual place of repofe for travellers, 
built at three leagues from Aleppo, on the 

Zz edge 
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edge of the defart which furrounds that 
eity. I arrived there at night, after paffing 
the wildeft country, and breathing an air 
abfolutely phofphoric. ‘Fhe precautions I 
had taken to avoid the pomp they had 
prepared for me, only ferved to render it 
melancholy, for the flambeaux with which 
they waited for me at the gate of the 
town, to conduét me to the Conful’s, 
gave our entry the air of a funeral pro- 
ceffion, 

The town of Aleppo, celebrated for the 
number of its inhabitants *, the beauty of 
its buildings, its extenfive commerce, and 
the riches that flow from it, is fituated in 
a hollow, and ona {mall river; but this 
water which fupplies the imhabitants of 
Aleppo, appears as foreign from the foil it 
runs through, as the town itfelf is from 
the defart in which it is placed, and it is 

* They reckon 150,000 fouls at Aleppo, the great- 
ef number of whom are Mahometans, Some Jews, 
and a great many Armenians, compofe the remainder 
of the population: the Franks, who are drawn there 
by commerce, are too few in number to merit ‘the 
being included in the calculation. 

only 
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only from the devaftation of the furround- 
ing country that one can find the folution 
of this political problem ; but the caufes 
of its prefervation, increafe, and opulence, 
are eafily to be difcovered in the neceffity 
there was for an emporium between the 
Mediterranean and the Perfian Gulph. Its 
fituation muft alfo have been determined 
by the advantageous circamftance of a 
running water, which is fo fcarce in thefe 
plains, that this river, whofe fource is not 
remote, lofes itfelf a few leagues below 
the town, and feems only to fhow itfelf in 
this parched country, for the purpofe of 
fixing men in the little valley that it 
waters. 

Aleppo is furrounded by gardens, or ra- 
ther by fmall plantations of Piftachio 
trees, whofe leaves of a delicate green, 
and. the fruit of a rofe colour, form the 
moft charming coup dil, whilft this 
produétion itfelf conftirutes a branch of 
commerce of a fure and profitable fale. 

This town is defended from the depre- 
dations of the Arabs who furround it, by 

Z 3 a pretty 
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a pretty ftrong caftle; and this fortrefs, 
placed in the centre of the eircular {pace 
occupied by the-town, is built on a butt, 
or hillock, which appears to have been 
formed by the hand of man, and it feems 
as if it had been furrounded by fome 
courfes of ftone. The fort, which is built 
on the ancient military principles, con- 
tains-at prefent fome pieces of artillery, 
which might graze the tops of all the ad- 
joining hills without endangering the 
houfes ;—all the latter have terraces on the 
top of them, and are fo equal in height, 
that one has very feldom any fteps to 
mount, or, to defcend, it. going from one 
houfe to another ; and feveral large vaulted 
ftreets add to the facility of communica-- 
tion, by enabling the paflenger to go from. 
one quarter to another, without the trouble 
of paffing through the ffreets. Thofe of 
Aleppo are elegantly paved,—the footways 
are formed by large regular flag ftones, and 
the centre of the ftreet is made of brick, 
placed edgeways for the convenience of the 
horfes. There is an attention to cleanli- 
: nefs 
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nefs in Aleppo too, unknown in the other 
towns in Turkey, nay even in the capital. 
This objet of police does not occafioy the 
incumbrances of our carts; it is executed 
by afs-drivers, who go through the town, 
and colle& the filth from the fweepers, 
wham each individual is obliged to em- 
ploy. If the heat of the climate renders 
this work not {0 difficult, the fame heat 
makes it neceflary to pay a greater at- 
tention to cleanlinefs, to preferve the fa- 
lubrity of the air, particularly under the 
vaulted ftreets I have been {peaking of, 
which are principally deftined for the fhop- 
keepers. They contain the moft valuable 
effects: it is there that active and paffive 
commerce difplays its activity; but the 
protection of the different caravans, as 
well as the private efcorts for travellers, 
furnifh the Pacha and his officers with the 
certain means of extorting from trade and 
from: individuals. In every other refpect, 
the people enjoy more tranquillity at Alep- 
po, than in the other towns, and the Eu- 
ropeans have never fuffered any oppreffion, 

Z4 capable 
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capable of difcouraging their {peculations. 
‘We may judge alfo from the induftry of the 
people of Aleppo, that defpotifm treats it 
with indulgence. They even venture toenter 
into competition with the Indies. 1 have 
vifited with attention their maniyfactures of 
the ftuffs we call herbages*, the entry of 
which is prohibited into France, although 
our imitation of them can by no means 
juftify the prohibition, for our manner of 
fpinning, and thofe thackles which hinder 
us fram bringing that art to perfeétion, 
will never allow usto imitatethem. Lefs 
depends, in faét, on the art of the manu» 
fatturer, whofe work is precifely the fame 
asin all brocaded ftuffs, than on the {kil} 
of the fpinfter, which we mutt ftudy, if 
we with ta imitate them with fuccefs. It 
is their art that gives fuch excellence tothe 
filk of Lebanon, and enables it to furpafs 
the origin of Italy. It is with Aleppo cot~ 


* Herbages are a fort of filk and cotton ftuff, with 
wrought flowers on it, mach worn by the ladies in 
Pravence, and the fouthern parts of France, into 
which they are {muggled. 


tén, 
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ton, with which we can fcarcely make our 
boutres of Rouen §, that the {pinfters of 
Syria compofe the web of the herbages; 
but the {pindle requires patience, and pas 
tience gan accomplith every thing +. 
When I arrived at Aleppo, Ifed-Achmet~ 
Pacha, the Governor of that town, had 
juft been removed, and ordered to repair 
the Temple of Mecca ; a charge regretted 
by the inhabitants, and which converted 
a good Minifter into a bad archite&@. He 
fet out for his place of deftination, the day 
of my departure for Alexandretta, where 1 


§ Thebourres of Rouen, are of cottan, brocaded 
with filk, in imitation of the ftuffs of the Levant. 

+p This manner of fpmning can never fait the ma- 
nufacturers, undoubtedly, who pay regular wages to 
fpinfters, The affembling of individuals in manufac- 
tures, is ftill Jefs adapted to the views ofa wife admi- 
niftration, whofe firft care fhould always be to pre~ 
ferve health and good morals. A method was pros 
pofed to government of multiplying and bringing 
Spinning to perfeGtion, without removing the inhabi- 
tants, which would eventually have put an end to 
begging. The liberty of ating was al} that was de~ 
manded ;— But good is not only tobe done at the 
spindle ; it requires patience to bring it about.” 


was 
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was to-re-imbark. The new Governor gave 
me an efcort of a hundred horfe, to which 
be added.an Alay-Tchaouché, and a beater 
of thetymbal. Befides this mark of dif- 
tin@tion, peculiar only to the Packms, he 
gave me two led horfes ; and I accepted this 
civility the more readily, as it proved that 
the fuppreffion of the ufual prefents, which 
T had declared, and in which I was follow- 
ed by the Confuls of the other nations, 
was not likely to have fuch injurious con- 
fequences for the Europeans, as I was 
made to believe. ‘This fuppreffion had de- 
prived Ifed-Achmet-Pacha of the cuftom- 
ary prefent on his departure. I was toen- 
earmp near him at Kanthovman, and I took 
it for granted that he would difpenfe with 
every act of politenefs towards me, which, 
in faé, would have given me but little 
pain, although, in other refpects, I had a 
perfonal efteem for him; my tents, how- 
ever, were hardly pitched, by the fide of 
his, before he fent to compliment me, with 
a requeft to compenfate to him by my com- 
pany, for not having feen me at Aleppo. 

I went 
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I went immediately to his tent, where, 
cotitrary to all the eftablifhed forms, he 
rofe up to receive me. I remained two 
ours in converfation with him, during 
which I difcovered more good fenfe and 
knowledge in him, than was neceflary to 
account for this fort of exile into which he 
was fent by the Porte. After communi- 
cating this obfervation to him, we fepa- 
rated to go to reft, and to take our differ-- 
ent routes the next day, 

Our little trodp lay the day following 
at Martavan. The fingularity of the man- 
ners of the inhabitants of this village is fu 
ftriking, that I cannot help extending that 
celebrity which Martavan enjoys in Syria. 
I was affured that the adjoining village is- 
governed by the fame principles, but being 
deprived of the advantage of laying on the 
ligh-road, its name is fcarcely known. 
Thefe two villages belong to a rich propri- 
.etor of Aleppo, who receives the quit-rents 
of them, and enjoys, at the fame time, the 
privilege of naming the firft municipal offi- 
cer of the community. At Martavan, there 

is 
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is not the {malleft indication of any fort of 
religion. The men feem to be taken up 
entirely with agriculture ; and the women, 
who in general are pretty, appear to have 
no other occupation than to recerve travel- 
fers. The day when any traveller arrives, 
is alfoja feftival with them, as well as 
for the Pefeving-Bachi, whofe authority is 
fimilar to that of Bailiff of the Manor, but 
whofe funétions are of a more conciliatory na- 
eure, and whofe name, and empliyment, can- 
not be tranflated. His office is to take 
the orders of the new comers, to fupply 
every one according to bis tafte, and to fettle 
the produce of his receipts with the com- 
munity. 1 was affured that this perquifite 
had been fold, together with the title which 
authorizes its colleétion, for ten purfes *, 
It would be difficult to to trace the origin 
of a fociety founded on fuch extraordinary 
principles; and it is in the midft of a coun- 
try famed for the moft rigid laws of jea~ 
loufy, that Martavan preferves a Legal licen- 
tiowfnefs, fe reduced to principle, that it 

* A Turkith purfe is 1500 livres, or about 7a]. 108, 
fering. 

sae appears, 
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appears, in fa@, to be the only exifting 
prejudice of this little fociety. The head- 
drefs of the women of Martavan is pecu- 
liar to them ; it is a fort of helmet of cha- 
fed filver, ornamented with pieces of gold, 
ftrung on a thread. This cap refembles 
that of the Cauchois women. The offici- 
cioufnefs of the Bailiff of Martavan was not 
fo fuccefsfully employed in colle@ting my 
efcort, as they had been in diftributing them 
properly the preceding night, and we did 
not get away fo foon as I intended. This 
day's journeybrought us no further than 2 
village, near which we incamped, at the 
entrance of the mountains, and from 
whence we fet out betore day-break, to 
ford a fmall river, in order to avoid the 
iron-bridge, which we were informed the 
Turkmen had got poffeffion of. 

This people, who in the winter inhabit 
the centre of Afia, and who ftretch even 
into Syria in the fummer, to feed, their 
flockd, with their arms and baggage, aro 
thought to be wandering tribes, but are, in 
fa, no more fo then the Spanifh fhep- 
herds, who follow their theep during eight 

months 


34° MEMOIRS OF THE 


months of the year, throughout all the 
mountains of Andalufia; with this differ+ 
ence, that they are collected in more numer- 
ous bodies, that they may drive off any per- 
fons who may chufe to difpute with them 
their pafturage. They never begin any at- 
tack, nor do they ever go to war without 
provocation ; but my efcort was afraid of 
their refentment: the troops of Aleppo had 
lately had a fkirmith with them, in which 
a few Turkmen, who had imprudently fe- 
parated from the main-body, had been 
roughly treated by the Pacha’s cavalry. It 
was to avoid them, therefore, that the de- 
tachment which accompanied me, made 
me go along the mountains as far as Anti- 
och, where we incamped.on the banks of 
the Orontes, after crofling the ruins of 
that celebrated city. Its ancient inclofure 
is ftill to be feen, in the form of a parallel- 
ogram, which refts on the declivity of a 
very fteep hill, and rifes up to the very 
fanmit, which fécured it from being 
taken from behind. The mafonry of its 
walls, which run along the Orontes, is per- 

ro . fedly 


BARON DE TOTT. 35% 


fedtly freth,. and isin the moft perfect pre- 
fervation : one fees towers on every part of 
them, the fole means of defence in thofe 
remote periods, built with the greateft ele~ 
gance. The declivity of the hill exhibits 
alfo the ruins of the houfes. My efcort, 
always thinking of the Turkmen, and al- 
ways prudent, made me continue along the 
mountains beyond Antioch, to get round the 
Jake of that name, and which was at length 
to feparate us from thefe formidable ene- 
mies, We were travelling on very quietly, 
and our brave horfemen were making their 
evolutions round us, when I faw them fud- 
denly fall back upon me. ‘The command- 
ant of the troop then made me remark the 
tentsof the Turkmen, pitched on the borders 
of the lake along which we were to pafs: he 
appeared uncertain what part to take; but I 
did not hefitate about the matter ; I muft 
continuemy journey, and latlength perfua- 
ded my efcort not to have any apprehenfions 
with me, provided they made no ridicu- 
lous parade to infult the Turkmen. I was 
very certain, in giving this advice, my 

ss guards 
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guards were well difpofed to follow it, 
and it required exertion enough to make 
this troop thew a good countenance be+ 
fore fix or feven thoufand Afiatics, 
whofe pacific difpofitions were at leaft 
doubtful. 

T took the precaution to cover my efcort 
with my little troop of Europeans; and 
we were marching in this order, which 
had nothing hoftile in it, when we per- 
ceived:a movement in the enemy's camp, 
from whence there fallied forth fome men 
from different parts to meet us, and I foon 
had the mufic of the various hords at my 
herle’s head. The Turkmen, muficians, 
preceded me dancing and playing, during 
the whole time of our paffing along their 
camp. I then took my leave of them, 
atter making them the prefent they had 
come in fearch of, with which thefe gen- 
tlenen were undoubtedly very good to be 
contented. 

We flept the fame night at Mahamout- 
Kan, a fort of caftle at the entrance of the 

pafles 
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paffes of the Beilan §. The mountains we 
croffed the next day are inhabited by the 
Curdes, The Turkith government has efta+ 
blifhed here, for the fecurity of commerce 
and travellérs, fome guards who, to render 
themfelves more neceflary, take care to pils 
lage thofe who refufe to employ them ; but 
the manner in which 1 travelled, giving 
them no hopes of executing any thing by 
force, thefe guards determined to get fome- 
thing from me by their attention, I founda 
troop of them ftationed in the height of 
the mountains, who were very anxious on 
my approach, to get me into their pof- 
{oflion, without regard to the detachment 
of cavalry which had hitherto guarded 
me fo well; but I informed the com- 
mander of this infantry, fo pofitively, that 
with thirty Europeans, I was more able to 
help him, than he to defend me, that he 
pave up his claim upon me, I could not, 
however, refufe him the permiffion he 


§ A continustion of Mount Lehanon.—-Thefa 
mountains, mbabited by the Curdes, jom the moun- 
taus of Caramania. 


* Vor IT. Aa atked, 
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afked, with great humility, of accompany 
ing me, at leaft for fome time; befides, I 
was uot forry to have an inhabitant of the 
country with me capable of anfwering 
fuch queftions as I might with to put to 
him during my journey; and this man, 
followed only by two of his foldiers, went 
on foot by the fide’ of my horfe. 

He informed me, that his countrymen, 
the Curdes, very often revolted, and never 
were obedient; that the prevailing {pirit 
of rapine rendered his duty very labori- 
ous, and that I ought to recommend 
the French, whom he preferred to every 
other race of infidels, always to apply to 
him, and pay him well. On my fide, J 
endeavoured to perfuade him that he 
would be hanged, if any accident happened 
to our merchants, and we finifhed with- 
out convincing each other, Whilft we 
were thus converfing together, I perceived 
ata fmall diftance a horrible peak, which 
appeared to me to be the haunt of wild 
beafts. ‘“* Have you,” fays 1, ** any ty> 
gets hereabouts ?”—~* T'ygers :””. fays hey 

lowering 
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flowering his voice; Do you want to fee 
any ? Get off your horfe ; I'll fhow you 
fome at thirty paces from you.” A game- 
keeper, who had found a covey of par- 
tridges, would not have expreffed himfelf 
with more earneftnefs to engage the atton- 
tion of the fportfman ; but it may be fup- 
pofed that this fort of amufement did not 
tempt me, aud I difmiffed him with a few 
crowns for the trouble he had taken. 
This daysjourney, which was employed 
in crofling defiles, and in climbing over 
rocks, brought us to the village of Bey- 
lan, three leagues from the fea, and we 
encamped in the confined fpace between 
the village, and the precipice on which it 
is fituated, We were in fight of the road 
where the frigate was waiting for me, and 
had even fufficient day-light to have got 
to Alexandretta, fituated on the beach ; 
but the air of that town is fo peftiferous 
that I was advifed not to fleep there. The 
Beylan is, on that account, the refuge of 
the fa@ors who do bufinefs at Alexand- 
‘retta; but notwithftanding the care they 
Aaz take 
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take to flay there as little as poffible, and 
to retire to the Mountains of the Beylan, 
to breathe a more falubrious air, thefe un- 
fortunate men {eldom refift for any length 
of time the bad effects of this nephytic 
air, The marthes that extend along the 
coaft are undoubtedly the immediate 
caufes of their ill health, but the caufes of 
the noxious quality of thefe vapours are 
moreremote. ‘The height of the moua- 
tains that farround Alexandretta, too 
lofty to allow a free paffage to thefe va~ 
pours, by collecting and condenfing them 
under a burning fky, are the original 
caufes of the corruption of the air at 
Alexandretta. Ihave never obferved an 
unwholefome air, without difcovering the 
caufe, of it, in fome topographical fitua~ 
tion exadtly fimilar *. 

Alexandretta was the conclufion of our 
duily encampments, of which I began to 
be heartily tired; we arrived there time 


* The vapours arifing from the rice fields of Egypt 
meeting with no obftarle to retain them, they fiy of 
fieely, and are for that reafon free from corruption, ~ 

enough 
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tnough to finith all my bufinefs before 
night, and after fatisfying the avidity of 
the perfons who had accompanied me, 
I went on board the Atalanta in the even- 
ing, and the wind being favourable, we 
weighed anchor immediately, and had 
time enough ¢o take the height of Cape 
St. Andrew. 

It is to the fouthward of this land,andon 
the eaftermoft point towards the [fle of 
Cyprus, to which we were bound, that the 
town of Famagufta is fituated, celebrated 
for its defence againft the Turks, when 
they took it from the Venetians, and for 
their treachery towards the Governor 
after the furrender of the town. 

We were the next morning off Cape de 
Ja Grecque, and anchored before noon in the 
road of Arnaca, where the French mer- 
chants, and the King’s conful at Cyprus 
are fettled; this town which from its con- 
venient fituation for trade is preferred to 
Nicofia *, is at a quarter of a league’s dif- 
tance from the dock. The houfes of the 


® The Capital of the Ifle of Cyprus, 
. Aa3 different 
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different confuls, thofe of the merchants, 
and the comforts always enjoyed where 
commerce flourithes, give this place alto» 
gether a very agrecable appearance. 
The {fle of Cyprus is the appendage of 
a Sultana, and this kingdom, difmembered. 
from the Venetian ftates, is at prefent gos 
verned by a Muffelim, who, as well as the 
Greek Metropolitan, refides at Nocofia, 
Thc adminiftration of thefe two chiefs, 
the one fpiritual, the other temporal, 
has had fuch a rapid fuccefs, that neither 
the advantages of climate, nor its charm- 
ing produétions have been able to with- 
ftand it, and this beautiful country exhi- 
bits at this day, nothing but the pi@ure of 
folitude and mifery. The amorous foun- 
tain Amathor and Paphos, contain only « 
few wretched inhabitants covered with 
rags. The taxes impofed on the peo~« 
ple of Cyprus, taken from former cal- 
culations of a greater population, being 
now borne by a fmaller quantity of indi- 
viduals, induce them to fly, and aggravate 
the annual mifery of thofe whoare unable 
te 
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to efcape from this horrible tyranny ; but 
the means which neceffity is compelled to 
make ufe of to pay this furchargs of impo-~ 
fition, by draining the true fources of 
wealth, will foon do retributive juftice to 
the tyrants, and make them partake of the 
amifery of the flaves. The wines of Cyprus, 
in faét, whofe fale depends wholly on the 
quality, and which can only be acquired 
on the lees *, have already loft their value 
by the exportation of thefe old catks, 
which formerly were not to be procured, 
but which their poverty has obliged them 
to fell for a long time paft. The Vene- 
tians have purchafed the oldeft; but pri- 
vate intereft which has carried on this {pe- 
culation, docs not feel, that by inverting 
the order of things, it muft eventually in« 
jure itfelf; and that an operation which 
deprives the cultivator of the means of 
cultivating to the greateft advantage, by 


* The new wines were always poured into catks that 
had been kept for ages, and after remaining on the old 
Tees of the former years, were drawn off for fale, which 
added greatly to the quality of the wine. 

Aag deftroying 
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deftroying the wine, will render the barrel 
ufelefs *, 

The abundance and variety of the pro» 
du@ions with which the mild foil of Cy 
prus is {pontancoufly covered, muft make 
one regret that Tournefort, that celebrated 
Botanift, neglected vifiting this ifland. The 
tefearches which mighthere bemade with- 
out difficulty, would fave the trouble of vi+ 
fiting the coaft of Caramania, where it is 
impoffible to botanize without danger. 
Its proximity, as well as the fimilarity of 
the foil of Cyprus, with the continent of 
Afia, feem to leave no doubt of the fimi- 
larity of their productions, and I was 
much concerned that the feafon was un- 
favourable to the zeal of the young natu- 
rilift, who was appointed by Mr. Poiffo« 
nier to be principal furgeon to the frigate, 


* The Cyprus wines which in general have a pitchy 
tafte, which they acquire from the pitched leather cafes 
they are emptied into in coming from the prefs, and un- 
til they are put into the cafks on the Iees, thefe wines 
Tole this tafe by age and have this advantage, when 
they are genuine, of never becoming four, 
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We left Cyprus, along which we coatte 
td to the weftermoft point, whence 
the frigate failed for Rhodes, and we 
came to anchor before that famous tower, 
where the flower of the European nobility 
difputed the laurels with the Great So- 
liman, and left him only the field of 
battle. 

Several pieces of armoury, belonging to 
the Knights Hofpitalers, are ftill to be 
feen at Rhodes; and that ifland, formerly 
the terrour of the Turks, is ftill formid- 
able throughout the Archipelago, from 
two galleys which are equipped there to 
defend it from the corfairs of Malta, but 
which only ferve to harrafs the inhabj- 
tants of the neighbouring iflands. 

The government of Rhodes is beftowed 
ona Pacha with two tails, who is fre- 
quently abfent. The Nafir, or infpector 
of the Cuftom-houf, is, after him, the 
moft dangerous man, and his abufe of au- 
thority chiefly affedts the Europeans. The 

"perfon in poffeffion of this employment on 
my arrival at Rhodes, had rendered himfeif 
formidable 
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formidable by his extortions; but greedy on 
the one hand, and liberal on the other, he 
always purchafed impunity with the pro- 
duce of his oppreffions. Such is the fyftem 
which pervades and governs the whole 
Ottoman Empire. It furnifhes perqui- 
fites for the minifters of the Porte; and 
the Grand Signior, himfelf, finds, in this 
fyftem, the refources for the fupply of his 
private treafury; but in no cafe docs any 
thing return to the unfortunate fubjects 
of their oppreffion, and the fubje@, who 
knows that complaints producing no 
other effeé than to occafion a partition of 
the booty, give only a new thirft for plun-~ 
der, is always prudent enough to hold his 
tongue. 

I fhall pafs over an account of the 
manners of the inhabitants of Rhodes, and 
every thing elfe remarkable in this ifland. 
Thefe particulars have been given by Mr. 
Je Conte de Choifeul Gouffier*, and his 
voyage comprehending every part of 
Greece, which remained for me to vifit, 


© The prefent ambaflador of France at the Porte, 
‘whofe Jearned work is ia high eftimation in France. 
I hall 
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I thall confine myfelf to an inquiryinto the 
Turkith government without the capital, 
but it is my duty, to fulfil the object of 
thefe memoirs, by bearing teftimony to 
the accuracy of Mr. de Choifeul. He has 
neglected no details, and the public are 
much indebted tohim for having diftiné- 
ly traced out ancient Greece, without ever 
confounding it, with the different traits 
which characterize the modern Greeks. 
The bad feafon, together with the bu- 
finefs of my infpetion, determined me to 
pafs the winter at Smyrna, and we fet fail 
accordingly from Rhodes, coafting along 
Afia}. This navigation, which at any 
other time would have afforded us the moft 
agreeable coup d’cil, was extremely fati- 
guing, particularly off the Gulph of Stan- 
chio, where we had very bad weather, 
which after obliging us to lie too all night, 
forced us to ftand in next day for the 
Shoals of the Pacha, A fhort time after we 
had got into this thelter, a Venctian veffel 


+ It is on this coaft that the finelt {punges are fifhed 
up. 
arrived 
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arrived at the fame anchoring ground, th¢ 
captain of which informed us, that meet« 
ing with the bad weather far out at fea, 
and not knowing either his latitude, or 
how to fteer, he had faftencd an image of 
the Virgin, at the prow of his veffel, and 
left the direGtion of it entirely to her, Ik 
was thus that thefe devotees had traverfed 
afea full of thoals; butitis ftill moreridicu~ 
Tous, and dreadful to refle& that one fuch 
inftance of fuccefs was fufficient to occa~ 
fion the lofs of many veffels, by following 
the fame fuperftitious principles. 

Our courfe lying between the iflands 
of Spalmadore, and the harbour of Tche- 
fmé, | had an opportunity of beholding 
that theatre, where ignorance had played 
the principal part. The Turks were frill 
employed in fifhing up the remainder of 
the brafs cannon fwallowed up in this 
abyfs, which the perfons employed in the 
refearch were appropriating to themfelves, 
whenever they could fteal them, and {ell- 


ing 
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Ing them to the beft bidderf. At a 
little diftance we doubled Cape Cara 
Bournoa, which fhuts in the {pacious and 
deep road, at the bottom of which is fitua- 
ted the town of Smyrna. This port 
(Echelle) §, may» be confidered as the 
centre of the commerce of the Levant, 
which is there both active and paffive, and 
is in fact the entrepét of all Afia, The 


t This manner of adminiftering the Grand Signior’s 
affairs, is carried to fuch fhameful and barefaced lengths, 
that a Pacha of the Morea made them faw off the batrel« 
of the guns of Coron tofeil the mettie. Tins ingenious 
method of ftealing the artillery without diminithing the 
number of the pieces, may have been found fault with, 
but certainly was never punithed. 


§ The word Echelle, for which as it is a word pecu- 
Yiarly applied by the French to their dettlements ia the 
Levant, and has no word fynonimous to it, as thus ap- 
plied, in Englith, the tranfator, has froquently fubftita- 
ted the words port, harbour, or fettlement ; is taken from 
the Turkith word [éi, a fort of pier, built on piles, 
formed for unloading the merchandize, to which there 
are two or three fteps, to facilitate the afcent and decent. 
‘The word ifkélé literally tranflated is echelle o ladder , 
a proof that literal tranflations are not always the moft 
expreflive of the true fenle. 
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wealth of feveral individuals at Smyrna, 
maintains a fyftem of independence in its 
environs, which is increafing its progrefs 
every day. Their principal power confifts 
in money, and that power is irrefiftible. 
It may be farther remarked that the ef- 
forts made by the Porte a few years ago, 
to deftroy one of the Agas || have only 
proved the weaknefs of the defpot, with- 
out frightening the others. They even 
took a pride in feeing the Captain Pacha 
commiffioned to go there in perfon, toin- 
veft the houfe of their companion ; and the 
etuelties exercifed by this great Admiral, 
after his victory, on defencelefs people 
whom he maffacred without pity, has only 
prepared the way for a more obftinate 
refiftance in future. 

It is through the Agas of Smyrna, that 
commerce makes its returns; the crops 
of cotton are purchafed from them, and 
they are furnithed in exchange with ar- 


|| The title beftowed on all rich perfons without em> 
ployments, and abore all on great landholders. 
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ticles of confumption neceffary for thefe 
Agas, end the ballance is paid in Species 
trade fometimes fuffers a few trifling op- 
preffions; but mutual intereft always dice 
tates the law to the two parties, and the 
evil is feldom fo great asto make a dif- 
ference. The commerce of Smyrna ex~ 
tends its branches throughout all the 
Leffler Afia, by means of the carravans 
which conveys our Languedoc cloths that 
are bought up by the merchants of the 
country, who purchafe them in whole- 
fale, to circulate their fale throughout that 
vaft country.* 

To finith this long circuit, I had now 
only to vifit the coaft of Europe, and £ 
crofled the Archipelago to Salonica, one 
of the great pachaliks of Turkey in Eu- 
rope, At the entrance of the gulph is 


* Will the policy of Enoianp never keep pace with 
her fterling good tenfe? will the never learn to acquire 
alittle of that accommodating fpirit which is raifing 
her rival to power as a commercial nation? or is fhe 
determined to force her commerce, asthe attempts te 
compel alliances, by the faperiority of ber manufacturct, 
or the juice of her caufi? ?!! TRanstaror. 
feen 
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feen Mount Athos, now called Monte 
Santo, inhabited only by Monks of the 
Greck perfuafion. Some relations would 
have us believe, that they are in poffeffion 
of a collection of precious manufcripts » 
but it is more certain, that if there be 
any, they do not read them ; it is equally 
true that the books of the ancient Thef- 
falonica, as well as thofe of Conftanti- 
nople, have been kept locked up fince the 
conqueft, and that the Barbarians have 
melted lead in the locks, fo that the re~ 
mains of Grecian literature, delivered 
over into the hands, cither of fuperftiti- 
on or of ignorance, are fo well kept from 
us, by thefe enemies to letters, that we 
can fearcely flatter ourfelves with the 
hopes of ever being able to reft from 
them a few fragments. 

The Turkith government difplays its 
weaknefs more particularly at Salonica, 
by the oppofition which defpotifm expe~ 
riences there, on the part of the militia, 
The Ejprit de corps, which increafes 
every day by proper management, and 
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affumes to itfelf the threds of an impaired 
authority, has taken poffeffion of Salonica, 
Several Pachas have been its fucceflive vic- 
sims ; but this oppofition to defpotifm, 
far from deftroying its effects, ferves only 
to multiply the tyranny, and the Janiffary 
Aga, the chief who commands under him, 
and each private Janiffary are fo many ty- 
rants, courted by the Porte, feared by the 
Pacha, and who make the whole country 
tremble, 

The cuftom of permanent garrifons 
amongft the Turks, joined to the want of 
difcipline of their troops, give them, in 
fome degree, the abfolute property of the 
places in which they are ftationed, where 
they exercife rights, confecrated by cuf+ 
tom, maintained by their union, and 
which are in invariable oppofition to what 
is intended, as eftablithed order, 

It is on this principle that the Galiond- 
gis, who poffefs the privilegeof felling lambs 
in Conftantinople, oblige individyals to 
purchafe them. The Turkifh troops 
quartered in each village enjoy fome privi~ 

Voz. IT. Bb leges 
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legesof thatnature ; their union invigorates 
that fpirit of fraud which attacks the re« 
venue of the ftate. This infidelity is re- 
markable on all the coafts of the Archi- 
pelago, where. the expartation of corn 
is become the bafis of a {muggling 
tade., 

The prohibitions of the Grand Signor, 
which are the more fevere, as. he himéelf 
is the monopolizer of that article, produce 
no effect; and the commanders of tha 
galliots ftationed to prevent that expor~ 
tation, are the firft to encourage it, in 
confideration of a recompenfe ftipulated, 
and paid beforehand. The ftation of the 
galliot is then agreed upon, and she time 
and place when the fmuggling veftels thall 
take her lading; the country boats then 
convey the corn to the coaft; Turkifh and 
Greek veffels are employed in the bufinefs > 
the Grand Signor’s galliot fees nothing ; 
and avidity profiting by this licence, ac- 
complithes every {pecics of fraud. 


The 
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‘The fall of timber on the coafts is given 
up alike to pillage. The moft powerful 
individual in the country, arrogates to 
himfelf the right of difpofing of this do~ 
manical property of the fovereign; and the 
mariner who makes his fradulent purchafe, 
and always endeavours to buy as cheap 
as pofible, neceflarily gives life to this 
marauding fpirit, which is deftructive of 
all fubordination and difcipline, and leaves 
nothing to the ftate that furnithes him his 
very failors, but loffes, which are beyond 
all calculation, 

On leaving Salonica, I went to vifit the 
Ifles of St. George of Squirees, Paros, 
Naxia, and Sira; thefe IMands, as well as 
thofe with which the Archipelago is 
filled, are either private appendages which 
the proprietors difpofe of, or immediate 
dependencies of the Captain Pacha; but 
in every cafe, the inhabitants, whofe 
common intereft it is to prevent the ap- 
pearance of any Turkith officer amongft 
them, folicit the permiffion of farming 

Bbz theig 
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their own illands; as def{potifm however 
has always its claims alfo, and that it con- 
ftantly requires the cuting off a head, or 
the hanging of a fellow creature, the re- 
publican form of Government, the form 
eftablithed amongft all lefler communities, 
cannot be too agreeable. Defpotifm mutt 
have a primate, a fubaltern defpot, fhould 
he noteven be a Turk; and the Greek, 
who obtains that dignity, never deceives 
the expectation of thafe to wham he owes 
his elevation. 

On quitting Syra, we failed for Naples 
in Romania. This town, fituated at the 
bottom of the gulph of the fame name, 
and which, with that of Lepantum, form 
the peninfula of the Morea, was at that 
time the refidence of the Pacha who go- 
verns that part of Turkey in Europe. 
He was compelled to take refuge there 
to thelter himfelf from the devaftations 
committed in the Morea, fince the Al- 
banefe had come there to defend it from 
the invafion of the Ruffians. Thefe 
troops, whom the Porte wanted to get rid 
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of, infifted on not being difbanded before 
they received the arrears due to them, 
and which were refufed them. The Grand 
Signor, on the one hand, previoufly ex 
pected their obedience; the Albanefe, on 
the other, infifted on being paid: their 
infolence increafed with their claims; 
and the Pacha, who was employed in 
this negotiation, had neither money to 
fatisfy, nor power to compel them, 
His orders from Conftantinople however, 
urged him to terminate the bufinefs, and 
afew atts of rigour, which are always 
mifplaced when there is no power to fup- 
port them, only ferved to confolidate the 
revolters, whofe firft exploit was to take 
poffeffion of Tripolitza, the capital of 
that kingdom. 

The retreat of the Pacha had been dic- 
tated by them contrary to prudence; but 
he was as much afraid of the Porte, as 
of the Albanefe. His wasa very embar- 
taffing fituation; I had known him at 
Conftantinople, where he had held in the 

‘ Bb3 time 
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time I was there, the office of Grand 
Equerry, and I now found him preparing 
for the fiege of Tripolitza. This Turk, 
accuftomed to fee the Grand Signor dif 
pofe of my adtivity, and grant me his con- 
fidence in all military matters, made no 
doubt of my eagernefé to undertake the 
reduction of the rebels of Morea. The 
army he had colleéted, the command of 
which he defigned for me, was compofed 
only of volunteers, and his houfhould was 
of the number, but the whole troop ap- 
peared to be more animated with the ar- 
dour of {poil, than the love of glory. I 
obferved alfo that the Pacha, confident 
of appropriating to himfelf, both one and 
the other after his fuccefs, was very ready 
to transfer his authority, that he might 
not in any refpeét commit to danger, his 
petfon or reputation. If amufed my- 
Yelf in confequence, for fome time, with 
his embarraffments and folicitations, and 
concluded at length, by telling him, that I 
licither ought to do it, sor could I take 

upon 
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‘upon mea commiffion fo foreign to that 
‘with which I was entrufted: I could only 
convince him however of my want of in- 
vlination ; nor had I more fuccéfs in at= 
tempting to demontftrate to him, that no 
perfon but himéfelf, could properly conduct 
this bufinefs, in which his prefence would 
have mote weight ‘than all the military 
force he had at his difpofal. He conti- 
nued unfhaken in his refolution of re- 
maining at Naples in Romania, and in 
this difordered ftate of ideas and difpofi- 
tion*, I left him to fet out for Tunis, 
‘where I was to finith my infpection. 
After touching at Malta, and putting 
into Lampedofia, we doubled Cape Bon; 
and came to an anchor oppofite the new 
caftle of the Goulette, or entrance of the 
harbour, from whence I went to Tunis. 


* T could not avoid however fhowing the Commah- 
der of the Artillery, the ufe of mortars for throwing 
gtanadoes, and the manner of preparing the matches. 
It was a long time after this before the Porte could ap- 
peale the troubles in Morea. 

Bby4 This 
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This town, fituated on the banks of a 
lake, or rather of 2 fhallow water ia the 
form of a lake, and which communi- 
cates with the gulph by a channel, is rae 
ther large, pretty well built, and not ill 
defended by the fort on the fea, and by 
fome fmaller ones fcattered on the eminen~ 
ces which furround it. Itis probable that 
this fituation, firft made choice of by 
fithermen, who have determined that af 
almoft all maritime towns, appeared to the 
Tunifians preferable to that of Carthage," 
when enriched by their rapine, they dared 
to make Open war on commerce. It is to 
be prefumed affo, that their pisacies have 
made them with ta keep out of the way 
of a bombardment, The platform, oa 
which we ftill may fee the ruins of the 
rival of ancient Rome, advances on the 
contrary into the middle of the gulph, 
and for this reafon, had they built there, 
the Tunifians would have been expofed to a 
coup de main, the only attack they have to 
fear, as long as the policy of Europe, te~ 
lefcopein hand, to make difcoveries in 

4 diftant 
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diftan€ countries, continues to over look 
what would be much mere convenient 
and advantageous. The aqueducts of 
ancient Carthage ate yet to be feen near 
Tunis; and fix leagues up the country is 
the caftle of Trater, which ferved by way 
of refervoir, atid is the only remaining 
monument, of that time that announcea 
any thing of magnificence. The heaps 
of ruins on its ancient fite, have no appear+ 
ance of it; but by digging amongft them, 
one difcovers fome traces of what this 
place formerly has been, by the gold me~ 
dals which time has not been able to de- 
ftroy ; I faw acollection of them at Tunis, 
which appeared to me very precious. 
The dignity of Bey is hereditary, and 
his authority abfolute. It extends into 
Africa, over a great tract of country in 
which he colleéts his annual tribute by a 
Kittle army that marches through it, for 
that purpofe. This tribute, joined to that 
of the tithes, the poll-tax, his thare of the 
prizes, and Cuftom-houfe duties, form the 


revenue of the fovereign; but the com- 
merce 
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merce and induftry of the Tunifians cons 
ftitute the true bafis of their wealth, and 
of a fort of affability which diftinguithes 
them from the other nations of Barbary. 
The Bey refides at fome diftance from 
the town. His refidence is called the 
Barde, and this palace, furrounded by walls 
and flanked by towers, difplays more mag~ 
* nificence in its interior, than one would 
be led to expe& from its external appear~ 
ance; the moft remarkable part of it, is a 
fpacious court furrounded with buildings 
raifed on a colonade of white marble; there 
are fome apartments alfo which appeared 
to.me not badly ornamented for that 
country; but they who judge of the Barde 
from, the hall of the Divan, where the 
Bey gives audience, would not conceive 
a very exalted idea of its magnificence. 
It was for this reafon, perhaps, that the 
prime. minifler granted me an audience 
in the hall of the treafury. I do not know 
whether the cheft which ferved us by way 
of feat was full of gold, as well as thofe 
this hall is filled with. For my own part 
y what 
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what I faw refembled more a wardrobe, 
or rather the back fhop"of an old cloath’s- 
man, with his goods piled up in heaps 5 
but I was charmed with the mildnefs, the 
information, and refined underftanding of 
the Barbarian, with whom I had to tranf» 
a& my bufinefs. Ihad a private audie 
ence likewife of the {un of the reigning 
Bey, and who has juft fucceeded his fa- 
ther; I was apprized of the timidity of 
this young prince’s charaéter, and took 
care accordingly to put him at his eafe, 

I faw at the Barde a great number of 
flaves of every nation; but they gave me 
none of the ideas ufually entertained re- 
{pecting them. I faw them well cloathed, 
well fed, and well treated, and I am in+ 
clined to doubt, if thofe even who are 
home-fick, have in general much reafon 
to be fatisfied with their ranfom. It is 
poffible, in truth, thatthe flaves fold into 
the interior parts of the country, or to in- 
dividuals who purchafe them on fpecula- 
tion, are not fo happy as thofe who fall to 
the lot of the fovereign, or the grandees. 

We 
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We may prefume, however, that even the 
avarice of their mafters militates in theit 
favour, for it muft be confeffed that the 
Europeans are the only people who ill 
treat their faves, which arifes no doubt: 
from this caufe,—that they conititute the 
wealth of the orientale, and that with us 
they arethe means of amaffing wealth. In 
the Eaft they are the delight of the mifer 3 
with us they are only the inftrument of 
avarice. Convey anegro of our colonies, 
and an European flave of Tunis, intoaneue 
tral and impartial country ;—it is to that 

tribunal I appeal. 
The character of the Tunifians, their 
paffions, and every thing that conftitutes 
their manners, partakes of the burning 
climate of Africas; but if the imagination 
of this people, as well as of the Turks, ne- 
eeffarily go aftray, from the privations ari- 
fing from the plurality of women, always 
referyed for the rich, the conftitution of 
thefe Africans not permitting them togive 
themfelves up to the fame errors, nothjng 
-can withftand the impetuofity of their paf- 
fion, 
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fion, which overiteps the bounds even of 
heman nature. 

« They who think that the want of clean~ 
linefs is the principal caufe of the yn- 
healthinefs of towns, would be aftonithed 
to fee the inhabitants of Tunis exift in the 
infected air they refpire, occafioned by the 
putrid exhalations of a canal which con- 
veys the filth of the town into the ad- 
joining lake, This lake itself emits ex+ 
halations, which appear no lefs danger~ 
ous; but the falubrity of Tunis can only 
be attributed to the depth of the valley 
which terminates in the guiph, and 
which, by attracting the vapours of the 
canal, and of the lake, does not give them 
time to acquire fuch a degree of corrup- 
tion as to make them noxious to man. 

In quitting Tunis to re-imbark, I had 
the opportunity of obferving the ruins of 
the fort built by Charles the Fifth. The 
quantities of earth collected by time have 
removed it to a little diftance from the fea, 
for which reafon undoubtedly the Tuni- 
fians have fubftituted that of the goulette, 

From 
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From this road we fet fail for Toulon, 
and I here finith Memoirs, which I fhould 
never have written, had I not imagined 
they might be ufcful, 


THE END 
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ing public rejoicings, v. i. p. 211. Means ufed by itto 
punith criminals, ib, 220. Its weaknefs refpecting the 
militia, v. ii. p. 16. Its indifference refpedting the public 
fafety, ib. 18. Tee diffidence refpecting perfons employed 
under it, ib. 105. Education of their young women, ib, 
140. Their intrigues, relative to the two principalities 
of Moldavia and Walachia, y.i. p. 306. Their vanity, 
ib. 309. 

Gueray, origin of that furgame amongft the Gergifkan 
Princes, v. isp. 528, Note. 





a 


Harem, the pofitive fignification of this word. Dif- 
tinction between it and the word Seraglio, vol. i. (Preli- 
soinary Difcourfe) p. 23. Note. 

Hafne, definition of that word, v. i. p. 219. Note, 

Hiftory Natural, of the Crimea. See Crimea. 

Tofpitality of the Tartars, vol. i. p. 509. 

Jaat 


INDEX 
L 

nat Coffacks, v. i. p. 438. Intrepidity of one of them 
at the paffage of the Ingul, ib. 465. 

Taundation of the Nile, its caufes, v.ii. p. 239. Con- 
jedtures concerning that of the Euphrates, ib. 246. 

Ifed Bey, his charafter, v. ii. p. 33. Becomes Vifir, 
ib, 213. Pacha of Cairo, ib. 228. 

Ifimacl Bey, v. ii, 34. His indifference refpedting the 
calamities of the Empire, ibe 177. 


J. 

Joppa, v. ii. p. 314 

Janiffaries, inflitution of that militia, v. i, pe 3540 
"Their pay, v. ii. p. 142. 

Juftice Turkifh, y. i. 255. 

K. 

Kam of che Tartars, etiquette of his court, v. i. ps 364 
‘His field diverfions, ib. 376. His palace, ib. 384. 

Kapin, marriage after that form, what it is, v. i. (Pre« 
liminary Difcourfe) p. 24. 

Kotchim, fitwation of that fortrefs, v. i. p. 285. 

Krim Guerny, outfet of that Prince with the Baron de 
Tott, vei p. 4tg. De(cription of him, ib. His entry, ib, 
"The Tartars afraid of his fit a& of feverity, ib. 423. 
His opinion of the Vifir Emin Pacha, ib. 441. His un- 
derftanding, ib. 44g- His humanity, ib. 462. His dif 
gut for heads cut off, ib. 470. His death. ib. 506. 


LL 
Language, Turkith, manner of teaching it; bow it is 
compofed ; its difficultiey, v. i. ps Ade 
Lattaquée, vs ii pe 328+ 
: Ccg3 Lefgia 


INDEX 


Lefgin Tartars, arrival of an Arpbaffador from that uae 
tion, ve ie ps 447» 

Lebanon Mount, v. ii. p. 3416 

Laws famptuary, vo i. pe 159° 

Laws civil, v. i, pe 230. Criminal faws smongft the 
Tantarh, ib. 596. 

Locufts, ravages of thefe animals, v. i. p. 341. Caufe 
of theis deftrudtion, ib. 341. . 


M. 


Macedonians, their intrepidity, v. ii. p. 166. 

Machine for mafting ships, its conftruction, y: ii. pm r9o, 

Makfoud Guersy, the Kam, his manner of living, and 

* charadter, v. i. ps 368. 7 

Mamalukeg> v. fi. p. 297. 

Marine, bad ftate of the Turkith, r. ii. p. 220 

Martavas, finguler cuflom of its inkabitamts, r. it. 
P4476 

Mebkemé, wv. ps 241. 

‘Mclik Pacha, Caymakam, v, ii. p. 33. 

. Mikmandar, v. i. p. 287, note. Oppreffions of them, 
gh 304 

Montague, Lady M. Wortley, refutation of her letters, 
vy. i. (Preliminary Difcourfe) p, 42. 

Minarets, theit conftuétion and aff, v. is p, 272 

Miri, their oppreffions of the workmen, ¥. HB. t10, 

Monks Tartar, v.is p. 178. 

Moldavians, remarkable obftinacy of that people, v. % 
p- 298. Their origin and janguage, ib. 318, 

Moldavia, fate of that province, v. i, p. $06. Hoe 
wsodorate taxes fupported by it, ib. 307. Devagation of 
% H. 317 . 

ae Money 


INDEX. 


« Money, kinds of it, their definition, v.i. p. 173, note. 

Money, name of it, v. ii. p. 143. 

Monopoly, by the Goverament, v. i. P+ 6g 

‘Morea, v. ii. p. 373+ 

Mofque, v. i. p. 266. 

Mount Olympus, the fituation of that of .\fia, its con- 
nection with the temperature of the climate of Cunftaa. 
tinople, v. i. p. 98. vii, p. 220. 

Matualis, v. ii. p. 322. 

Murad Mollach, his manner of living, does not know 
dis children, his reafoning oa the paternal fentiment, on 
the plurality of women, v. i. p. 78. . 

Muafic Turkith, v. i. p. 174. 

Muftapha III. Sultan, hisvacceffion to the throne, v.i. 
P.147- His former fituation, ib. 149. Defcription of 
him, ib. 150, His Inflaliation, ib. rgt.  _ 

Muttapha Sultan, his fir proceeding refpecting Baron 
De Tott, v. ii, p. 7. He cames to fee the pontoans, ib. 
11g. His project for a canal betweea the Red Sca 
and Mediterranean, v. ii. p. 247. Nofe. . 

Mourning, not in ufe among the Turks, vis p. 148. 

Mathematical School, its eftablifhment, v. iis p. 185. 
Affecting adicu of the fcholars, ib. 216. 


N. 


Navigation, ignorance of that art amongit the Turks, 
vedi, pe 27% « 

Necropolis, v. it. p. 258+ 

Wile, v. ii, p. 237. Its mud, ib. 2476 

Nilometer,-v. ii, p. 232+ 

Noguais, v. i. ps 327, The opinion they have of their 
“Goumtry, ib. 328. Notes Their patience in, fearch of 
their herds, ib. 329. Their food, ib, 330. Theis cir, 

cumfpeftion 





INDEX 


cumfpedtion towards ftrangers, ib. 331. Obfervations on 
their customs, ib. 336. Their drefs, ib. 342. Manner 
of catching their horfes, ib. 344. Tir avarice, ibs 
350. Their commerce, ib. 352. 


a 
Obes, what they are, their conftrudtion, v. 1. p. 330° 
Ocfakow, fituation of that place, v.i. p. 345- 
Opium, immoderate ufe of it among the Turks, its 
confequences, v.i. p. 176, ib. 524. 
Orcopi, or Pérécop, defcription of the lines of it, v. is 
B 353+ 2 


PB 


Patriarch of the Greeks, his depofal; inftallation of 
his fucceffor ; means employed for that, v.i. p. 1204 

Pérécop, fee Orcopi. 

Plague, its origin, caufe that perpetuates it, facility 
of fuccour for thofe who are attacked with it, remedy, 
fingular obfervations on it, v. i. p.'75. Not a native of 
Egypt, vie pe 288. 

Pyramids, journey to them, v. ii, p. 231. Obfervas 
tions on their conftrudtion, ib. 254. On their elevation, 
ib, 271. 

Pontoons, demanded by the army, v. ii. pe toge— 
Sheathed with leather, ib. 11. Proof of them in 
Pprefence of the Grand Signior, ib. p. 1164 

Piuth, paflage of that river, v. i. p. 2916 

Pride of the ‘Turks defined by themfelves, v. i. p. 273. 

Pillar of Pompey, v. ii. p. 253. 

Punifhment, its infamy does not extend to the relae 
tions of the crimish!, v.i- p. 256. They are often vain 
of it, ib. p. 2570 ’ 

s i Racub- 





INDE xX 


R. 


Racub:Pacha, {charaéter of that Grand Vifir, v. i. 
p. 66. His fkil in mapaging the people, ib, 16a. 
His contempt of all prejudices, ib. 183. 

Ramazan, v. i. ps 260. 

Rejoicings, public, v. i. p. 203. 

Revolt of the women, vs is Ps 730 

Rhodes, ¥. ii. p. 361. 

Rites, Greek, v. i. p. 123. 

Romelia, or Romania, v. i. p. $246 


s. 

Saint Lewis, obfervation on his landing in Egypt, | 
‘v, it. p. 308. 

Saint John of Acra, v. ii. p. 315. ‘ 

Saint Sophia, that building too highly extolled, v. i, 
Pr 266. 

Saic, v. ii. p. 61. Note. 

Baltpits, of Crimea, v. i. p. 358. 

Salonica, ¥. ii. p. 367+ 

Sandjak-Cherif, fally of, misfortune occafioned by it. 
Ve He pe 30 

Seide, or Sidon, v. ii. p. 322. 

Seraglio, its fituation, (Preliminary Difcourfe) Note. 
v.i, p22. Its diftinttion from the word Harem, ib. 
Note, p. 23. 

Seratker, v. i. pi 313. 

Sipghis, under the orders of the Kam of the Tartars, 
ve is pe 438+ Their infolence, ib. 438. The difaiter 
that befalls them, ib. 440. Several of them drowned in 
the paffage of the Ingul, ib. 465. Their cowardice on 
the firft thot, ib. 479. Their barbarity, ib. 482. 

Smyrns, 


INDEX 


‘Smyrna, v. ii. p. 265. 

Sphinz, v. ii. p. 269. 

Succeffion to the Ottoman throne, order of it, | vie 
p- tor. The Tartar Princes have no tight to it ib. 103. 
Barbarous laws again the collaterals in the firtt degres, 
ib. 104. 

Sultan, meaning of that tiffe, v. i. p. ror. 

Sultan Ofman, his charaéter, v. i. p. 63. 

Sultana, how this word ss to be underftood, v. i. p. tos. 
Sultana Valida, Sultana mother, ib. 106, Their manner 
of living in their pal4ces, ib. 107. At what age they are 
wwarried, ib. 111 

Sultans Tartar, their refidence in Romania, v. i. 
Pe StH, 

Syratchig, inftitution of that corps, v. il. p. 145+ 

Surmé, what it is, v. i. Pe 192. 

‘Stambol Effendiffly, his jurifdiction, v. i. p. 24te His 
rank, ib. Note. 

Slaves, from whence they are brought to Conftanti- 
nople, y. i. (Preliminary Difcourfe) p. 30. Their 
Situation in the Ea, vol. ii. p. 379. 

Standard, of the Pic in architefture, v. ii. Pp 161. 

Standard of Mahomet, v. ii. P+ 3+ Note. 

Shagreen of Turkey, v. i: p. 516. 

Sherbet, vei pe g.ge 

* Swivel, remarkable fize of one, v. ii. p, 71. 


T. 


‘Tartars, their political fituation and government, vy i, 
p- 404. Raifing of troops, ib. 416. ‘Their fondaefs for 
‘betta Heth, fb. 41g. * 
" -Telyn, ©. itp. 363. 


ee Tehefae, 


INDEX 


Tchefak, burning of the Turkith fleet there, y. ii, 

1» 45> 
. Tilt, exclufively ufed by the fovereign, the heir tothe 
throue, and firtt minifter, v. i. p. 274. 

‘Tents of the Tartars, their mechanifm, v. i. p. y3t~ 

Timoriots, v. is p. 4gr. Note, 

‘Tripoly, in Syria, v. ii. p. 316, 

‘Troubles at Cairo, vii, p. 233. Hiftory of the révolus 
tion, in 1777, ib. 305. 

‘Tower, Leander’s, v. i. p, 202. Note. 

‘Tulips, feaft of the, v. i. p. 150 

Tunis, v. ii, p. 376. : 

‘Turkmen, ¥. ii. p. 349° 

Turks, their temerity at the affair at Groths, and in 
the late war, v.i. (Preliminary Difcourfe) p. 7. Note. 
‘Their contempt for the Greeks, ib. 306. ‘Their cruelty 
Shocks the Tartans, ip. 483. 


v. 
Vengeance, manner in which the Turks revenge their 
injunies, v. i. p. 253+ 
Vifir, definition of that word ; differance between Vifie 
and Grand Vifir, v. i. p. 217. Note. 


UU 
Dlemats, body of, their privilege, v. i. p, 6go 
‘Ufages of the Tartars, their refemblance to European 
guttoms, v. i. 514. 


Ww. 

Wind. Damask, the difatter it occafions ; means, of 

preferving one’s felf from it, vol. i. p.g6. South wind, 
pbfervations on it, v. i. p. 97+ 

Wir’ 


INDEX 


‘Wine, the ufe of it prohibited by the law, and encou- 
raged By government, v. i. ps 259+ 

‘Witncfits, .no lawefuit in Turkey without falfe ones, 
vis pe 230. Punithment of falfe witneffes, ib. 333. 

Women, the Grand Signior’s, eheir titles, v. i. p. 206. 
Precaadéns when they go out, ib. 275, 

Women, Turkith, a figtch of their fithation, v. i. (Pree 
Timinary Difcourfe) p.'28. The liberty they enjoy, ib, 
$4 How.they'abufe ir, ib. 35. 


‘Yall, Situation of that town, v. i. p. 515. 


Z. 
Zaporavian Coffacs, their neutrality, v. i. p. 463- 
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